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The 3|titti;ot)emetft of 
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Exhibited in the L I F E of 

Hai Ebn. Yokdhan: 

Written in Arah'tck, above joo Years 
ago, by Abu Jaafar Ebn Tophail. 

In which b demonftiated. 

By what Methods one may, by the meet 
}ti(^ Of l^attf re, attain the Knowledg 

oftfungsi^atitiralandsDtiiietttatural; 

more particularly the Knowledg of Goo, 
and the Affairs of another life. 
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by SIMON OCKLET, A.M. Vicar of 
Sw^i/efej in Camkrii^irei 

With an APPENDIX, 

» 

In which the Foflibility of Man^s attain- 
ing the True Knowledg of G O D^ and 
Things neceflary to Sah^tion, without 
fttftrttCrtOtt, is b|^y confider'd^ 
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MtN^L,- in mbjlm: 

lUYctfnd S iK; 

Al EbnYbkdhan iS 

futrii^ ro JIM again, in 

'Bjsa'wii^^jm fent him out h. 
Whirever h^ comu he acfy0»- 
tedges yofi- fir f>is mfi . and bejl 
Mafieri'dtid '^f^ej^s, thai fdt 
ieingm iri a(^^ to travel 
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The Dedication. 
Hand._ IcouldjiotJnEquityJmJ 
rim to my other JP^eu-,~y«u 
being the file froprietor^ And 
as jour IxmUf^'^Mes ym to 
ck iim, ff^ceyjo. ym^andtr ■ 
%iS "thctlrie you' io pkraoS \f'hM 
is by. me dontiam^i 'Both which 
Qualifeatiotuyost enjoy y, as a ^a- 
terH'iit'tHieHt'atice,mfciAdin^'front 
the Reverend and L^fifpea^. %lr. 

Ma\hm.m^k\racMmem,,m 

JeU.mebted (Q,^im far htsLtamr 

,v J[ tMoftglx: . 1 could- no 

''"great 'a' Father. And 






The Dedication. 

no fitter Ve^er than Hii Ebn 
Yokdhan, mtb Tpho/e CharaBer 
and Laitguage you are fo rpelt 

ie nfiB: He pelc&m, * 
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SIR, 






^omr mofi HumUe Sehjant. 
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In few Vays' pill h paMi/hd, ■. 

' ■ » ■ 

THE Conqtieft of. Sjrid^ perffa^ 
and ^gj/ffy by the Saracens. Goa- 
tainmg the t.ives qf Ahubiker^ Omar^ 
and Othman. The immediate SuccefTors 
of Mahomet. lUuftrating the Religi-* 
on, Rites, Cuftoms, and manner of Liv« 
ing of that Warlike People. Alfo aa 
Account of their mbfl: remarkable Battels<^ 
Sieges ; par^qularly thoie of Alefpo^ Anti^ 
ochj Damafcusy AlexandrUy. and Jerufdem. 
CoDefted from the moft Autheritick ifr4- 
hick Authors ; cfpeciafly Manufeript's, not 
hitherto publifh-d in any Eurofem Lan- 
guage. By Simon Ockiejy M. A. and Vi- 
car of Sawvefej in Cambridgfbire. 

Sold by R. Kj^aplock in St. PauPs Churchy 
yard. J. Sprint in Little Britain. B. Lin-^ 
tot in fieet^fireet. R. Smith -in Cornhtll^ auc| 
jf. Round in Exchange^ ASej. 
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PREFACE. 



W' H EN Mr. VetocU firft publifh'd 
' this Atihick Author with hi$ 
acciirate iMin Verfion, Jbn^ 
j6ji, ^' ^ofofh hif Fadher, that late cn^- 
jpcot Frofi^or dtSkeQi^tai ^nguagjes, ia 
the Umvtrfiqr of Oitfard, pre^vd a Pre- 
#^toit; in which he t)^ us, tbathehasi 
good Reaibn to dunk, that this Author 
was conjteai];p»ry with, Jverroes, who died 
'yier|r andentin theTeairof t^Bwrs 595, 
'^wfudh tf coinddent with the 1x98th Ye^ 
l^ofour Xixd'^ aaxu-dinfi to which Account, 
the Author hv'd fometmng ^ve five hun- 
: dyed Years ago. 
. ,He livM ip ^4f», as appears from one or 
two Paflage^ 4n this Book. He wrote fome 
Todiei: <ric!ces^ which are not come to our 
'Hands. . This has been very well received 
^ the Eaft ; one Ailment of which 'is, 
KI^ it 1^ heea tsa^tp^ py R» Mofts 
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Ndtbonenfis IntoHebrerVf and i] 
with 4„krgg. Commentary, .The. DcGffk 
of the Author is to • (hew , how j llumaii 
Capacity, anaffifted by any ExternatHefp, 
may, byjiue Application*, attain to the 
Knowledge of Najtural Things, and fo by 
Degrees find out its Dfepend ance upon a. 
Superior Being , the Immortality of the 
Soul, and ^11 ming^ necelTacy to Silv^ioh. 
« Upw well .ibe iias'OiLcc«ed<ed jli.ihis"j|t- 
tempt, I leave to the Reader to judge. 'Tis 
.certain, that, he was,a Man^qf P%rts arid__ ve- 
ry g0<)d Learning, oonndertn|^ ^he**A^ Tft 
liv'difl, >iid the Wa^ etf^udyWg in^JMffe 
Tiihest ^ 'rhere 'art ^a.-gi^t fiianv livfely 
:$trda^s ilk' ie iihSl^m Hot ^vi^lknkm 
'<m Reifder W»f Ited Uii Accbiiiti; ih 'di^B^ 

J was iiot ^0mg (^though ini^fti^tf^ 
td undertake thfc. tranilating it itttb£/^ffl^ 

ibtikufe'' I: Vas >fbfti4?d' ,fe it -Btf b» 

<ihit'tt{ert ^s fiymMlng id i^tfet f^W^ 

-ctf dieir Erithufiafticfc 'NdtibliS'. ' . tto^*^, 

taking it for granted,. tl:i^t l>0th' f^tk 

"^TfiimMoni'viftre Bot" madt^ txu afhhc 

•' "^%Bde»^totfeyliid:i^^ 
_ ite'dftha Atithdr itt mariy places. JX" 

Sd^ V^bi^-iiJia atil/iretdtiblige, m 




T ^E F J C E. 

other Peribns whom . I woiild wiDiogly liu 
dine tb'i rat/re -'Sivdtira^Ie Opinioii of Jra. 
hick Learning, had not ieen this Book; and 
M)iaVJidpM that might add fomc^iing 
by #&y ^f ^&tafciioh or Atftndiit, #U£ 
mm Hbt 'U altogether ufeieTs ; I at hft 
tifefttAr'd to ti^iifiate it a-ae^. 
' I.Mve-hfere and there added a Note , 
in "wmch thdre is ail ac<foant given of ibme 
^Kuk Alfah, ibMe Cuftdm of the Afebo- 
Si^taAs d^blaihM -, vir fi)mechW of that 
NaVmty'VMch I h^pt will ndt be imac- 
dibble. Aiid Jeift any Perfon /hdtdd, 
ifar6up It^fia^, mak^ dny ill ufe df it, I 
hav*e fubj6hi*d an AffenMn , thb Defiga 
(^ wMdi t^ Vciadistx fiiiay (be th ks^^rbper 

s.» • V i> *"■•"•♦. •■ •■ *' • f V . ' t ' .•« 
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The Bookfeller tb the Reader. . 

* 

W/ff^ Tl'fi^ undertook the PatUcstiofH 
^thisEMUfi}Trd9^ion^ J thought 
it^ pfouldnat ke dmijs to fnfenf the World vtitk 
A Sfecimeh of it frB. But fikee jhe Imtro-, 
dnitian is Jkehj tnet the Reader can no 
more by it iive 4 Guefs^iv^st is eontsin^d im 
the Book itfflf^ thm 4 AUn c^ujudge of his Etu 
tertdimnent tyJeesMg the Cfosth laia^; I h^ve 
tho^ht itmsejf^jj tpgimt him s BiB of Fsre: 

The De^n of the Author (who was .a MsAo^ 
metanPhloJopker) is tofiew horn Humane Red^ 
fonm^^ hfQbferf/atiou^^ndExperiiHee^ arrive 
^.^hf}J^n4^^^^ and from 

thence to Super natutal ; fartieularlj the lyeom^ 
ledge of God and a Future State. And in ordet 
to this^ h fuffofes a Perfon brought up hj him* 
felf^ where he was altogether aefiitute (^ any 
Jn/truHionj hut what he could get from hie own 
Objervdtion. 

He lofs the Scene in fbme Fortunate Iffand^ 
fituate under the EquinoBial\ where he fapfo^ 
Jes this Phihfifher^ either^* ^fo-huf^ been bred 
(according to AvicenV Hjfothe^s^ who eot^ 
ceiy^d a Pcffibility of a Manh bang formed by 
the Jnfiuence of the Planets upon Matter right fy 
' dijpojedji witmut either Father or Mother ; or 
em exposed in his Jnfancy^ and * • • »» 

Juckled by a Roe^ Not that our 4 
any futh mttea^J bnt pnlj having defign^d /a 




j^nmt^n 



J 



Mfttrwt B convement fUce fir his Fhihfofhet^ 
Co M to le0w him to Red/on ty himfdfy snA m^i 
bis OhfirvsUioHs without atyi, Guide. In whith 
Rekaum^ hi frofofti hoth thefe wspjfs^ wirhdut 
fftiking OHi Word in favour of ekher. - 

Thin hi fhfws hy what Sttfs snd Ikgrees in 
sivMi^d in thi KjfowUdge of Natural Things ^ 
Sii At UJt^hi fiTiiiv'd the Neeiffitj ^f%ekmw^ 
UJ^ing snlnfinitij EterniU^ fVifi CreMSar.and 

nlfitbi ' Immstiridlkj and ImmortiMirjt ^^J ¥^ 
mm Sonly and tha its Hdffinefs eOnfified only 
im d iontimid ^onji/t^ffion with this fufirtkm 
Biis^. 

The Mmtr of this Book is cnriosssj mdfuU 
ofufiful Tlieoremsi he snskes ^m^ ilfr if the 
Pirifstitick Philojbphj^ which hijeems to hdve 



WiB under fiood ; it mufi hi confefs^d indeed^ 
thst when he comes to tdik cf the Vnion with 
God^, Sec (ss in the IntroiuSion) there are 
fome EnthufidAiik-Notioms^ which- wr- Pdr^ 
ticuidrlj confister^d dnd refuted bj the Editor 
in his Afundix. 

Whcfsuefign infuUiflsing this TrdnJUtion^ 
wnt to give $ho/e who are ss jet undcqudinted 
mthii:^ d T^f^ <f the Acamta dnd Genius cf 
ii^Arabiafi Pm/ofifhersj dnd to excite joun^ 
Scholdfs to the redding o/thofe Authors y whichy 
through d groeusdlefs Conceit of their Imferti^ 
nence dud J^nofducCy hdveheen too /ong neg^ 
Mid. . ... 

Jnd 



will «f h- #<Jffff^ jfffi4g^^fAakkM (h fi({' 

vm m^ m. Ar^ five k^ikirU. %^fimt. 

his '<m» Coifntrj'tnen M that timey tnitfiiid 
kni0c^i^i f>f(^i^imtf<^Sfy*:4I^Mthor 

fj^, Skmtih' ■ V ., ... '■■\ ••.•..^i-.vv^■•: u\;iv 
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Abu faafhar Ehn TcfhaiFs 

tNTRODUCTION 

To the LIFE of . 

HM Ehn Yokdhufu 




* In the Namt of the mofi Merciful Godi 

L E s s E D be the Almighty and Eter- 
^ flal, the Infinitely Wife and Merci- 
ful God, f who hath taught us the Vfe of the 
Fen \ yf^ho out. 6f his. great Goodnefs to 

* In the Name, &c.] this is the ufiklVorm with vchicbth^ 
Mahometans begin all their f^ritivgiSy Boofit dad EpijiUf. C* 
ifer/'Chgfter in tl:(4 Alcoran begnis [d^.andail their AHtbfrs 
bdvefoUowed this wajf ever fin^t. The Eafiern Chriftians^ tp di^ 
ftinguijb tbemfelves from tki Mahometans, begin their tf^riuitgf 
mth Btfmi'labi Wa'libfri, &c. In the Name of the Fatbtr, 
^a4 of the.Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, One God ; qidfo d^ 
ibb Ethiopians. H^e here in England oh[trve fmething lil^e 
tbitin Wills^ wberie the ufu4,l Form isy la the Name ot Qoi^ 
Atnen. , . 

t Tbifi wcrds^ [Who hath ttught us the life of the Pen | 
who hath taught Man wh.at he did, not know,] are taken pui 
«f the XCVIjr cbapifr of the Alcoran, acmiitg to thofe Editi^ 
ons of it which are now in ufe : but Joannes Andreas Mauru^, 
(who was Alfaqui, or chief VoSdr of the Moors in Sciatinia,W 
the H^ngdom of Valencia in Spain, and afterwards icnverted tQ 
tbeChriftian Religion in the Tear of our lord 14S7.) /*>/, that 
if is the firft Chapter tHkt wd^written of all the Alcoran.. Bup 
i^etbat hop it wi(iy we may from hence ^ and infinite .other places^ 
obferve theftrange way which fbefe Eafiern IVf iters bdve oj^vtQ* 
ting n^^f.Alcoran j for tbey intermix; thofe Exfrifftons which the/ 
tal^emit of it with their oxKn words ^ without giving the Reader 
tbe^leafi ^mce or Hint whence they had ibem^ or wbero tofini 



1 Ahu Jaaphar Ehn "tofhairs 

Mankind, has made him underfiand Things 
uphich he did not know. I praife him for his 
excellent Gifts, and give him thanks for 
lus continued Benefits, ^ and I teftify that 
there is but One God, and that he has no 
t^artner ; f and that MJHOA^ T is his 
Servant and Apoftle, enduM wi«i an excel- 
lent Spirit, and Matter of convincing De- 
monftration, and a vi£lorious Sword: the 
Bleding of God be upon him, and his Com- 
panions, (Men of gretett Thoughts, arid vaft 

- Underflandings,) and upon an his Follow- 
ers, to the End of the Worid^ 

You askM mfe. Dear Friend, (God pre- 
fer ve you for ever, and make you Parta- 
ker of everlafting Happinefs) to commu- 
nicate to you what I knew concerning the 
MyfleriesoftheEaftern Phifofophy, men- 
tion'd by the || Learned Avicenna: Now 

* you muft underftand, that whoever defigns 



* And I teftify, 6?*^.] After be pad tedifei the Unity of the 
Godhead^ be immediately adds La Sharica Leho, That be has 
no Partner. Tbefe rcords frequently WQtf in tbe Alcoran, dni 
are particularly levell'd againtl the ChriBianSy which Mahomet 
frequently calls Mufliricoun, /. e, Aifociantes, Joyning Part- 
ners with God, becaufe tbey acl^nnvledge tbe Divinity of our 
Bleffed Saviour, 

t Tbe whole Mahometan Creed conpfis cnly of thefe two Ar^ 
tides. I . There is no God but God, [i. e. Tber£ is but One 
God] and i. Mahomet is bis Apoftle. i< very Jhort Creeds but 
their Explications of ity mal{e amends for its jhortnefs. Tbe Rea- 
der may fee a Parapbrafe of it out of Algazali, in Dr. Pocodc's 
Specimen Hiftoria? Arabum. p. 274- 

II The Learned Avicenna] This great Man was born in Bo- 
chara^ a City famous for tbe Birth ^d great many verjlearhed 

to 



INTRODUCTION. ^ 

to attain to a clear and diftinft Knowledge, 
miift be diligent in the fearch of it. In- 
deed your requeft gave me a noble tprn of 
Thought, and brought me to the under- 
ftanding of what J never knew before; nay, 
it advanced me to fpch an elevation, as no 
Tongue, how eloquent foever; is able to 
exprefs ; and the realbn is, becaufe 'tis of 
a quite different nature and kind from the 
Things of this World ; only this there is 
in it, that whoever has attained to any de- 
gree of it, is fo mightily affefted with Joy 



mm 



Men ; it lyes in $6 Vegrees^ andsq Minnies of tcngituie/eelienm 
ing ff0n the Fwtunate IJlands^ nnd 39 Degrees and $0 Minutes 
of Hwthem Lstitude, A f leaf Ant flaee^ and full of good Build" 
ings^ having without the City agfeat many Fields and Gardens^ 
unnJ about which there is a grUt JVaU ofXlt, Parafanga, or 
3^ Miles longy which encomp^es both the Fields and the City, 
Abulphed. Golius'j Hotes upon Alferganus. Thus much eon* 
uming the Flace eftts lUttvity\ he was horn in the Tear of 
the Hegira 37Q. which is about the $%h Tear of ChriS. He was 
indeed d prodigious Scholar \ he had learn'd the Alcoran, and 
wis Well initiate Unto Human Learning hejbre he wasTsn feats 
old ; then hefiudiei L^icli and Arithmeticf^^^and read overEuclid 
without any help y only his Mafter fiow'd him how to demonflrato 
the firft five or fix Fropofitions 5 then he read Ptolemy*s Alma- 
geft, and gf$erwards a great many Medicinal Books ; and dU 
this before be was fixteen years old. He was not only a great Phi- 
lofophet and Phyficiany but an excellent Fhilologer and Poet. A- 
mngfi other of bis Learned IVvrl^s^ he n rote an Arabic^, Lexicon ; 
hut it is tofi. Befides alltbisy he was a t^i\iery and met with 
a great many Troublesy which nevertbelefs did not abate his inde* 
fatigable Induftry. the Soldiers once mutiny* dy and broke open 
his Houfcy and carry* d him to Prifony and nould fain have ffer» 
fwdd(d the ^ultan Shemfoddaulah to have put him to Peath , 
whith he refupngy was forced to Banifh him.. After a Life fpei i 
in Study and Ttoubletjfaving written more Learned Books than be 
livd Tears J he died, Aged 58 Tears. 

A 2 Plea-- 



4 Ahu Jadphar Ehn Tophaiis 

Pleaftire , and Exultatfioft,- that tis im- 
fbflible for him to cohceial his fehfe of it, 
but he is forc'^d to utter fomc general E)t- 
preflions, 'fince he cannot be particular* 
Now if a Man, who has not been polifh^4 
by good EducJation^ happens to attain tx) 
that ftate,' he r ans out intq ftrange Exprefr 
lions, and fpeaks lie knoWs not ^hat ; ^ 
that one of this fort of Men, wheninth^t 
ftate, cry'd out, ^ Praife he to me ! How 
'wonderful am I! Another faid, f/ am 
Truth ! Another , That he was Gdd. ||- Jku 



■ ■— — — ^ai 



. * Subhheniy Praife be to me] ffiich is an txprejfion never 
us'd but nben they fpedk of God. , 

1 1 am Truth] Qr, I am the True God. For the Arabielr 
nord Alhakko fgnifies both y ,and is vtty often us*d for one of 
the Mimes or Attributes ofGoiL Kamiz^. Ih'. Pocock. Speci- 
men pag. 268.^ . ^ 

II Abu Hamed AlgazaUj^;^^ Abu.Hained Algazaliri^aafjtr 
concerning thoje Men nho were fo v.ild'dnd Enthufiaftick as to 
ufe fuch extravagant exfrejfionsy appears plainly from tbofe words 
of bis quoted by Dr, Pocock in bis Specimen *p*i ^7. vfbere be 
fays, " People ran on to I'uch a degree, (of madnejs you nuty 
*' be fure) as to pretend to an Union with God, and a figtt 
** of him without the interpofition of any Veil, and f^mi- 
^ Jiarly difcourfe with htm. And a litUe afteryWhicU fort 
" of Speeches have pcca(ion*d great , mifqbiei:s am6ng tiie 



. ror men are nacuraijy pieasa wun lucn nucounes, as 
*^ give them a liberty to negled their bufinefs, and with- 
** al promife them purity of Mind, and the attainment of 

. '^ flrange degrees aHd proprieties. Now the moft ftupid 

. '^ Wretches in Nature may pretend. to this, and have in 
'' their Mouths fu^h talie and deceitful expreffions. And. 

. *' i^ any one clenies what £hey fay, they immediately tell 
•* you, that this Unbslicf of yOurs proceeds from Learning 
" and to^/V^: and that Learning Ts « Feily and Logiekyli^* 
f^ hour ot the brain, but that th^fe things which they af- 

Hame4 
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flamed JlgazJIi^ when he had attained tp 
It, exprefs'd himfelf thus, 

« 

^Trpas what it wasj '*tis not to be exprefs'd ; 
Enquire no further^ but conceive the bejt. 

But he was a Man that had good Learning, 
• and was well vei sM in . the Sciences. What 
fJvenpace fays at the end of his Difr 
couHe concerning the V N 1 N ^ is 
worth your Obferving; There he, fays 
That ^twill appe4t plainly to any one that un^ 
derfiands the design of his Bookj that that de^ 
gree is not attainable by the means of thofe 
Sciences which were then in /^fe ; but that he 
attained to what he kuew^ hj betng altogether 

•* firtn, are difcbvered only lawardly the by the tight of 
*^ th^ TRUTH. And this which tii^}^ a£rA)> has Ipread 
^ it /^/f through a great ma«y Conat^ies, and produc'da 
*' great deal of Mifchief. Thus far Alga^ali. H^w txa^Jy 
this aniwers tie wild extravagancies of our Enthufiaflsy let 
themfelves ^udge. And witbal I vouli^ave them from hence 
learn tbeMedefty not to pretend to be ibefirft after the Apples 
who bad endeavour d to turn Men from Varknefs toLlG HT^ 
fince they fee fo many vortby Fetfons among the Mahometan^ 
gone before them. 

t Avenpace] This Author is oftentimes quoted by the Name 
^Ebn'olfayeg 5 -he- was accounted a Fhilojopher of great (ngel 
nuity ani -^ucigment. Mzin\ior)\dt^ in bis Epiflle to R. Siamuel 
Aben Tybbqn. gives him a great CbaraHer. Abu'l Hafen Ali, 
Tffhocolle^edaltbis pyorliSy and reduced ibem into One Volume^ 
' prefers bim before all the Mahometan ^ilohphers wbatfoever, 
lie was famous for his Foury as wellasPbilofopby i he died youngs 
being poifon*d a% FeZy^in the Tear of the Hegira 533. i.e. of 
ChriQy 1138, pr 19. others in the Tear 52 f. which anfwers to 
4 1 J r ♦ M^ rf bit fVorfis are im^eS. See I )r. Vocock^ Elen- 
,chus Scriptorum^rf/fx'rf to the Arabick, Edition of this Book- 
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Abfirdcted from any thing, which he had been 
acquainted with before ; and that he was fur^ 
nijb'd with other Notions altogether indefen^ 
dent upon matter ^ and of too noble a nature 
to be any way attributed to the Natural Ufe^ 
hut were peculiar to the Bleffed^ and which 
upon that account we may call Divine pro- 
prieties y which God (whofe Name be frais'^d) 
bestows upon fuch of his Servants as he 
fleafes. 

Now this degree which this Author men- 
tions, is -attainable by Speculative Know- 
ledge,(nor is it to be doubted but that he had 
reach'd it himfelf ;) but not that which we 
have juft now mentioned, which notwith- 
ftanding is not fo much different from it in 
kind as in degree : for in that which I men-- 
tion'd there are no Difcoveries made wliich 
contradict thofe which this Author means; 
but tiie difference confifts in this, viz. that 
in our way there is a greater degree ofCIear- 
nefs and Perfpicuity than there is* in the 
other : for in this we apprehend things by 
the help of foniething, which we cannot 
properly call a Power ; nor indeed will any 
of thofe words, which are either us'd in 
common difcourfe, or occur in the Writings 
pf the Learned, ierve to exprefs That^ by 
which this fort of Perception do's appre- 
hend. ' ' 

_ » ■ • 

This^egree^ which I have already rncn* 
pon'd, (and wljjch perhaps I fhbuld never 

have 
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* 
have. Ijijid ^ny tjafte of^ if your requeft had 

not put me upon a farther fearch) is the 

very lame thing which Avicenna means, 

where he fays ; Then when a Mah^s defires are 

fiUs^d to A good^ pitchy and he is competent Ij 

mell exer^is^d in that waj^ there will affear to • 

him fome [mdl glimmerings of the Truth ^ as 

i% were ^^es of Lightnings very delightful^ 

which ]ufi jbine upon him^ and then go out ; 

Then the more he exercifes himfelf^ the oftner- 

he^ll perceive ^em^tiU at loft he^ll become fa 

well acquainted with them^ that they will oc- 

ct$r to mm fpontaneoujlj^ without any exercife 

4t all's *^^ ^^^^> ^^ J^^^ ^ ^^ p^^ceives any^ 
things^ he applies himfelf to the Divine EJ^ 
ffncey fo as to retain fome imprejfton of it j 
then fomething occurs to him on a fudden^ 
v^hetehy he begins to difcern the Truth in every- 
thing \ tills through frequent exercife ^ he at lafi 
attains to a perfeB Tranquility ; and thaf 
which us^d to appear to him only by fits and 
HartSs becomes habitual ; and that which watt 
only a glimmering before ^ a con if ant Light -^ 
and he obtains a confiant andfteady Kjiawledge^ 
Thus far Avicenna^ Befides^ he has given 
an account of thofe feveral fteps and de* 
grees by which a Man is brought to«this 
perfeflion; till his Soul is like a polifh'd 
Looking-glals, in which he beholds the 
Truth : arid then he fwims in pleafure^ and 
rejoyces exceedingly in his Mind, becaui^ 
of the impreiEon? of Truth which he per^ 

A 4 ceives 
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ceives in it. When he is once attained thus 
far, the next thing which employ* him is, 
that he fometimes looks towards Truth , 
and fometimes towards him/elf ; znd thus 
he fluctuates between both, till he retires 
from himfelf wholly, and looks only to- 
ward the Divine Effence ; and if he do's 
at any time look towards his own Soul> 
the only reafon is, becaufe that l0oks to- 
wards God ; and from thence arifes a perfeQ: 
jCpnjunftion [with God.] . 

And according to this manner which he 
lias defcrib'd, he do's by no means allow 
that this Ta^'ie is attained byway of Spe-. 
culatipn or Deduction of Confequences. 
Arid that you may the more clearly ap- 
prehend the difference between the per- 
ception of thefe fort of Men, and thole 
other ; I fhall propofe you a familiar in- 
ftance. Si^ppofe a Man born Blind, but 
bf quick Parts, and a good Capacity, a 
tenacious Meniory, and folid Judgment, 
,who*had liv'd in the place of his Nativity, 
till he had by the help of the reft of his 
Senfes, contrafted an acquaintance with a 
great many in the Neighbourhood, ancl 
learjiM the feveral kinds of Animals, and 
Things inanimate, and the Streets and 
Houfes of the Town , fo as to go any 
.where about it without a Guide, and to 
'}inow fuch people as he met , and call 
thgm by their names j d^n^ knew the 

names 
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lian^es of ^ Colours, and the difference of 

them by -their defcriptions and definir 

tions; and after he and learn'd all this^* 

fhonld have his Eyes openM: Why^this 

Man, when he walk'd about the Town, 

would find every; thing to be exaftly Zr. 

freeable to thoife notions which he had 

before.; and that Colours were fuch as. 

he had before conceiv'd them to be, by 

thofe defcriptions he had received : fo that 

the difference between his apprcheniions 

when blind , and thofe which he would 

have how his Eyes were opened, would 

tonfifl only in thefe two great Things, 

one of wmch is a confequent of the o- 

ther, i^i^. a greater Clearnefs, and extream 

Delight. From whence 'tis plain, that the 

condition of thofe Contemplators , who 

have '.not yet attained to the V N 10 N 

[with GOD] is exadly like that of the 

Blind :Man'; aiid the Notion which a 

Blind Man has of Colours, by their de- 

fcription, anfw^ers to thofe things which 

Avenfdoe laid were of too noble 4 nature 

to be sLtrj rvajs attributed to the Natural Life^ 

and, tphich God beftoivs upon fuch his Ser^ 

vanis as he fleafes. But me condition o.f 

thofe who have attained to the VNIOA\ 

to whom God has given that which 
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* 7ta* this tn^Ana will ferve tQ exilain the ntcaning cf the 
^*ar, ye$ *tit very impiper^ heckle 'tis utterly imfoffihh t9 
give a Math that is birn Blinl, tbt leafi notion or ideM of 
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I told you could not be properly exprefs'd 
by the word POfVERj is that fecond 
State of the Blind-man cur'd* Take no- 
tice by the way, that our Similitude is 
not exadly applicable in every cafe; 
for there is very fcldom any one found 
that is born mth his Eyes of en , that 
ean attain to thefe things without any 
help of Contemplation* 

Now (my Dear Friend) I . do not 
iiere , \*^hen I fpeak of the Ideas of the 
Contemplative J mean what they learn from 
the Study of Phyficks ; nor by the no- 
tions of thofe who have attained to the 
VNlONy what tl^y learn from the Stu- 
dy of Metaphyficks (for thefe two way^ 
of learning are vailly different, and mull • 
by no means be confounded.) But 
what I mean by the Ideas of the 
Contemplative is, what is attained by the 
Study o£ Metaphyficks, of which kind is 
that which Avenface underftood ; and in 
the apprehenfion of thefe things, this con* 
dition is neceffarily required , viz. that it 
be nianifeftly and clearly true ; and then 
there is a middle fort of Speculation, 
between that, and thofe who have 
attain'd to the VNIOJ^ ^ who em- 
ploy thcmfelves in thefe things with 
greater perfpicuity and delight* 

No\f 
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Now J^enpace blames all thoie that 
make any mention of this pleafure which 
is enjoy a in the t) NIONy before the 
Vulgar ; befides he faicf, that it belong'd- 
to the imaginative Faculty ; and promised 
to write a Book about it , in which he 
d^efign'd to give an accoqnt of the whole 
matter, anddefcribe the condition of thofe 
who were fo happy as to attain it clearly 
and perfpicuoufiy ; but we may anfwer 
him with the Old Proverb , viz. Don'i 
fdj a thing is Jtveet before jou t^fie arit ; for 
he iiever was fo good as his word, nor 
perform'd any thing like it. But 'tis pro- 
b^ble that the reafon why he did not , 
was either becaufe he was ftreightned for 
Time, being taken up with his Journev 
. to Wahran \ or elle, becaufe he was fenfi- 
ble, that if he fhould undertake to give 
a defcription of that State, th6 Nature of 
fuch a. kind of Difcourfe, would unavoid- 
ably have put him upon a neceflity of 
Ipe^king fome things, which would ma- 
nifeftlyliave reproach'd his own manner 
of living, and contradided thofe Princi- 
ples wliich he himf^lf had elfewhere laid 
down; in which he encourages Men to 
heap up Riches , and propofes feveral 
ways and means in order to the accjuiring 
them. 

>^e have in this Difcourfe (as necefiity 
requirM) difgrefs'd fomething from the 

maia 
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main Defign of what you defir ci ; it ap- 
pears from what has been aheady faid, 
that you muft either mean, i. -That i 
fhould defcribe to you, what they fte and 
tafte, who are fo happy as to enjoy the 
V N 10 Ny (which is , impoflible to b^ 
defcribcd as it really is ; and when any 
one goes about to exprefs . it , eithcf 
by Speech or Writing, he quite alters 
the thing ^ and finks into the fpecula- 
tive way* For when you once conie tq 
cloath it with Letters and Words, it comes 
nearer to the corporeal Wprld, and does 
l)y no means remain in the lame State that 
it was in before ; and the Significations of 
thefe Words, which are ufed m the explain^ 
ifig it, a;re quite alter'd ; fo that it occaT 
ijons a great many real Miltakes to fome^ 
and makes others believe, that tljey are 
mift^ken, when indeed they are not; 
and the reafon j6f this is, bj^caufe it is a 
thing of ififinite Extent, comprehending 
^11 things in it felf, but not comprehended 
by any.) . Or elfe the meaning of your Re- 
quell muft be this, that I -fhould iHewyou 
after wh^t manner they proceed, who 
give themfelyes to Contemplation. And 
this (my good Friend) is a thing which is 
capable of being exprefs'd both by Speech 
and Writing ; but 'tis as fcarce as old Gold, 
cfpecially in tliis part of the World where 
we live : for 'tis fo rare, that there's hard- 
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ly one of a thoufand jgets fo rniich as ar fmar 
tering of it ; and of thofe few, fcarce any, 
Iiavcf communicated any thing. of what they 
knew in that . kind, but only by oblcrrtre 
Hints, in^ Innuendoh. Indeed tli6^ Hi- 
mpick ScGtj and the Mahometan Religion, 
doe forbid Men to dive too far into this 
matter. Nor would 1 have you think, 
that the Philofbphy which we find in the 
Book's of Arifiotle^ and 'j* Al^harahius^ and 



* The Hdnijfitick Seft, knd the Mdhmet^^ KdigfenJ rtir 
ify n^ Wily the Hanificick 5e^, btn evn ths Mahometsn Reii* 
gim t99i of'w^^b thst StH it d Branch j does forbid the ever 
curious enquiring into ib'efe dbjirufe Matters. . tits SeS vfof £ 
very early one among tbe Mahometaos, for it had its Piame from 
Abu Haaii'ah Al Nooinan, who was born in the Zoyear tf 
Hegira, or according to others in the 70. J mufi confefs 
that it feems fomething odd^ tbdijje Jhould mention that SeHfirJt^ 
and then ri^ Mahometih ReUgioM which iweUtdetitj and if it 
bad not been for the word Aiifhariyato, wbicb^ if I midake not^ 
ii never usd to expKefs any farticularSeSy buifgnijes a Religion^ 
^taw bfX^U, ifhottid have tmderftood thofe 9fMt ^ the 
Se8 of Mah<»met Ebn Edris Aflhaphieofis. See Ik. Pocodk'j 
ip^imen p. 19$: Or eife tbe Hankitick ^e^ and tbe Mabo- 
netan ReligioiA may fignifie the fame thiy^y beamfe Abraham, 
(whofe Religion the Mahometans petend to feiaw) it called in 
the Alcoran Hanif. Dr. Sike. 

t AlpharabiusJ JVitbout Exception^ the greatefi of all tbe 
Mthometan Fbilofafbert^. recl^on^d bf fomevery near equal to 
Ariftotle himfelf. Mairaonidej, in the Epiftle which I yuji 
mm mention^ commends him highly ;* and tbo* be allows A* 
}rktnn^ a great Jharet^ Learnings ii»i Acumen. $ yet beprefert 
Alpharabius before him, . Hay^ Avicenna himfelf confejfesy that 
ithen he had read outr Ariftotle*5 Metupbyftcks forty rimet^ and 
gotten the^by heart % that be never tmderflood them till ho 
bappemi upon Alpharabius'x Exf^fition of them He wrote Book* 

JF Rhetirlcii, MuBcfiy Logickt dnd aH parts of Pbilojophy 3 and 
it-Writings have been much efieemedi not only by Mahometans, 
^^i Jews and Chriilians too.^ He »M* .4 Ferfon offmg^Ur Ab. 
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in Jvicenffa'sBook^which be caM^ MJbefhay 
does anfwer the end which you iim at, 
nor have a^y of the {j Spamjb thilofbphers 
writ fully and fatismdtorily about it. 
Becaufe thofe Scholars which were bred 
in Spaipfy before the Knowledge of Lo- 
gickand Philofophy wasbroach'damcngft 
them, fpent their whole Lives in Mathe- 
maticks, in which it muft be allow'd, they 
made a great Progrefs, but Went no farther. 
After them came a Generation of Men, 
who apply 'd themfelves niore to the Art 
of Realoning, in which they excelPd xheir 
PredecejQTors, yet not fo as to attain to true 
Perfe^ion. So'that one of them faid, 

^Tishard the kinds ofKj^owhdge are but two^ 
"The Ope erroneous y the Other true. 

The former profits nothing when * t is gained ^ 
The other^s difficult to be attdin^d. 

f iiBi> 111! i\ r - - , ^ 

ftinence and CMtinencejfnd a Defpiftr of tbethingi 4ftbk IVtirld, 
Bets gdlCd AlpHarabius from Farab, ^be. place cfhisBinby 
wbich according to Abulpfaicda (who recl^cns bis Lw^hude not 
from the Forttmaie IJldndSn but from the extremity of the j^iyf^m 
Continent rf Africa) bat 88 d€g. 30 min. of Longitude and 44. 
deg. of Nortbem Latitude. He died at Damafcus in the Tear 
eftbeUegivdL 33^. that isj abeut tbeT^at of Cbrifi y^o. wbem 
lie TPat about f our fcere Tears Old. 

n The ^;ini/b Philbfophers.] this it mn to be under/iood of 
any Cbtifiians in Spain, but Habemetant ; for the Mows ton-^ 
fuer*d a great f^t of Spain^ in the Ninety Firft Tear tftbe Hegi<- 
ra, wbicb anfwert partly to tbe Tear of our Urd 710. After* 
wardt\ at Learnifigrew up am&ngft tbe Eafiern lAabemetanr^ 
it in^redfed fropomonably amwg tbe WefUm too > and ibey 
bad a great many Learned Men in Taledo and other Flaees. tbe 
Author of this Book ^at a Spaniard, at af peart from an £x- 
frejion towards tbe nitf tbit tfeface. 

After 
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After thefe cailJeH)tHjers, who ftill ad* 
vanc'd fiirther, and made nearer approach- 
es to the Truth; among whom there was 
one that had a (harper Wit, or truer no- 
tions of things than Avenfisce^ but he was 
too much taken up with Worldly Bufinefe, 
and Died before he had time to open the 
Treafury of his Knowledge^ fo that moft 
of thofc pieces of his which are extant, 
at!e imperfeft ; particularly his Book ^J^ut 
the Soul J and his TedJhiroUmotawahhid^ u e. 
JFiew A. Mm ought to manage' himfelf that 
teais a Solitary Life. So are his Logicks 
and Phyficks. Thofc Pieces of his which 
are complcat, are only fliort TraSs and 
fome occafional Letters. Nay, in his Epi- 
ftle concerning the VNION^ he himfelf con- 
fdfes that he hod wrote nothing compleat, 
where he fays. That it v^ould require a gretkt 
deal of trouble andfdns to exfrejs that char-' 
iy tvhich he^had ^f$dert^ken to prove -^ and, 
that the method rvhich he had made u/e of in 
explaining himfelf tPa^ not in many places jo 
exa^ ^as it might have heen; andy that he 
■ defign^d^ if he had time^ to alter it. So much 
: fav J^enpace^ I for my part never faw 
him^-and asfor his Contemporaries, they 
weifefar infcriour to him, nor did I ever 
fee any of their Works. Thofe who are 
now 'alive, are, either fuch as are ftill ad- 
vancing forwards, or elfe fuch as have left 
off, without attaining to perfeftiop; if 

there 
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-there are any dther, I know iiothing of 
them. ' . , 

As to thofc Works of Jlphardhhs which 
-are extant, they are moft of them Logicki 
There are a great many things very du- 
bious iti his Philofophical Works ; for in 
his MelUtvlphddelahj u e. The moft excellent 
^eB^ he afferts exprefsiy, that the Souls of 
Wicked Men jhsll fuffer tverUfting Pumjkr 
mnt; and ^et fays as pofitivefy in his 
Politicks that they fhafl be diffolvM and 
annihilated, and that the Souls of the Per- 
feft fhall remain for ever: And then in 
his Ethicksy fpeaking concerning^ the Hap- 
pinefs of Man, he \2iysj that it isonij in this 
■ Life^ and then adds, that whatfoever Fed-- 
fie talk of befides^ is meer Whintfy and old 
. Wives ^ fables. A principle, which if b^- 
iievM Would make all Men defpair of 
the Mercy of God, and pots the Good 
4ind Evil both upon the lame Level , in 
that it makes annihilation the common 
end to them both. This is an Error not 
to be pardon'd by any means, or made 
amends for. Befides all this, he had. a 
meah Opinion of the Gift of Prophecy, 
and faid that in his Judgment it d^d be- 
long to thQ faculty of Imaginationy and that 
'^ he preferM Philofophy ' before it ; with a 
great many other thiiigs of the like na- 
ture, not neceflary to pe mentioned heoe. 
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*^^lgttalliJ Me wss an Eminent PhUofopber^ Bom at ThA^ 
4 famous Citj of Chorafan^n the Tear of the Hegira 450. of 
Cbrijl ioy8. He iiaiin'm Tear of the Hegira joy. of Chrifi 
1 1 1 f- Dr. Pocock's Elenchus Scr iptor. 

B fophers 



As for the Books of Jriltotle^ Avictn^ 
n^s Expofition of them in his Alfhefhn ] 

[i. e. Health] fupplies their Room , for he J 

trod in the fame ftcps and was of the 
fame Seft. In\ the beginning of that i 

^ook, fays, that the Truth was in his ■ 

opinion different from ^what he had 
there dehverd, that he had written that 
Book according to the Philofophy of the 
FerifAteticks j but thofe that would know 
the Truth clearly, and without Obfcu- 
rity, he refers to his Book, Of the Eafi^ 
trn Philofophy. Now he that takes the ^ 
pains to compare his Alfiepha with what 
JrifiotU has written, will find they a- 
gree in moft things, tho' in the JljUfhA 
there are a great many things which 
are not extant in any of thofe pieces 
which we have of Ai^iHotle. But if the 
Reader, take the literal Senfe only, ei- 
ther of th^ Aljbepha or Ariflotle ^ with 
put penetrating into the hidden Senfe, 
he will never attain to perfection, as 
Avicerma, . lAmfelf obferves in the ui/- 
fifephd. 

* As for Algdzaliy he often contradicts 
himfelf, denying in one place what he af- 
firmM in another. He taxes the Philo- 
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fophers with f Herefy^ in his Book which 
he calls Altehafhol^ , i. e. DejiruStion^ becaufe 
they deny thfe Refurreftion of the Body, 
and hold that Rewards and Punilh- 
ments in a Future State belong to the 
Soul only. Then iathe beginning of his 
Almiz^an^ i. e. The Balance^ he affirms po^- 
fitively, that this is the Ddftrine of the * Su- 
fhians^ and that he was convinc;'d of the 
truth df it, after a great deal of Study and 
Search. There are a great many fuch 






t Herefy,] In Arabick the word Kafara, fgnifies to be 
an Infidel, but tbty ufe it commnl/ ds we do the nMd Herefy, 
viz. when a Ferfm holds any thin^ erro»eouf in Fundamentals, 
tho Orthodox in other points, 

* The Doiftrine of the Suphians.J the SupHians dre an Eii- 
tbttfiafiieliSe^ amongft the Mahometans fomettkng ii\(i Qui^tifts 
and Quakers ; thefe fet up a firiHer fm of Difcipline, and pr^ 
tended to great Abfiinence and Contempt of the JVorld, and alfo tg 
M grater Familiarity andfiriHer Union withGod than other SeSs' j 
they u}ed a great many firange and extravagant aSions and utter 
Biafphemous Exprefflons, Al Hofain Al Haliagi was eminent 
dmongfi them about the Tear of the Hegira 300. *T»as be that 
mote in one of his Epiftles^ Blefled is he that poflefles the Qiu 
ning light, (^c. and pretended that God dwelt in him. The 
learited among the Arabians are not agreed , about the de^ 
rivation oftheff^ordSuRt Suphian. It ^emsnot to be known 
among them till about the zoo Tear of the H^ira. The moft pro* 
table Interpretation of it is from the Arahicifiword Sdph, which 
fgnifies Wool, becau{e thofe that followed this SeH refufed to 
wear Silli^ and Chatbed themfelves only With iVool, Dr. Po* 
cock and Golius follow this Interpretation \ tho* the latter in bis 
Lexicon feems to doubt whether it is derivdfromtheGreeii ctopo^ 
vr from the Arabic^ Suph. the Sultan fl/Pcrfia is often caltd 
the ^ophy, becauje Ilmael the firft Sultan of that Family 
now in Perda who began to Reign in the 60s Tear of 
the Hegira, that is of our Lord the 1 j j^^ was of this SeS,\iz^ 
Sufi, a Suphian, 

Contra- 
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Gontradiflions as thefe ifiterfpers'd in his 
Works; which he himfelf begs Pardon for 
ill the end of his Mizan ALvrd [The BaU 
Uhce of Mens JBivns)] where he fays, that 
there are Three forts of Opinions; i. Such 
as are cdmmon to thjB Vulgar, and agree- 
able to their Notions of things. 2* 
Such as we commjDnly make ufe of in 
anfwering Queftions proposed to ns. 
J. Such private as a . 'Man has to 
himfelf, which none underftand but 
thofe who tliink juft as he does. And 
then he adds, that tho^ there were no 
more in what he had written thin on* 
ly this, 'Viz,. That it made 1 Mail doubt 
of thofe things which he had imbibed at 
firft, and heipd him to renlove the pre-' 
judices of Education^ that even that 
were fuiEeient ; becaufe, he that never 
doubts will never weigh things aright, and 
he that does not do that will never fee^ but 
remain in Blindnefs and Gonfufion. 

Be/ieve your Eyes^ but fiill fufpeB yoOr Earsy 
Touilneed no * StarMghty ivhen the day afpears^ 



* The wwd -which I have here renired Starlight, is Zobal in 
Arabick which fignifief Situtn. *ris a common way with 
the ArMitn Authors^ itfben tbty intend to Jhew a vd/t difpropor^ 
tion between things y to compare the greater to the Sun and tbi 
i^er to Saturn. The mesnifig of thit VidichAs that there is as 
much difference between nhat d Man l^nons by hear fay ^ or -Of hat 
notions be imbibes in bis Educa.viony and what he knows when be 
cbmes to examin things to the bottom, and \noro them experiment 
tsUjf^ is^bert, is betn een Twilight dnd Noonday • 

B a T^e 
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This is the accouht of Iiis way 6fPhilo- 
fophizing y the greateft part of which is 
enigmatical and full of obfcurity , and 
for that reafon of'no ufe to any but fuch 
as throughly perceive and underftand the 
matter before, and then afterwards hear* it 
from him again, or at leaft luch as are of 
an excellent Capacity, and can apprehend a 
thing from the leaft intimation. The fame 
Author fays in his Jljawahir [i, c*The Jervels'} 
that he had Books not fit to be communi- 
cated, but to fuch only as were qualified to 
read them, and that in them he had laid 
down the Naked Truth ; but none of them 
ever came into Spain that we know of: 
we have indeed had Books which fome 
have imagin d to^be thofe incommunicable 
ones he fpeaks of, but 'tis a miftake, fof 
thofe are Almaarefh AlakUyah [IntelleBual 
votic^s] and the Jlnafhchi waltefmjal {In- 
fist ion and jEquation] and befidcs thefe, ^ 
Colleclion of jeveral Queftions. But as for 
thefe, tho' there are fome hints in them^ 
yet they contain nothing of particular ufe 
to the clearing of things, but what you 
may meet with i;i his other Books. Tnere 
are,, 'tis true, in his Almekfad Alafna.^ fome 
tilings which are.more profound than what 
we meet with in the reft of his Books, but 
he exprefsly fays, that that Book is not 
incommunicahU ; from whence it follows, 

. . •thofe 
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thofe Books ,which arc come to our 
hands! are not thofe incomniunicable ones 
which he means. Sonae have fancy*d that 
there were fome great matters contained in 
that Difcourfe of his, which is at the end 
of his Mfchal [i. e. Cafemem'} ("which Fe- 
lief of theirs, has plunged them into inex- 
tricable Difficulties) where fpeaking of the 
feveral forts of thofe who ar? kept from* 
fieaper Approaches,by the Brightneis pf the 
radiation of the Divine light, and then of 
thofe who • had attainM to the VNJON^ 
he fays of thefe later, That they affrehend^ 
ed fuch Attributes to belong to the Divine Ef^ 
fence as were deJtruSfive of its Unity ; from 

whence it appearM to them that he be^- 
liev'd a fort of MultipUcity in the God- 
head, which is horrid Blafphemy. Now 
I make no Queftion but that the worthy 
Doftor Aigazali was one of thofe which 
attain d to the utmoft degree of |Iappinefs, 
and to thofe heights which ire proper to 
thofe who enjoy the VNION; but as 
for his fecret or incommunicable Books, 
which contain the manner of Revelation^ 
jhey never came to my hands : and that 
pitch of knowledge which I have attained 
to, is owing to his other works and to 
Avicennay which I read and compared with 
the Opinions of the prefent Philofophers, 
till at length I came to the knowledge 
of floe Truth. At firft indeed, by way of 
' B J Encjui- 
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Enquiry andContemplation;but afterwards 
I came to have a perfefl: lenfe, and then 
I found that I could fay fomcthing which 
I could call my own. Now I was re- 
folv'd that you fhould be the firft, to 
whom I' would Communicate* what I 
knew about thefe ma ttersi both upon the 
account of the Intimacy of our Friendiliip, 
and your Candor and Integrity. Only ob- 
ferve, that m,y difcovering to you the Ends 
which I attain'd in this way, .without prov* 
ing the Principles to you firft* by' which 
tliofe Ends are* attainM, will do you no 
more Service, than any other Story which 
you receive by tradition, or any thing 
told you in general, of which you don't 
know how to make a particular ap* 
plication. Prefuming that you will 
acdept it kindly, not for any' nierit 
of the Author, but upon the ?iccount of 
cur Friendfbip ^nd Acquaintance ; and I 
heartily defife that you mayn'^t fton here^ 
but afpire to a Ibftier degree: for** this is 
fo far from being able to bring you to 
thofe heights, that is not fuiBcient to fave 
you. Now I would lead you by the famfe 
paths which I have waik'd in before you, 
&nd make )^ou fteer by the fame Compafs, 
till you ai rive at the fame Point, and fee 
with your own Eyes what I have feen be- 
fpre you, fo as not to take it on truft any 
Jonger ffpq me, but to experie»ce it your 
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fcl£ But this is a matter which wilt 
not only require confiderable Time, 
but alio that you are free and difingag'd 
from all manner of BuHnefs, and follow 
it clofc with ' great Application. And 
if you arc really in earneft, and fet a- 
bout it heartily , you will rejoyce as one 
that has Travelled all Night do's when 
the Sua rifes upon him , and will receive 
a Blefltng for your Labour, and take 
delight in your Lx>rd, and he will delight 
in* you. And for my own part, you wilj 
find me, according to your own Hearts de- 
fire, juft luch an one as you could wi^i ; 
.and I hope that I Ihall lead you in the 
right way, free from Eyils and Dangers : 
and really I perceive fome Glimmerings 
now, by the help of which I Ihall inflame 
your Defire, and put you upon entring 
this way, by telling you the Story of 
Hd EJhn Tokdhany and ^/, and SAlaman 
(as AvicenpA calls them; in which, thofe 
tliat underftand themfelves right will find 
matter of Improvement, and worthy th^ir 
Imitation, 
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\_^ tell US9 that there is an Ifiand m 
the I^sm Oceaiiy ficuat-e under the Equino- 
BhaXy where Men come into the world ipon- 
taneouily without the help of Father and 
Mother. This Ifland it feems^ is bleil with 
fuch a due Influence of .the Sun^^as ta be 
the moft temperate and perfed: of all places 
in the Creation ; tho' \t muft be conie&d 
that fuch an Aflertion is contrary tto the 
Opinion of the mpft celebrated Philo4H>bfirs 
and FhyiicianS) who aiHrm that the fourth 
Climate is the moft Temperate* Now if 
the reaibn which thr^ give for this AiTer* 
tion I via^. That thjk pa^i$ punte under 
the E^uinoitid ate mt hisAUaUe * were dr^ wn 
&om any Imp^injent from the Earth, 
^'' allpw'd that it would appear noiore pro* 
. *. . V . . ' bablc J 



iS Hai Ebn YokdhatiT 

bable; but ifthereafonbe, becaufe of the 
inteiife Heat (which is that which moft of 
*em ^flign) ^tis abfolutely falfc^ and the 
contrary is prov'd by undeniable demonilra- 
tion. . For 'tis demonftrated in Natural 
Philpfophy, that there is no other caufe gf 
Heat than Motion, or elfe the Contad ^nd 
light of Hot Bodies. *Tis alfo prov'd that 
the Sun, in it felf, is not hfc, nor par* 
takes of any mi3^'d Quality : 'tis provd 
moreover, tha|: the thickeft and fmootheft 
Bodies receive Light ip the greateft de- 
gree of perfection ; and next to them, 
the thicker which are not fmooth , and 
thofe which are" very thiri receive 
no Light at all. (This was firft demon- \ 
ftratcd by Avisenna , never mentioned 
before by any of the Ancients.) From 
thefe Premifes, this Cdnfequcnce will ne- 
celTarily folk)w, vi£. That the Sun do's 
not Communicate his Heat to the Earth, 
after the fame fnanner as hot Bodies 
iieat thofe other Bodies which are hear 
them ; becaufe the Sun is not hot in it 
felf. Nor can it be faid that the Earth is 
heated by Motion, becaufe it ftands flill, 
and, and remains in the fame pofture, both 
when the Sun fhines upon it, and when it , 
does not, and yet 'tis evident to- Senfe, 
that there Is a vaft difference in it, in 
of lieat andCold, at thofe fevc- ^ 
■ ■'-■■ ■ • - rat 
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ral times. Nor does the Sun firft heat the 
Air, and fo the Earth; becaufe we may 
obfer ve in hot weather, that the Air whicn 
is neareflr the Earth, is hotter by much 
than that which is higher and more re- 
mote. It t-iemains therefore that the Sun 
has no other way of heating the Earth but 
by its Light,for Heat always follows Light, 
& that whlki its Beams are colle£led , as 
in Burning-Glaffes for inftance, it fires 
all before it. Now 'tis Demonftrated 
in Mathematicks, that the Sun is a Spheri- 
cal Body, and fo is the Earth ; and that the 
Sun is much greater than the Earth; and 
that part of the Earth ^hich is at all times 
illuminated by the Sun is above half of it; 
and that in that half which is illuminated, 
the .Light is moft intenfe in the midft; both 
becaufe that part is the moft remote from 
Darknefs, which is the Circumference 
pf the Circle, as alfo, becaufe it lies op- 
pofite to more parts of the Sun : and that 
thofe parts which are nearfeft the Circum- 
ference of the Circle, have lefs Light ; and 
fo gradually, till the Circumference of the 
Circle, which encompaites the illuminated 
part of the Earth, ends in Daricnefs. 

^ 2. Now that is the Center of the 
Circle of Light, where the Sun is Verti- 
cal to the Inhabitants, and then in that 
|)lace^ the Heat is moft extre^mly intenfe j 

and 
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and ib thofe Countries are the coldeft^ 
where tbe Sun is fartheft from being Ver- 
tical And if there were any fuch place 
yhere the Sun was always Vertical , it 
ixiuft needs be extream hot. Now ^tis 
denionftrated in Aftronomy , that the Sun 
is yertic^l twice a Year only, to thofe 
which live under the Equinp^ial,w-2;. when 
he enters into Aries and Libra ; and all the 
reft of the Year he declines from them,^ 
fix months Northward , and fix months 
Southward ; .and for that reafon they are 
neither too hot nor too cold, but of a Mo- 
(ierate Temper between both. There^s 
imuch more to be faid about this Ar- 

fumeAt, in order to the explaining it fully, 
ut it is not fuitable to our purpofe ; 1 
Ijave only hinted it to you, becaufe it helps 
t)ie Story a little, and makes it {bmething 
more probat>lo that a Man may be formed 
withouf: th# help of Father and Mother ; 
aiid there are fome which affirm pofitive- 
ly that H4f' £.h»TokdaH wasfo, others de- 
4y it, and tell the Story thus : 

§. ^. They fay, that there lay, not far. 
from this Qurlfland, another Great Ifland 
very fertile, and well peopled; which was 
then goverp'd by a Prince of a Proud and 
Jealous Difpofition : he had a Sifter of 
exquifite B^uty, which he confinM and 
f ^ftrainM from Marriage, becaufe he could 
* . not 
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not match l^r to one fuitableto her quaiityi 
He had a near Relation whofc Name was 
Tokdhan^ that courted this Priricefs, and 
Married her privately, aotOfding to the 
Rites 'xif Matrimony thef> :in u& amon] 
thcnl;^ it was not long before . (he prov'^ 
with Child, and was brougJk to Bed of i 
Son ; and being afraid . that/'it fbould lie 
difcovened,. fhe took him itt. the Even^ 
ing, and when fhe had Siicfded him Ihfi 
put Mm into a little Ark which ihecloTed 
up faft, and ib Conveys hitii: to the Sea 
fhore^, wirfi fome of her Servants ^JA 
Friends as fhe dould truft;; and them 
with an Heart equally aflfe£tcd with Lx>vc 
atid Fear, fhe take^ her bA leave of htm 
in tfasfe Words, God^ thm. fiarm^dlf thii 
Ghild: out of ni^hingy and di^fiiChtrifb him 
in the D/^ri receffes ifmj Whmb^ till h wa^ 
jeomffteat in dl hisfMfts;, I^feariftg the Cru^ 
eftj of a. Froudiindiinjufi IQng^ cc^igmt^him td 
^yGoodnefs^hofmg that thou who anj/tfsifefy 
mereifui^ y^ili ie fie Aid hj, thygramus Pra^ 
wdence to Prt^teB him^ And nefvir leave him 
defiitiite of thy CAre. ^ . I .; . .1 , 

. §4. Then fhe Tet him aflbafy. and ihat 
very bJight thef- Tide carried /him ^ affiorc 
on that Ifland we juft now-inentionld.; 
it ibrtun'd thit the Water beingihigh, car^ 
ried the ^ Ark a great way: Ion fhore^ 
farther than -it would have done at ano- 
ther 
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ther time, (for it rifes fo high but once a 
Year) and caft the Ark ipto a little fhady 
Grove,, thick fet with Trees, a pleafant 
place, where he was fecured both . from 
Wind and Sun ; when the Tide ebb'd^ the 
Ark was left there, and the Wind rifing 
blew an heap of Sand together be- 
tween the Ark and the Sea, fufBcient 
to fecure him from any future danger of 
fuch another Flood. 

§.5. The Violence of the Waves had 
loofned- the Joints of the Ark ; the Boy 
was Hungry and Cry d. It happen'd for- 
tunately at that Junfture of time , that 
a Roe ' wandring about the Ifland in 
&arch of her Fawn> which ftraying 
was devoured by an Eagle, heard 
the Boy cry, and following the voice 
(imagining it to have been her Fawn) 
came up to the Ark, which flie immediate- 
ly attacked , and what with her beating 
it with her hoofs without, and the Boy's 
ftruggling within, at lafbbetween 'em both 
they loomed a boand : as foon as fhe faw 
him fhe flie^'d the Tame natural Aife£lion 
to him as if he had been her own , 
Suckled him and took care of him. This 
is the account which they give, who are not 
willing to believe that a Man can be pro- 
duced without Father or Mother. ^V 

J. 6. On 
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^. 6. Oh, the other hand *, thofe whd 
affirm that HdiEJbn Tokdhdnv/zs produced in 
that Ifland without Father and Mother,tell 
us, that in that Ifland, in a piece of Low 
ground, it chancM that a certain Mafs of 
Earth was fo fermented in fome period 
of Years , that the four qualities, ifiz^ 
Hofy Coldy Drjy MoiH , were fo equally 
mix'd, that none of 'em ^revail'd over 
the other ; : and that this Mafs was of a 
very great Bulk, in which, fome parts 
were better and more equally Tempered 
than others,and confequently fitter for Ge- 
neration ; the middle part efpecially ^ 
which came neareft to the Temper of 
Man's Body. This Matter being 
in a fermentation , there arofdi fome 
Bubbles by reafon of its vifcoufnefs, and 
it chanc'd that in the midft of it there 
was a vifcous Subftance with a very 
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p. 14. Seft. ^.Thofe ^ho affirm that f^i Ebn Tol^dbMn was 
produced in thatlfland without Father or Mother] The bn* 
ving Qur FbiUfo/htr bd$€b*d iftir this mdnnetjs a connhdiue of 
Avicen's, wb^wrpte tbisStorjifirfiy and from whom our Autbit 
b4f tAfien dgredt pitt ^ iu He was 4 Opinion that fucb d 
Formation was pbffiUt s tSi there having, »^^ been any fueb 
things it a fufficient Pemonftration of the Impoffthility of it s /of 
pace the Creation of the (Vorli the Celeftial Bo£es have bad time 
tnougb to exert the utmoft of Heir Fower^ avdjbed their Influ- 
ence in order to fucb a. FroduHion^ which they having never (0 
much as attempted yet^ amongft aU the variety of their Operatic 
ons^ phinlyjhew us that it is not in their power. But we mufl 
give Fbilojophers leave fometimes to go beyond Vemanfiration, 
*ns obfervable.^ that our Author fays nothing of tbo matter ^ but 
Uavu it as be found it. 

little 
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little bubble in it, which wasi divided into 
two with a thin partition, foil of SpiritUr 
ous and Aerial Subftance, and of the mofb 
exad Temperature imaginable. That the 
Matter beiQg thus difpos'd, there was^ 
by the Command of God, a Spirit in- 
fused into it, which was join'd fo clofcly 
to it, that it can fcarce be feparated from 
it even fo much as in thought ; which did 
as conftantly influence this Mafs of matr 
ter as the Sun do's the World. Now there 
are fome Bodies from whence we jper- 
ceive no Reflexion of Light, as the 
thin Air: others from which we del 
but imperfeftly ; fuch are thick Bo- 
dies which are not fmooth (but there is a 
difference in thefe , and the difference of 
their Colours arifes from the different man* 
iier of their Reception of the RaysiJimd from 
others we receive the Refle£tid^:xin ^the 
higheft degree, as from Bodies which are 
fmooth and polifh'd , as Looking.Glaf|es 
arad the like ; fo that thofe GlalTes when 
ground after a particular manner will Col- 
lect fo much Light as to kindle a Fire. So 
that Spirit which comes by the Command 
of God, do's at all times aft upon all Crea- 
tures, in fome of which notwithftanding, 
there appears no Impreflion of it, but 
the reafon of that is , bccaufe of their 
Incapacity into whom it is infus'd ; of 
which kind are things inanimate which 

are 
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^re fitly reprefented iii. this fimilitude, by 
the thin Air. There are another fort a- 
gain^in which there does appear fomethirig 
of it, as Vegetables and the like^ which 
are reprefented by the- thick Bodies we 
. fXieation'd, which are not polifliM. And 
th6n Iftftly, there are others, (reprefented 
by thofe Glalfes, in our laft cohiparifon> in 
which the impreffions of this Spirit are 
vifible, and fuch we reckon all forts of 
Animals. But then , as thefe fmooth 
arid polifhM Bodies which are of the fam6 
figure with the Sun [i. e. Spherical] do 
receive the Rays in a more plentiful man- 
ner than any other whatfoever, fo alfo dO 
fome Animals receive the Influence of that 
Spirit more than others, ^becaufe they arei 
more like to that Spirit and are formed 
after his Irnage : fuch is Man particularly, 

which is hinted before where tis faid that 

. . . . ■ ♦ , . 

*|- God made Man aft/r his own Image ^ 

§,7. Now,when this Form prevails to fuch 
a degree that all others are nothing before 
it, butit remains alone, fo as to confume/ 
^iththe glory of itsLight,whatfoever ftands 
in it's" way ; then it is properly compared! 
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t God made Man after his owa Image] *tht[t fVords aie 
qumd hy our Autbur for the fVordscf Mahomet, though they 
do indeed belong to Moles, hut we m»fi k^ow V^at Mahomet was 
well acquainted with the ^ews^from whom he learned not only jome 
ix^ejjions u^i in the Bible Jfut a great part of the Hiftory of it 5 
iohich he has Mangledjiand crowded, after a ioufus'd mannery iilto 
Us Alcof aQ« 
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to thofe Glaffes, whicli refed Light upoat 
themfelves, and burn fevery thing elfe ; 
But this is a. degree which is peculiar to 
tlie Prophets. 

§. 8. But t6 tcturn^' and fpeak fome- 
thing mbre fully concerning the Opinion 
of thofe who account for this kind of ge* 
neration ; They tell us, that as foon as this 
Spirit was join'd to the Receptacle, all 
the pt her powers immediately, by tlie Com- 
mand of God, fubmitted themfelves to it. 
Now, pppofite to this Receptacle, there a- 
rofe another Bubble divided into three Re. 
ceptacles by thin membranes, with paf 
fages from one to the other, which were 
fiiird with an aerial fubftance, not much 
unlike that wliidi was in the lirft Recep- 
tacle, only the firft was foinethiftg finef ; 
and in each of thefe three Ventricles, which 
were all taken out of one , were placed 
fome of thofe Faculties, which were fub- 
jeci to this governing Spirit, and were 
appointed to take care of their refpeftive 
Stations , and to communicate every thing, 
both great and fmall, to that Spirit, which 
we told you before was plac'd in the firft 
Receptacle. Right agaiiift this Receptacle, 
oppofite to the fecond, there arofe another 
third Bubble,' filld with an aerial fub- 
ftance, which was groffer than that which 
was in the other two j' this was m^ade for 

the 
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the En^ertahnnent and prclfervation </ 
Ibme other of the inferiof Faculties. 

§. 9* Thus thefe three Receptacles were 
made in the fame order which we have de- 
IcribM, and thefe were the firft part of 
that great Mafs which was formM ; novir 
they ftood in need of one another^s affift- 
ance ; the firft wanted the other two as 
Servants, and they again the affiftance and 
guidance of the firft, as their Matter and 
Direftor; but both thefe Receptacles, tho* 
inferior to the firft, were neverthelefs fupe- 
ripr to all thpfe Members which - were 
lorm'd afterwards. The firft Receptacle, 
1 by the power of that Spirit which was 
I joyn'd to itJ arid its continual flaming Heat, 
iwas formM into a Conical figure, like that 
of Fire, and by this means that thick Bo* 
dy, which was about it, became of the 
fame figure, being folid Flelh cover'd with 
a thick Membrane. This is what we call 
the Heart. Now confidering the great ex- 
( pence of Moifture , which muft needs be 
/ where there is fo much Heat, 'twas abfo- 
lutely ncceflary, that there fhould be fome 
piart form'd, whofe Office it fliould be con- 
tinually to fupply this defed ; Otherwife 
it would have been impoffible to havi fub- 
fifted long. Twas alfo necejQTary that [this 
forming Spirit] fhould have a Sence both 
of what was convenient for him, and what 
Was hurtful, and accordingly attrad the 

C 2 one 
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one and v/(l^\ the other. For thefe Sef-* 
vices thcSr^ were two parts formed, with 
their refpeftive Faculties , -r/zX the Brain 
and the Liver : the firft of thefe prefided 
over all things relating to Senfe, the latter 
over fuch things as belong'd to Nutrition : 
both of thefe depended upon the Heart for 
a fupply of Heat, and the recruiting of their 
proper Faculties.To eftablifh a good Corref- 
pondence between all thefe, there were 
Du£l:s and Paflages interwoven, fome big- 
ger, fome lefTer, according as neceility re- 
quired ; and thefe are the Arteries and Veins. , 

Thus much for a Tafte ; they that tell the 
Story go on farther, and give you a parti- 
cular account of the Formation of all the i 
parts, as the Phylicians do of the Forma- 
tion ofxh^Fcptus in the Womb,omitting no- 
thing till he was compleatly ^ormd, and juft 
like an Embryo ready for the Birth* In tWs 
account they are forced to be beholding to • 
this vaft Mafs of Earth , which you 
are to fuppofe was of a rtioft exaft mix- 
ture, and contain'd in it all manner of ma- 
terials proper for the making Man's Body, 
and thofe Skins, &c. which cover it ; tdl 
atjaft, when he was Compleat in all his 
paits, as if the Mafs had been in labour, 
thofe Coverings, which he was wrapped up 
in, burll: afunder, and the reft of the Dirt 
dry'd and crack'd in pieces. The Infant 
being xhus brought into the World, and 

find^ 
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finding his Nourifliment fail him , cry'd 

for want of Viftuals, till the Roe which i 

had loft her Fawn heard him. Now, both i 

thofe who are of the otherOpinion and thofe i 

who are for this kind of generation, agree 

in all the other particulars of his £duca<^ 

tion : and what they tell us is this. 

§. 10. They fay that tliis Roe livd in 
good Pafture fo that fhe was fat, and had, 
fiich plenty of Milk, that flie was very well 
aWe to maintain the Child ; fhe took great 
care of him, and never left him, but when 
hunger forcd her : and he grew fo well ac- 
quainted with her, that ir at any time fhe 
itaid aw^y from him a little longer thaa 
ordinary, he'd cry pitifully, and fhe, as foon 
as fhe heard him, cgme running inr 
^ntly ; heiides all this, he enjoy 'd this hap- 
pinefs, that there was no Be»fl: pf prey in 
the whole Ifland. 

§. II. Thus he went on. Living only 
upon what he Suck'd till lie was Two 
Years Old, and then he began to ftep • ^ 
little and Breed his Teeth. He always 
followed the Roe^ and Ihe ihewM all tiia 
tendernefs to him imaginable; and ys'd 
to carry him to places where Fruit Trees 
grew, and fed him with the Ripeft Jind 
Sweeteft Fruits which fell from thei Trees ; 
and for Nuts or fuch like, (lie us'd to 
break the Shell with her Teath, and ^ve 
l^m the K^nel j ftill Suckling him, as often 
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as • he pleas'd, and when he v«is thirfty 
flie fhew'd him the way to the water. If 
the Sun fhin'd too hot and fcorch'd him, 
fhe fhaded him ; if be was cold fhe che- 
rifh d him and kept him warm ; and when 
Night came fhe brought him home to his 
old Place, and covered him partly with 
her own Body, and partly with fome Fea- 
thers which were left in the Ark, which 
had been put in with him when he was 
firft exposed. Now, when they went out 
in the Morning, and when they came 
home again at Ni^ht, there always went 
with them an Herd of Deer, which lay 
in the iame place where they didj^ fo that 
the Boy being always amongit them learned 
their voice by degrees, and imitated it fo 
exa£lly that there was fcarce any fenfiblc 
difiereAce ; nay, w^hen he h»rd the voice 
* of any Bird or Beaft, he'd come very near 
it, being of a moft excellent Apprehenfion^ 
But of all the voices which he imitated^ ho 
made moft ufe of the Deers, which he was ^ 
Mafter of, and could exprefs himfelf as they 
do,- either when they warn help, call their 
Mates , when tliey wourd have them 
corrte nfearer , or. go farther off^ fFor 
yoii mufl: know that the Brute BeajEts have 
different Sounds to exprefs thefe different 
things.) Thus he contrafted fuch an Ac- 
quaintance with the Wild Beafts, that 

they 
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diey were not afraid of Iiim , nor he of 
tliem. • 

§* I a. By this time he begaij to have 
tlie. Ideas of a great many thiogs fix'd 
in his mind, ib a^ to have a defire to 
ibme, and an |i verfion to others, even 
when they were abfent* In the mean 
while he.confiderd all the feveral forts of 
Animals, and faw that they were all clo- 
tted either with Hair, Wool, or feveral' 
forts of Featlieip : lie confider'd their great 
Swiftnefs and Strength, and that they were 
all arm'd with Weapons defenfive, as 
Jlofm, Teeth, Hoofs, Spurs, Nails, and: 
the like. But that he himfelf was >y^''' 
ked and Defenceleis, Slow and Weak, iare*- 
fpefl: of them. For whenever; there hap- 
pened any Controverly ^bout gathering 
of fuch ripe Fruits as tell from the Trees ; 
he always came off by theworft, for they 
could both keep th€*r own, and * take a- 
way his, and he could neither beat them 
oif, nor run away from them. 

§. 1 5. He obferv'd befides that his Fel- 
low-Fawns , thb; their Fore-heads were 
finooth at firft, yet afterwards had Horns 
bctd out, and tho' they were feeble at firft, 
yet afterwards grew very Vigorous and 
Swift. All thefe things he perceived in them, 
whicil were not inJiimlelf; and when he 
had confider'd the Matter, he could not 
imagine what flipuld be the .reafon of this 
'..• ' C:4, Differences 
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Difference; then he confiderd fuch Ani- 
mals as had any* Dcfe(9: or Natural Im- 
perfection, but amongft them all he coul(| 
find norie like himfelf. He took Notice 
that the Paffages of the Excrements were 
covered in all other Creatures befidcs him- 
felf ! that by which they voided their groffer 
Excrements, with a Tail ; and that which 
fervM for the voiding of their Urine, with 
Hair' OP fome fuch Hke thing. Befides, he 
obfcrv'd tliat their Privy parts, were more 
concealed than his own were. 

§• 14. All thefe things were matter of 
great Grief to him, and when he had pcr- 
plex'd himfelf very much with the thoughts 
oftliem,andvvas now near feven Years Old, 
he defpair'd utterly of having thofe things 
;row upon him, the want oi which made 
lim fo uneafy. He therefore refolv'd to help 
himfelf, and thereupon gets him fome Broad 
Leaves of Trees, of wkich he made two Co- 
verings, one to wear behind, the other 
before ; and made a Girdle of Palm-Trees 
and Rufhes Twifted together, to Hang his 
coverings upon, and TyM it about' his 
wafte, and lb wor^ it- But alas it would 
not laft long, for the Leaves wither'd and 
dropt away ; fo that he was forcM to ge<: 
more, which he doubled and put toge- 
tlier as well as be could, Plaiting- the 
Leaves one upon another, which made it ^ 
little more durahie, but jiQt much. Then 
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having broke a Bough from a Tree and fitN 
ed the Ends of it to his Mind, he ftript 
off the Twigs and made it fmooth ; 
with this he began to attack the Wild 
Beafts, aifaulting the weaker, and defend- 
ing himfelf againft the ftronger. By this 
means he began a Uttle to know his own 
Strength, and perceived that his Hands 
\yere better than their Feet; becauie by the 
help of them, he had provided wherewith- 
al to cover his Nakednefs, and alfo gotten 
him a Defenfive Weapon, lb that now he 
had no need of a Tail, nor of thofe Na- 
tural Weapons which he had fo wilhM for 
at firft. 

^. 15. He was now above Seven Year? 
Old, and becaufe the repairing of his Cover* 
irig of Leaves fo often, was very troublefbme 
to him, he had t defign of taking tl^ 
Tail of fome Dead Beaft, and wearing it 
himfelf; but when he perceived that all 
Beafts did conftantly avoid thofe which 
were Dead of the fame kind, it made him 
doubt whether it might . be fafe or not ; 
at laft, by chance he found a Dead Eagle, 
and obferving; that none of the Beafts; 
fhewM any averfion to that Carcafs, he 
concluded that this would fuit his pur- 
pofe : and in the firft place, he cuts off the 
Wings, and the Tail whole, and fpreads the 
Feathers open ; then hedrew off tlie Skin,and* 
divided it into two equal parts, one of which 

h^ 
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he wore upon bis Back^ with the other be 
covered his Navel and Secrets : the Tail 
he wore behind, and the Wings were placM 
upon each Arm. This Drefs of his an<P 
fwer'd feveral Ends ; for in the firit place 
it cover'd his Nakednefs, and help'd to keep 
him warm, and then it made him ib fright* 
ful to the Beafts, that none of them car'd 
to meddle with him, or come near him ; 
only the Roe his Nurfe, which never left 
him, nor he, her; and when fhe ^ew 
Old and Feeble, he us'd to lead her where 
there was the beft Food, and pluck thQ 
beft Fruits for her, and give her them 
to eat. 

§. 1 6. Notwithfbmling this fhe grew 
lean and weak, and continuM a while in 
a languiihingCondition,till at laft fhe Dyed, 
and then all ner Motionsiind A6lion$ ceas'd. 
When the Boy perceived her in this Con- 
dition, he was ready to dye fwr Grief. He 
calPd her with the lame voice which (he 
us'd to anfwer to, and made what Noife 
he could, but there was no Motion, no 
Alteration. Then he began to peep intQ 
her Eyes and Ears, but could perceive no 
vifible defeft in eitlier ; in like manner he 
examined all the parts of her Body, and 
found nothing amifs, but every thing as it 
fliouU be. He had a vehement defire to 
#iind, if polRble, that part were the defeat 
was, that he might remove it, and fhe ret 

turn 
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turfl to her forsncr State, of Life and Vi- 
gour. But he was altcM;€ther at a lofs^ 
LOW to coniipafs his dd%n, nor could he 
poflibly br^g it about* 

§. ij. That which put him upon this, 
fearcfa, was what he obferv'd in himielf. 
He took Notice that when he fliut his 
Eyes, or held any thing before them, he 
could fee nothing at all, till that Obfta- 
cle was removed; a;id fo when he put 
his Fingers into his Ears, that he could 
not hear, tiULhe took/em out again ; and. 
when he clofed his Noftrils together, Iiq 
firielt nothing t^ll they were^ opened ; from 
whence he concluded, that all his Senles 
and Actions were hable to Obftacles and 
Impediments, upon the removal of which, 
the fame Operations returnM to their for- 
mer courfe. Therefore, when he had ex- 
amined every External Part of her, and 
found no vifible defeci:, and yet at the 
fame time perceivM an Univerfal CelTatioa 
of Motion in the whole Body, not pecu- 
liar to one Member, but common to them 
all, he began » imagine that the hurt 
was in fome part, which was moft remote 
from the fight, arid hidden in the in^Cvard 
part of the Body ; and that this Part was 
of fuch nature and ufe, that without its 
help, none ofthe other External Parts could 
cxercife their proper Functions j and that 
if this Part fuffer any hurt, the damage 

was 
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was Univcrfal, and a CelFation of the whole 
cnfudv 

§. 1 8. This made him very defirous to 
find that part if poflible , that he might 
xemovc the defeft from it, that fo it might 
be as it us'd to be, and the whole Body 
might enjoy the Benefit of it, and the fame 
courfe of Actions follow as before. He had 
before obferv'd , in the Bodies of Wild Beafts 
and other Animals, that all their Mem^ 
bers were folid,, and that there were only 
three Cavities, viz. The SkuH, the Breafi:, 
and the Belly ; he imagined therefore thac 
this Part which he wanted^ muft needs be 
in one of thefe Cavities, and above all, 
he had a ftrong perfuafion , that it was in 
the middlemoft of them. He verily be- 
liev'd, that all the Members flrood in need 
of this part, and that from thence it muft 
neceffarily follow, that the Seat of it muft 
be in the Centre. And when he re- 
flefted upon his own Body, he felt fuch 
a part in his Breaft, of which he had this 
notion, viz. That it was impoffible for 
for him to fubfifl: without it, fo much as 
the twinkling of an eye, tho' he could at 
the fame time conceive a polfibility of fub- 
fifting without his other parts, vizi his; 
Hands, Feet, Ears, Nofe, Eyes, or even 
his Head. And upon this account, when- 
ever he fought with any >Vild Beaft, he 
always ' toojk particijlar care to guard his 
J Breafr,' 
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Bl'eaft i bec^ufe of the Apffrehenfion which 
he had of that Part, which was contain'd 
in It. 

§. ig. * Having, by this way of reafon- 
ing, affur'd hinifclf that the difaffefted Part 
lay in the fereaft » he was refolv'd to make 
a fearch, in ordpr to find it out; that what- 
foever the Impediment was , he might 
remove it if poflible; but then again, he 
was was afraid on t\vs other fide, left his 
Undertaking fhould be' worfe than the Dif^ 
eafe, and prove prejudicial. He began to 
confider next, whether or no he had ever 
remembred any Beafts, or other Animals, 
which he had feen in that condition, re- 
cover again, and return to the fame State 
which they were in before: but he could 
call to Mind no fuch Inftance; from 
whence he concluded, that if flie was let alone 
there would be no hopes at all,but if he ftiould 
be fo fortunate as to find that Part, and find 
the Impediment, there might befome hope^ 
Upon this he refolv'd to open her Breafi: 
and .make encjuiry ; in order to which he 
provides himlelf \^ith fliarp Flints, and 
Iplinters of dry Cane almoft like Knives, 
with which he made an incifion between the 
. Ribs, and cutting through the Flefh, came 
to the DikphrAgma ; which he finding very 
Tough and not eafily brokea, aflur'd him- 
ielf, that fuch a Covering muft needs be- 
long to that part which he lookt for, and 

that 
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that if he could once get through that, \xt 
ftould find it. He met with fome difli- 
Culty. in his Work, becaufe his Inftruraentt 
Were none of rfie beft, i6c he had none 
but fuch as were made eidier of Fiiiit or 
Cane. ■'■ ■■■•«' 

§. 20. However, he fi^arpned ^em a- 
gain and renewed his Attempt with all the 
Skill he was Mafter of. At laft he broke 
through^ and the firft part he met with 
was the Lungs* which he at firft fight 
miftpok, for that part which he fearch'd 
for, afid tai*nM *efn about this w;ay and 
that way, to fee if he could find in them 
thecaufepfthe Difeiafe; • .He firft happened 
upon that -Lobe which lay next the fide 
[which he had open'd] and when he per- 
ceived that it did lean fideways, he wad 
fatisfyM that it was not the part he look'd 
for, becaufe he was fully perfwaded^ that 
that muft needs be in the midft of thie Bo- 
dy, as well in regard of Latitude as Lon* 
gitude. He proceeded in his fearch, till at 
laft he found the Heart, which wh^n he 
faw clofed With a very ftrdng Cover, and 
faftned with ftrong Ligaments, and cover* 
ed by tlie Liings on that fide which he had 
open'd'; he began to fay to himfelf. " If 
^* this part be fo on the otherfide as it is 
^* on this which I have open'd, then 'tis 
[[ certainly in the midft, and' without 

doubt 
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*^ doubt the lame I look for ; efpccially con- 
*^ fidering theConveniency of the Situation^ 
^* theComlincfs andR^ularity of itsFigure, 
*^ the Firmnefs and Solidity of the Flefli, 
^ and befides, its being guarded with fuch 
*^ a Membrane as I have not obfcrvM in any 
*^ part. Upon this he fearches the other 
fide, and' finding the fame Membrane on 
the infide ^-the Ribs, and the Lungs in 
the fame pofture, which he had obfcrv'd 
on that fide which he had openM firft^ 
he concluded the Heart to be the pare which 
he look'd for. 

§. 21. Therefore he firfi: Attacks the 
Pericardiam^ which, after a long tryal and a 
great deal of pains, he made Ihift to tear^ 
and when he had laid the Heart bare, and 
perceived that it was folid on every fide, 
he began to examin it, . to fee if he could 
find agy hurt in it ; but finding none, he 
Iqueez'd it with his Hands, and perceived 
that it was hollow. He b^an tlian to 
think that what he look'd fd^ might pof- 
fibly be contain^ in that Cavity. When 
he came to open it, he found in it two 
Cavities^ one on the right fide, the other 
on the left. That on the right fide was full 
of clotted Blood, that on the left quite 
empty. ^^ Then (fays he,) without all 
*' doubt, one of thofe twoCavites mufl: 
" needs be the Receptacle of what I 
^^ IJook for ; as for that on this fide there^s 
'^ ^: ' nothing 
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** nothing in it but congealed Bloofh 
*^ which was not fo, be fure, till the 
*^ whole Body was in that condition in 
^* which it now is '' (for he had obferv'd 
that all Blood congeals when it 'flows from 
the Body, and that this Blood did not dif- 
fer in the leaft from any other,) "and 
*^ therefore what I look for, cannot by any 
^^ means, be fuch a matter as this ; for 
^* that \^hich I fhttiii is fomething which 
** ii ^ectiliar to this place , whicn I find 
*^ I could not fubfift without, fo much as 
*^ the Twinkling of an Eye. And this is 
*^ that which I look'd for at firft. For as 
*^ for this Blood, how often have I loft a 
^^ great deal of it in ray Skirmifhes with 
** the Wild Beafts, and yet it never did 
" me any confiderable harm, nor rendred 
"me incapable of performing any Adion 
" of LifCj «nd therefore wfet I look ix 
" is not in this Cavity. Now as for the 
^ Cavity on tlie left fide^ I find 'tis alto- 
" gether empty, and I have no reafon iu 
" the World to think that it was made 
" in vain, becaufe I find every part ap- 
<^ pointed for fuch and fuch particular 
" Functions. How then can this Ven- 
^' tricle of the Heart, which I fee is of fo 
*^ excellent a Frame, ferve for noufe at all ? 
" J cannot think but that the fame thing ^ 
^' whic!i I am in fearch of, once dwek 
** here,' but has now defeited his Habi- 

*^ tatiOny 
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" tation and left it empty, and' th3:t th^ < 
"Abfence of that * thing/' has occailbn'd 
" this Privation' of Sehfe and .Ceffation of 
" Motion* , which happened td , thd Bb- 
^^ dy. Now when; he ^ejcceiv'd that the 
Being which^ hadL| inhabited ther^' before, 
had left its Houfe ' before it feirto'Ruine/. 
and 'forfaken it yhen- as' yet it* cpntinu'd 
whole and eiitirfe ,' he^ concluded, that it 
%was highly probable -t^iat ft wbind never 
return to it any' more, after its being fo 
cut and mangled."-^'' f; " • ;-:; 

^. 22. Upon this tbd whole Bddyfeem'd 
to him a, very inconfiderable thihg, and 
worth nothing in refpeS: of that. Being, 
he beireved. once inhabited , and now 
had left it. Therefore he applied himfelf 
wholly to the coiifiddration fof that Be- 
ing. Whifit fpas ? and how it fuhjijled ? rvhat 
jojn'dit'to the Bodjf Whet her it iPi^tnty and 
fyi'f^k^^' f^ff^ge^ when it left the Body ? Whdt 
IP AS the Caufe of its'Depar^are^ whether it ivere 
forc'd to have its Maijtprrj' or left i^ Body 
of its o^n:AccordT\andW cafe it \vent away 
Voluntarily^ what it was, that rendred the Bo^ 
dyjb dif agree able to'itpaho make itforfake it ? 
And wfiilft his Miiid was perplext - with 
fiich variety of Thbiights, he laii ^fide all 
Concern for the Carcafs, and. threw it 
away J for now he perceived that his Mo- 
ther/'^ which had Nurs'd him fo Tender- 
ly and had Suckled him, was that /^/«^^ 

• » ^ D thin 
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thing which was departed: and frottf 
it proceeded all thofe AQ:ions by which 
Ihe fliew^d her Care of him, and Affe^ion 
to him, and not f|rom this unaftive Body ; 
but that the Body was to it only as an In- 
ftrument or Tod, like his Cudgel which 
he had made for himfelf, with which he 
ufed to Fight with the Wild B^afts. So 
that now, all his i^ard to the. Body was 
remov'd, and transfrrr'd to that by which, 
the Body is governed, and by who^ Power 
it moves. Nor had he any other d^€ Uut 
to make enquiry after that. 

§.25. In the mean time the C^arcaf* 
of the Roe began to putrifie , ' ajttd emit 
Noifome Vapours, which ftill iacreas'4 
his averfion to it, fo diat te'did not care 
to fee it. Twas iiot long after that lie 
chanc'd to fee two Ravens engaged fo 
furioufly; thatone of them ftruck down the 
other Stark Dead ; and when he had. done, 
he be^an to fcrape with his Claw^ (ill he 
had digg'd a fity in which he Buried the 
Carcais of his Adverfafy. Our Philofo- 
pher obferving tlii?, faid to himfelf. How 
n^eS has this Raven done tn Burjing the Bo^ 
dy of his ComfAnion^ tho^ he did iU in KjlUng 
him ? How muth greM£r reafon was there for 
me to have been forward in' performing this 
Office to my Mother ? Upon this he makes: 
a GJ^3.ve, and lays his Mother into it/ and 
Buries her. He proceeded in bis Enquiry 
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concei!ning what that ffioald be of whicK 
the Body, was govennM, but could not 
Apprehend whatsit was; wherihe Icok'd 
upon rhe reft of the Roes, ai^rl perdcivd 
that they were of the fame lorrri and figure 
with his Mother, he behcvVl tfiat therei 
was in every one of therii fometliinj;; w hich 

tovern'd and aftuated them^ like thac w hich 
ad aiftuated and govcmM hii Mciher 
:^rmerly : and for the fake of that like- 
ne(s he usM to keep in their Company, and 
ifaew affeOriofi towards them* He conti* 
nued a while in this condition, Contcm- 

tlating the various kinds of Animals and 
lants , and walking about the Coaft of 
his Iflaad, to fee if fie could find any thing 
like him^felf ; ^as he obferv'd tha:r every 
Lddividuai Animial ^ and Plant , had a 
great inany more hke it.) But all his 
fearch was in vain. And when he 
j[)crceivM that lis Ifland was encom* 
pafsM by the Sea, he thought that there 
was no other Land in the World but only 
tffat Ifland*^ 

§. f^j. It happened that -by Cpllifian d 
Fire was kindled among a parcel of Reedsi 
dr Canes J which fcar*d him at firft, asbe-- 
Jng a Sjgte which he was altogether a Stran- 
ger to; ,fo. tl^t heftoodat a diftance a 
fpdd while, ftrangcly furprizM, at lalHie 
tanje xtearer and nearer by degrees, ftill 
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obferving the Brightncfs of its Light and 
marvellous EiBcacy in • confuming every 
thing it touched, and changing it into its 
own Nature ; till at laft , his Admiration 
of it, and that innate Boldnefs and For- 
titude, which God had implanted in his 
Nature prompted^ him on, that he ven- 
tured to. come near it, and ftretphM. out 
his Hand to take fome. of it. But when 
it burnt his Fingers and he found tliere 
was no dealing with it that vyay, he en- . 
deavour'd to take a flick, which, the Fire 
• had not as yet wholly feiz'd upon ; fo taking 
hold on that part which was untouched 
he eafily gainM his pprpofe^ and : car- 
ried it Home to his , Lodging . (for he 
had contrivM for himfelf a convenient 
place) there he kept this Fire and added 
Fuel to it, admir'd It - wonderfully j .and 
tended it night and day ; at night .efpeci- 
ally, becaufe its tight |nd Heat fupply'd 
the abfence of the^un: fo that he was 
extreamly delighted with it, and i^eckon'd 
it the'moft excellent of air thofe things 
which he had about him. And v/hen he 
obfervM that it always moy'd upwards, 
he.perfwaded himfeLf that it wa_^ one of 
thofe Celell:iar Subftances which, he fa\j^ 
fliining in the Fir«]^merit , ofld he; was 
continually trying ol.its power", by throw- 
ing things into* it, which he pprceiyd it 

operated 
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operated iipon .and confum'd, Ibmetimcs 
iboner, fometimes iOower^ according as the 
Bodies which he put into it were more or 
lefs combuftible. 

• ^•25. ' Amongft other things which he 
' put in to tty its ftrength, he once flung 
in ibme Filji which had been thrown a- 
fliore by the Water, and as foon as ere 
he fmelt the Steanoi , it raisM his Appe- 
tite, fo that he had a Mind to Tafte cf 
them; which he did, and found -em very 
agreeable and from that time he began to 
ufe hinWelf to the Eating of Flefh, and ap- 
plied Himfelf to Filhiag and Hunting till 
he underftood thofe fports very well : up- 
on this account he admir'd his Fir^ 
more and more, becaufe it help'd him tq 
feveral forts of Provifion which he wa? al* 
together unacquainted with before. 

§. 26. And now when his Aife£l:ioa 
towards it was increased to the higheft de- 
gree, both upon the account of its Bene- 
ficial EfFe(9:s, and its Extraordinary Power; 
. he began to tliink that the Subftance which 
was departed from the Heart of his 'Mo- 
ther the Roe, was, if not the very. fame 
[ with it, yet at leaflrof a Nature very much 
like it. He was confirm'd in his Opinion, 
becaufe he had obferv'd in all Animals, 
that as long as they liv'd, they were con- 
J[]:antly warm without any IntermifTion, 

and as conftantly Cold after Death. Be^ 
: "' . D ?; ' fides 
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fides he found in himfeif, that there was 
a greater degree of Heat by much in hi$. 
Breaft, near that place where he had m^ie 
the Incifion in the Roe. This made him 
think that if he could diOkd: ^ny Animal 
alive, and look intp that Ventricle which 
lie liad found empty when he jdiffefted hisL 
Dam the Roe^ he might poflibly find it 
full of that Subftance which inhabited it^ 
and fo inform himfelf whether it were of 
the Subftance With the Fire^ and whethec 
it had any Light or Heat in it or not. 
In order to this he took a Wild BtzSi 
and ty'd him down, fo that he could not 
ftir, and diiTefted him after the iame man- 
jler he had diflefted the Roe, till he camq 
to the Heart; and Eflaying the left Yen- 
tricle firft, and opening it, he perceived 
it was full of an Airy Vapour, which lookd 
like a little Mift or white Cloud, and pat- 
ting in his Finger, he found it hotter than 
he could well endure it, and immediai:ely 
the Creature Dyed. Fron^ whence he af- 
furedly concluded, that it was that Mcjift 
Vapour which commiinicated Motion tQ 
that Animsil, and that there w^s accord^*' 
ingly in every Animal of what kind fo* 
6ver, fometfnng like it iipon the departure 
of which Death followed* ' 

§.27. He had then a great defire to, 
enquire into the other parts of Animalsj^' 
to find out their .Order and Situation, their 
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Qiniittty and the flianper of their Con- 
ficidon one -with another, zfld by what 
ni^its of Gommtinication they enjoy the 
Benefit of that Moift Vapour, fo as to live 
hy it. How that Vapour is continued the 
time it . remains , from whence it has its 

« Supplies, and by What lif eans its Heat is 
wrvM. The way which he usM in this 
quiry was thelMeAion of all forts of Ani- 
lis, fts well Living as Dead, neither did be 

I lcav« off to make an accurate, Encjuiry into 
tJiem, tin at length he arrived to the higheil 
degree of Knowledge in this kind which the 
moft Learned Natmulifts ever attain'd to^ 
§. 28. And now^he Apprehended plains 
\y that every particular Animal, tho* it had 

^a great many Limbs, and variety of Senfes 
and Motions, was neverthclcfs t)/?^ in re- 

' fpeO: of that Spirit, .wftoie Original wa? 
from one firm Manfion, viz. the Heart, 
from whence its Influence \^as diiFusM. a- 
mong all the Medibers And that all the 
Members were - fubfervient ip it, or in- 
formed and fopportedi by it, and that this 
Spirit made uie of thofe Members, in the 

\ feme manner as a Soldier do's of his Wea- 
pons, or.:;an Huntfman or Fiflierman of 
his Tackling, who inakes uf^ pi different 
.ways and tiling?^ acconding to the differ- 
ence of the Creatures he intends to catch. 
Now the Soldiers Weapons, are fome of 
%m: dcftnfive andt)ffenf\ve, and the Sportf^, 
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man's too are fotne for I^nd , and (ome / 
for Water : So the Anatomifts Inftruments,, 
are fotne for Fiffion, others for Fraction, 
and others for Perforation. And thus the* 
the Body was 0/?^, yet that governing, Spi- 
rit made ufe of it feveral ways, according 
to the i r^^^edive^ ufes of each Member, 
and the feveral ends which it proposed to 
obtain. 

§i 29, Thus he perceived that theye wa 
all this while but O/^e Animal Spirit, whofe 
Aft ion \«hen he made ufe of the Eye , 
was. 5/^%; when of the E3,ry Hearing ^ 
when of the Nole, Smelling ; when of the 
Tongue, . Tafting ; and >yhen of the Skin 
and'i^lefli, Feeling. A^hen it employed any 
Limb., then its Operation -w^s Motion \ and 
when it made ufe of the Liver, Nutrition 
and Conco^ion. And that, tho' there were 
Members fitted to every one of thefeufes, 
yet none of them could perform their re- 
fpeftive Offices, without having Corre- 
fpondence'with that Spirit, by means of 
the Nerves ; and that ifj^t any time it 
clianc'd that their paflages were either 
broken off or obftruded, fuch a Member 
would be altogether ufelefs; Now thefq 
Nerves \,dqrive this Spirit from the Brain, 
which has it fronj the Heart (and con- 
tains abundance of Spirit, becaufe it is di- 
vided into a great many partitions) and by 
what means fqever ^vi^ Limb is depriv'd 
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of his Spirit, it^ Aftipn ceafes^ aiwl 'tis 
like acaft off Tool, not fit for.ufe. An4 
if this Spirit depart wholly from the Bo- 
dy, or is confum'd or diflblv'd by any - 
means whatfoever, then the whole Body ; 
is deprivM of Mdtioji all at OAce ^ atiq, 
reduc'd to a State of Death. . . • 

§• JO. Thus far had his Obfervatibns 
brought him about the end of the Third 
Seventh Year of his Age, t/i^. when he wa^ 
One and Twenty Years pid. In which 
time, he had made abundance of pretty , 
Contrivances, • He made himfelf both 
Cloaths and Shoes of the Skins of fuch 
Wild^Beafts as he had diflbaed,. His 
. thread was made of Hair, and i^the Bark , 
of the Stalks of Althaea, Mallows or any . 
other Plants, which aiforded fudh Strings 
as were . fit for that purpole. He learned • 
the majking of thefc threads from the ufc 
which he had rna^P of the Rufhes before* . 
He made Awls of Iharp Thorns , and 
Splinters of Cane, Iharpned with Flints. 
He learn'd the Art oLBuilding,. from, the 
Obfervations he maddpipon the Swallows 
Nefts. He' Builds himlelf a Store-hpufe 
and a Pantry, to jay up the remainder of 
his Provifion in: and made a I)oor to' it 
of C^nes twifted together , to prevent a- 
xjy (^fhe Beafts getting in, during his ab- 
fpnc&l He took Birds of prey and brought 
tjiem up for Hawking; and kept tame 

, Poultry 
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fmltty fof their Eggs and Chiefsa^. fife 
took the eips of the Biraalb's tioms aiod la;ft-^ 
nd* tiijtln upon ishe ftrongeft C^iies lif^ 
couM iet, and Staws of the Ttee^i/^^: 
and )duef s ; and fe> partly by the belp 
of tlite Five, and parely of ikdxp edg^d Sccmes^^ 
hi fo fitted them Ifeat «hejr ferv*d him in- 
jlead of f^ many Spears. He made himt 
a iliield c^ Hides folded to^eeher^ All ti»s 
pains he took «e^ fbrwfe hintfelf with Ar- 
tificial Weapons, becaufe he feund^ htrnfelf 
deftitute of Natural oues^ 

^31 Now when he ^Geiv\l that 
his Hand fupplied att rifefe defedts very 
vrei}, andthat none of all the various kinds 
of Wild Bbafts dutft ftand aeainft tem,' 
but ran a>»^ay frocft him, and werfr too 
Nimble tc>t him. He h^an ^o contrive 
how to be even with them, and thoi%hc 
thtt'e Would be no way fo proper* as to 
chafe out fome of the ftrongeft and fwift^ 
^ft Beafts of the Ifland, and bring *fcm up 
tame, and feed them with proper Food, 
till they would letytini back th^ and^ 
then he might purMe the other kinds of 
Wild Beaffe. There i?i^ere in that Hland 
both Wild Horfes and Affes; he chofe of 
both fortSj fuch as feem'd fitteft for his 
purpofe, andjty ex^rcife he made them 
lb' gentle and tradable that he was com^ 
pleat Mkfter of his Wifhes. And when* 
he had made Out: of th? Skina of Bcaft^ 
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ificb tliifigs as feiVd him competeod^ wdl; 
m the Room of Bridles and Saddles^ he 
could very eafily then overtake fudk Bbifts^ 
as he coidd fcarce ever have been able to 
have catch^d ai^ otl^^r manner of Mrt]r# 
He made all then diicoveries wfaMft he was 



employed in the Study of Anatomv, and 
the^iiJircbmg out of the Properties,' pea»< 
hiv to <^h Part, and the difference be^ 
pmea thra^ and all th^ about that time 
I ipeak oi^ ^^^of the Age of 21 Yeac& 
§. ^2^ He tt^ proceeded further to ex^ 
amin the Nature of Bodies in this SuUu- 
riafy World, viz,. The different kinds of,. 
Animal, Plants, Minerals, and ieveral forts 
of ^tpnes, Earth, Water, Exhalations, 1^^ 
Snow'i Hail, Smoak^ Hoar Frofi, Flame, 
iind Heat. ' In which he obferv'd dUSer* 
pnt Qualities, and different Anions, and 
that their Motions agreed in fbme refpedsj^ 
and differed in others: and confictering 
. thefe things with great Application, Jio 
perceiv'd that their Qualities alfo agreiexf 
in foxne tilings, and differ^ in others^. and 
that fo ikr as they agreed, they wcre'0»e; ' 
. but when confider'd with Relation to then: 
differences, a^ great muny : fo that when he 
came to conficler the Properties of things 
by which they were diftinguilh'd ohefrom 
another,he found that they Multiplied fofitft 
upon him, that 'twas impollible for him, ta 
" ' V Corn- 

er 
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Cotnpf ehend them. Nay, whea he con* 
fideiM the difference of his owfl Littibs, 
whidu Hej perlxrvxij\y!cre all diftinft from- 
CMie ahother, by ibme jProperty and Adion 
p^uliar to eacJi , • it: feem'd to him that 
there' wzs z Plurality An his own*Effence. 
And when? he Ibok'd upon any one MeniT 
her: it iel£; he found that it might be di-? 
vided^intoa great!mafiy parts, from whence 
he contliKled, that there muft needs be a 
Plurality I in his own Offence, and not on- 
ly in his own but in every other aifo., 

'§j..j^.k; Then* he entered upon another 
■ ferttof Speculation 5of» the fecond kind, by 
which he perceiv'dithattfho' the parts of his 
Body, were many,' yet they were Conjoyn- 
cd and Compared together fb as to make 
one Body, and that: what difference there 
was between them confifted only in the 
difference .of their; Anions, which diverfity 
proceedfed from that. Animal . Spirit, t'he . 
Nature of which lie had before fearch'd 
into, and'found out. - Now he knew that 
his Spirit was One in Effenee, and was 
really ^the Subftance of his Being, and that 
all the reft of the Members ferve fliat Spi- 
rit as Inftruments , and in this RefpeQ: 
he^erceiv'd his own Effenee, to be Oxte. 

§.'54. He proceeded from hence to the 

confideration of all the Species of Animals. 

ancj found that every IndividyaPof theni. 

was O^e. Next he confider'A. them with 

) regard 
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regard to their differant Speck^^ * t>iz^ .a? 
Roes, Horfes, Afles and *all 'forts :offBiiDds 
accordijc^ to tlieir krpdsi'and he perceiv'd 
that all the Individuals of ever^ Secies 
\irere cxaftly like xme; another, imtheiliapc 
of their Parts, both . witliin ' and? wtthouti 
that thdr, Apprehenfitana.,- :Motious,>ajl4 
Inclinations were .alike, and thati.thofe 
little differences i which wiere vifiixic a- 
mohgft them, wereoinQonfidera&le iiire^ 
fpeft of thofe many things ia.iMhichvtb^ 
agreed. rFrom whence te concliided,.tbac 
die Spirit which aQuirwd ' ! any. iSpecies 
was OJM and. the^ fa«a0 ;v only ,dift«b««d 
amoiig ib many. Hearth, ds;th^r9;,w€¥fejIn-» 
dividuals. in that Sf)p6ieS} jib. that: tf\ ifi were 
poflible^for all /! that J Spirit,,, wibi^; 'is fo 
divided. among fo piajijifljeart^, ti^. be..CoU' 
leflbed ; into one « Rcfcppc^e, jt ^ would he^all - t 
tije. faine jthirtg ■ jufl:- as'Iif any. 0/ie .Llqaott? 
fhouid /be pour-d out. into' fev^^al Pifhes 
and ,Hfter,wards, put . aH togetherj ft^in. m 
one Yt^^ ; this • I^iqUqr would - ftilll .b^ , 
the fim^ '^^ wel} M^hea ii wa? div^ided^ 
as^when it was ajtogc^ther, only.aiji tefp^ft 
of.Jthat! (JivifigQ f iti majf: be faid in^f^me 
for^-itajbe Mujtipligd^: By this- way of 
ConteRipiatien ije' p§rqeiv'4 that; .awljole 
gpqgie?, j was ^ Oiie - 2^nd. w the . ^giBi - thing, 
and , thai ^he Multiplicity of, In«^iyj<^uals 

in, $he rfame ipecie5^.j^l.li|5e.yi»R;'Md^^^^^ 

tity 
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of Partt itt the fame Per&a, wiiidi 
indeed are not msf^ [i. g. are only QseJ} 

1^. ^5« Thm he reprefented in fais Mim]^> 
all tw ieveral kinds of Animals, a^nd per- 
ceiv'd that Senfatbn, atid Nntritiony and 
"- riic Power of moving freely where they 
pieas'd/was common to them all; whkh 
il£tionshewas aiTiir'd b^ore, were all ve-* 
ry proper to the Anifiial Spirit, and that 
thofe Icfler thmgs in whkh they aiifer'd 
rnotiwithiknding their agreement in theie 
g^tdrj were not fo proper to that Spi- 
' rit. jBrom this ooftifideration he oonduded^ 
thAt it was only One and the fame Asri* 
mal Spirit, wbicn A^^uttedatl living Crea^^ 
tares wbsttioever, tho' there was in k^&i^ 
rie diflference, which each Species ^laim'di 
as pecular to it felf. For inftancc, fap* 

♦ V pofe the fame Watcr.be pourM cmt mo 
aifFerent VefTels, that which is iii tMs yjsf* 

, fel may pofliWy be fomething warmer 

than that wliich is in another^ ihp' •&« 
the fame Water ftill, and fo every (*^«e 
of Heat and Cold in this Watet In the 
ieveral Veffels, will repre^Jent the ^idcifick 
difference which there is m Animals: And 
as that Water is all one and the fame, fy 
is that Animal Spirit Ow , tho' in fome 
refpe£l there is a Tort of Mmtiplidty; And 
fo Hinder this Notion he looked upon *he? 
whole Specks of living KJreatures, to be all 
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§. ^6. Afterwards Coatemplatiog tlie 
different Species of Plaiiits, as he iiad 
done bef(»-e of Animals, he perceivVi 
ijiat the Individuals of every Spe^ie^ 
were alike, both in their Bougba, 
Leaves^ Flowers, Fruits, and manner of .. 
Growing. And comparing them ^with 
Animals, he found ;th^t there muft omfis \ 

be ionfte one thing which they did aQ of i 

them partake of, which was « the fame to i 

them that die Animal Spirit was to the ^ 

living Creature, and that in refpei9: trf 
That they were all One, Whereupon, ta- 
king a view of ^U , tl^ ieyeral kinds of 
Flanks, he condHded that they <were aU 
One and the iame^ by -r^^ibn of (hat Ar^ 
gtvement which- |te found in their. A^- 
Ons^ *v^^ their Npurifhmest and Grow?- 

iog- ^^ . / 

§• 97* Then be . C^inpreh^ded in one 

fingle Conception, the whole kinds of A- 
nimals and Plants together, and found 
that, they were both aJuce in thpir Nutri- 
tion ana Growing, only the Animals ex:- 
ceU'd the Plants in Senfation and Appr&* 
henfion; 4ud yet he had fometinaes ob^ 
libry'd fomething like it in Plants, 'viz^ 
TJiat fome Flo\<^er$ do lurn themfelvcs 
towards the Sijn, af)d that the Plants ex- 
tend their Rwts; that way the Nourilh* 
ment comes, and fome other fuchlike things^ 
from whence it appearM to hini ttui^t Plants 

and 
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^^nd' Animals^ were One and the femej in 
r^fpeO; of that One thing which was Com- 
mon to them both : which \vas indeed 
'^more perfeft in the One,, and more oB- 
ftmfted and reftrained in the other; like 
Water fhat is partly running and partly 
frozen: * So that he concluded that Plants 
and arid Animals were all One. 

^. ' j8. ' He nex;t cpnfiderM thofe Bodies, 
which^ hav^ neither Stn^t^ Nutritioii nor 
^^fowtjlj Tuch as Stones, Earth, Air, and 
^Plame, which he perceiy'd had ail o£ therai 
T?iree Dimenfions, viz,. Lengthy- Breadtk, 
)iin(t-^HkHefs'\ and that, their :j4ifferences 
cprififted only in this^ that fome of them 
•^ere Colour'd^' otliilrs - not, Ibifee were 
-WafrmV others Gold, afid the like. Het3b^ 
ierv*d' that -thofe/ Bodies whkJh^ wet^ 
Warm, grew Cold, and on the .contrary, 
that thole w?hich Were Gold grew Warm, 
HeTaW' that- Water was rariiied into Va^ 
|)6iiv$, hx\d vVapouTsagain Condens'd into 
W^6r;^-dttd'*l5feb;'fuch things as wti'% 
Burri't, were" tarii^d into Coals,' Afljes, 
PMifee^ and Smoak,' and if in its Afce^tit 
^vere'i^t^f cepted'by^an Arch of Stone or- the 
like, it thickfied theire and was like other* 
Grofs; Earthly ^«ubftafice^. From whence 
it >ppear<l to .^hik that, all^ things were 
irlRealiW, 0/^^,'tho' multiplied and diver- 
iified In ibrne certain refpeSts, as the Plants 
aiid Aniftaals wet-er '.-^ 

^^'^ ^ §• 39« Then 
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^. 38. Then cdiiteing WitK hiirf- 



lelf, whsit that (^nimofl thing muft bcL 
in whidb,t&6 ^i«»»««^ of the Aninjalsina 
Plants' d|^ con(ift ; he '^ that it' muft 
ise foine Body, like th6ie Bodies, whidi 
had a Thpreefbid DijhcnGon, i/iiJ. Laigtif, 
Breadth, and Thidmti^; slnd thiat whe- 
ther k wei'e Hdt od* Cold, it wtis IHte One 
of thofe other Bodies which bav^ neither 
Senfe nor Nutrition, and di^er'd irom tbenk 
only in ih6SB Operations which arife frbnn 
the-Oi^anicai parts of PIdiits and Anirnalsi 
And e^t^ iil all likelihood, thofe Ojiera- 
tions ^re net Eifential, but deri^'d 
Itoin fooafthing die. So that if thofe O- 
pemtions were to be ciMnmtinicated to 
thofe <%faer Bodie^ , they wouM be li^ 
this. Canfiderin^ it diereforcf abftrafbedly^ 
with regard tof its S0ence only, as Iftript 
of thole Operations, which at firft fight 
ieemM ,to flow from it, be perceived that 
it was a Bod/y of ttte fame kind, with thole 
other Bodies ; upon Which Contempbtion 
it appear d co him that all Bodies, as well 
thoK that bad Life, as thofe that had not, 
as wdt thofe that mov'd, as thofe that 
refted in thftr Natural pUica^ were One ; 
onfy there w«% (bme Auions in ibme of 
them, which proceeded from their Organl- 
cal Pans ; concerning which A^ons he 
couUl not yet determine whether they were 
BKGimial, or derived firoi]^ fomething witlu 
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ou% Thus he :copti»u!d,. cpiifidering no 
tKng b*ut the N»turi or Bodiesr, and by 
this oiqans he pcrajv^di that whcr^^Sr at Jfirfl: 
ii^"htV.TI&^^^ Iwed appearM to ;Mf^^ia^*-^- 
ineraHe-and not to be comprehejjaed ^ j/Vaji'^ 
he difcpvered die wliqle Mafs afiri Bulk of 
Creatures were 19 RejtGty only .;0^^^; ' 

^,^» ' He eoiMjijju'd in this; Qpinioa a 
confwenable timg^/Then he confider'd all 
£)rts oEJ^ij^bc^^^^^ and laa^^mate^ 

whiplipne while le^d to hi^i^-jp JbpO*^^; 

all of; them ^ h?4 a • Tendency . either ^ upr 
yirar4,£.as Smoak^ Flame,.. aad Air, wh^n 
cietain^d under ^W^ter i^or ;elfe;4«Kft^rdf 
as ^ater/pieces.'OfvJSarth, or Pa^tfft^q^A? 
, nimalsand Plant^vj r^nd^tlkt no»f?. <2i Cte 
Bodi^^ were free -^'9^ ^e.or^ther^of thefe 
Tendencies, or w.oi;d;d! ever lye.ftill, unlefe 
hinder d by fomeiothe,? Body, Cind. iitter- 
rupted in their coprfib )3s«when,for tnftance, 
a Stonie in its fall ^sftppp'd by die /olidity. 
and hardnefs crfrflj^ ga^tl^' wl^s:. 'tis piaia 
it wqilld otherwdie^ cC^tinite ftiil ^defceadi 
iag J 4o ' Smoak 5ftill contioues IgOifig up- 
wards, and if iclhijuld be intercepted by 
a fdlid Arch^ it .would .divide both tb the 
right aiKi left, and fofoon as it wa&JriBed 
from rthe Archy ^^vt)uld ftill contjinpi^ a^- 
fcending;; and pafe through the Air, which 
is npc lolid enough to r^ftrain it. So when 
a Leathern Botde isifillM with .Air and 

ftopp'd 
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ftopp'd up, clofe, if you hold it under Wa- . 
ter ; it will ftill ftriye to get up, 'tUlit re- 
turns to its place of Air^ ana then* 
it refh, and its reluftancy and prc^enfity 
to afcend, ceales. 

^. 41. He then ehquir'd whether or no 
he could find any Body that was at any 
rime dcftitute of both thefe Motions, or a 
Tendency toward them, but he could, find 
none fiich, among all iSodies which he 
had about him. The reafon of this En- 
quiry was, becaufb he was very defirous 
to know the Nature of Body ; as fuch, 
abftra6ted from all manner of (jiajities, 
from whence ariliBS Multiplicity ot Diver- 
lity of Kinds. But when he found this 
too difficult a Task for him, an'd.h© had 
cxamin'd thofe Bodies which had the few- 
eft Qualities , and could find none of 
theni void of one of thefe. two . wz, 
Heavlnefs or Lightnefs ; he proceeded to 
confider the Nature of thefe two Proper- 
ties, and to exairiin whether they did be- 
long to- Body fuAtenus, Body^ or elfe to 
ibme other Quality fuperaddcd to Body', 
TSTcfwit feem'd plain to him, that Gravity 
and Levity y did not belong to Body as fuchj 
for if fo, then no Bfody could fubfift with- 
out them both : whereas on the contrary, 
we find Heavy Bodies . which are void of 
all Lightnefs, aad alfo fome Light Bbdies 
-which are void of all Heavinefs, and yet 
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without doubt they both are Bodies; in 
cacfi of which there is fomething fupecad** 
ded to Corporeity, by which they are diftin* 
giiifliM one from the other, and that makes 
the difference between them, othecwife 
they would be both one and the fame 
thing, in every refpeflt. From whence ic 
appearM plainly, that the fiflence both 
of an fi^avy , and Light JSodj was com- 
posed <^,two things { One, which was 
conmioh tothem both, w^. d^rporeiij^ the 
other, by which they are. diftinguilb'd i)ne 
from the other, vi-sv* GmwVj' in the'one, 
ind Leniftfj in the other, which were fii^ 
peraddctf, to the ElTence of Corporeity* 

§. 42J In like maijiier he confider'd o- 
ther iBpdiies, both Animate and Inafii^^t^, 
and found their ElTence confifted m Cor- 
fof-eitjy . and in fbme* one thing, ot more 
fuperadded to it. And thus he attained a 
Notion^ of the Forms of Bodies, acc#r(fiflj 
to their differences. 'Thefe were tlie firi 
thingsj he found out, belongi^jg to the Spi- 
ritual World; for thefe Forms are not th^ 
objefts of Senfe, but are apprehended by 
InteDe£l:ual Speculation. Now among - o- 
ther things of this kind wliich he qifcOT' 
ver'd, it appear d to htm that t\w AnimMl 
Spirity which is Seal'd in the Heart X^ 
we have mentioned before) muft neceffari- 
ly have fome Qualify fuperadded to its Cor- 
forieijy which rendred it capable of thofe 

wonder- 
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ti^ondcrful Aftion^jf different Senfations and 
Ways of apprehcri|ing Things, and va^ 
nous/oits qf Motioii% and that this QuAlitf 
muft belts F^ri», by wtiichitisdifl-inguilh^d 
froni other Bodies (^whichis the fame that 
"the Phiidbphers Cafi the Seiifitive Soul) and 
lb in Plants, that which was in them the 
ftme that radical Moifture was in Beafts, 
wasibmethingpro^rto thenu which was 
their form^ whicjfi the Philofopd^ers call the 
Vegetative Soul. And that there was alfo 
In inanimate things, iyiz.. all Bodies, be- 
fides Plants and Animals, which are in 
this Tublunary World) fomething peculiai: 
to them, by the Power of which, every one 
of them performed fuch Anions as were pro* 
per to it J namely, various forts of Motion, 
and diff^ent kinds of fenfible Qualities, apd 
that thing was the Form of e^jjery one of 
them, and this is the Ikme which the Phi- 
lolbphers call Natwe. 

§.4 J. Arid w!ient by this jpontemplar 
tioA it = appeared to him plamly, that 
the t^e HTence bf'that Animd Sprite 
which he had been fo intent, was coni^ 
poupded of Corporeity, and foine other 
Quafity fbperadded w thkt Corporeity, and 
that it had its CorfJoreity in common with 
other Bodies; biit that this other Qiiality 
which wasfuperaddad, was peculiar to it 
felf : Immediately I^ flighted artd defjns^d 
ih« Notion of Coi'iroreityv and applied him-: 
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felf wholly to that other fupcraddtd Qua- 
lity (which is the fame that wc call the 
Soul) the Nature of which he earneftl v de- 
fired to know. Therefore he fix'd all his 
Thoughts upon it, and began his Con- 
templation with confiderin^ all Bodies, not 
^as Bodies, but asenduM with Formsy ftom 
^.whence neceffarily flow thefe Properties^ 
by which they are dii3:ixi^uillf d one from an- 
other. 

§.44. Now by following up this Notion^ 
and comprehending it in his Mind, he per^ 
ceiv'd thatall Bodies had one Form incom- 
ttion, from whence one or more Adiofis 
did proceed. And that there were fome of 
thefe , which tho' they agreed with 
all the reft in that one common Form, had 
another Form befides iTuperadded to it, fram 
whence fome Anions proceeded. And fur- 
ther, that there was another fort, which 
agreeing with the reft in thofe two Forms 
which they had, was ftill diftinguifti'd 
from them by a third. Form, fuperadded 
to thole Dther two, from whoncealfo pro- 
' deeded fome Afltion& For inftaftce, all 
Terreftrial Bodies, as Earth. Stones, ^i;» 
nerals^ I^lants, Animals, andaU cMihenhea- 
vy Bodies, do make up one in Number, 
whichagree in the lame Formy from whence 
flows fhe Property oidefiendinz continually, 
whilft there is nothiiigto hinder their Del^ 

cent: And whenfoever^they are forc'd tq 

• *-• .•» «*• -,*. 
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fflowe up<rard$, if riifey^ife left to them- 
felves, the5^itamediatel5?y^l>y the Power of 
their JS^y tend^wnwaids agaitiv'tJcfw; 
feme part of this Number, ^/^. Plants Stftcf 
Animais, t^' «tfi(^ do srgree Wkfi^ll^ that 
Mukkude before mieiatioft'cl, ih rfiafr iir«i.; 
yet fcli have aiKkher R»^/* fup<*added t» 
It; £bDm whemse fi(m Naimian ^txyd Ai^u^ 
U(m. Now the meanihg of Nutrition is,' 
wh«i^he'Body that is noitrifh^d, fubflri- 
tutes in the room of that which isconfum'd 
aod wafted from it feif, fomethinig of the' 
Uke idtyiy which it draws to it &^ and 
illen converts into its own Subftanoe. Mccre^ 
U09^^ 1 iir Growing, is a Motion accOrdittg 
to the three Tyim^n£\onSyViz,.LeHgth^Breaitb; 
and Thickttefs/ in a due ft-oportioii. ! And 
thefe two Actions are common to^ Plants 
and Akimals, and do without doHbtfpring 
from'^that Form which is connnoh to tli^rfl 
both^ which is what we call the Ffg^fdt^ 
Smk Now part of this Multitude, <t**fc; 
Animalsy tho' ttey fcave t!ie firft and • ft- 
coad Forms in conimori.with th6 reft, havcf 
Ibill a tWrd^ormfuperadded, frotn which 
arife Setifetibriafld'Ii)ca.iMotiM^ Befides,^ 
he fierceivM tfe^ every particular Spei^sot 
AiBAmals, had fonie Property which diftittr* 
gutftf d it, and made it^uite diflfereht from 
tbeMrft, ard he knetv that this Diflferenee* 
(ttttft arife from feme. Form peculiar (o tifat 
^«f/f/^ wWeJi wai's f«peradded-t» tfee Nq- 
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tiooof cittt Votm wbfch it hid inxommoii 
Dvithtlw reft of AniiiuUs. Aod the likeho 
faw bappemVi to the fiqireral ku^s of 
JUa'ti. . 

^. 45» An4 it: iwias ^videm td hioi» that 
theEfleoCQsof chafe ieofible Bodies, which 
ive^in this fubkutary "V^orld, iiad Hbme of 
tiwn more QtiaUtiiss fuperadded to their 
t^orporeifji f and others, fewer. Now. he 
knew that the Underftanding of chefew- 
er,' inuitoeeds be more eafieto him, thaa 
the- Underftanding of thofe w;hicb were 
moreiiQ.iiumb(M'. A^d therefore t^wdea-' 
vbur'd to get a true Notion of the Forqi of 
foods ooe. thing,, who^ Eflence was jthe 
m.oft fimple and uncoippoqnded. Noyr he 
perceiv'd that theiEffence of Animal$ and 
plants qjafifted of a great raany.Properties, 
hecaiiie <£ the great variety of theic Ope- 
itti0n$} for which reafpn, hedeferc'4 the 
e&qutring into their Fprms,. As £or the 
Parts, ot the Earthy. h^ {aw that fpme of 
tftl?m. weye mpre Craple th^ others, and 
th^fpre refolvd to begin his ^liqOiry 
V^ith th? moD: fimple.of all. So he p^rceiv'4 
t^at Water wasa<tiiing,.whofe£flei)ce was 
not compounded ofmany Qjialiti^^ which 
a|)pearM from the Paucity of t^fe Alliens 
which arife from its Fprpra. T-bp' feme 
belikewife obferv'd ip the ivirf-and Jir, ^ 

§. 46. Now he had a Notion before, that 
^1 thefe four might §e cl^g'd pne iuta, 

. anq- 
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.«K)tIiet ; and therefore then^ moft be 
ibme (Mie thing whkh they jointly par- 
ticipated '<^, and that this thUig wa$ 
Corporeity. Now "twa^s neceflary , t^t 
lis&^om thing whUti^was common to^iem 
all, ihottkl be'alti^eth^ free from thofe 
j^uji^^erfhf whldi thefe fourw«r9diftin- 
gu^Uone from dbe other; and be tith 
th&rikeiftvy nor Ught; hot wx eoU ; moifi 
tior tfr/; (M^ufenftne of theile Qtialittes 
vete common it ali Bodies, and therefore 
could not appertidn to Body as fueh. And 
thsit If It ^xrere polTible to find any jfuch Bo- 
dy, in which t^re was no other Form fu- 
peradded to Cor pm^j^ it would have none 
of diefb Qiidities-, nor indeed any other 
h\& what were common to all Bodies, widi 
what JForm Ibever end u'd. Heconttder'd 
tk^dbie- with himfelf, to fee 'if he could 
find any one Ac^ontt'Or Property which 
\sas edmmon to aU B^ies, both animate 
and>. inanimate; but he found nothing^pf 
that Nature, but <xAy the Notion of -kx- 
lei^ff, andtha:t he pecceiv'd was common 
tOvall Bodies, w«. That they had all of 
theni iw^hy hrtidth, and thickfufs. Whence 
tegathep'd, that this Property bi^Rtt)g*d t» 
Bony, a&Body. However, his Senfe could 
not ftprefent to him any Body exiDeat in 
Ibtftture, which Irad this only Adjuo^, and 
waijr$^d: of aM ocha- Forms : For hi^ -faw 

-. ■•••••• • thtie 



dvit m«^ ooe of themhad fome otheiE^ €^i»^ 
litf fufiaradded tp tlv iiua Extenftm, 

4v^7*'iUwi he confiderM fiirdier,wjieth«r 
this Thi'ff'ibld Extf»fp»y was tb« Fcry.Ef-' 
ie»c«^r, ]^y Of not ; toA quickly wnpd^ 
that heddes this Etct^gjiattf tmre wm ano- 
tl^, in^ fwhiph this , Exxeafion . did aEtft, 

a^d ;(|taf.,,thi$ Exitsnon could not 
fvbfift by :k Telf, a& alfo the Eody which 
was eKtQnded , .could not fubfift hy it 
fdf without ExtmSow This he eac^ri- 
mentedjnjpme of choie (enfibie Bodies- 
wbijclrarrf ^ii'd with Forms j for Esiam- 
pk, 4n : Clay : Whidi he percdv'd, vfhcn 
mouJdfd in^ any Hgure^ (Spberiod £w* 
p0^)|iadin it a certain Pncvportion, Length, 
Bresbdth, and Thickne^. But then if yo« 
toofethat/veryiameiBailif and reduced itin? 
to a Cubical or Oval Figure, the Diiaaft- 
ijon^ were chan^'d-, and d^^net retlsiin 
^j^Mne^opbrtioi} which they had bi^ore, 
and yet t^he Clay. ftiU remainM the £imef 
without. aAy Chai^e^ onljir that it was ae? 
cefiary for it to be extended into Length, 
Breadth, and Thicknefs, in foizte Propor>> 
uon or; other, anid not be deprived <^ 
)t& :r)j(nw$i^ons : Yet it was plain to •faitn 
ft-pm /the fucceflive Alterations of them 
in tlie f^nie Body, that they-were diftinft 
from jche Clay itfelf ; as alfo, that be^ 
caule -the Clay could not be . ^liogather 
witliout them^ it appear'd to him that it 

be- 
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bdoag^to its BS^pau And dius from diis 
Experiment itappear'd to him, that Body 
confiderM as Body , was cQinpounded of twp 
Prdjperties : The ope of which cepre^tf 
theC/^T) <^ which the Sphere was inade; 
The odier,' the ThrtgfM Bmtj^maSix^ 
when formM into a Sphere^ Cube, or what: 
oth^r Figure fijever. Nor was it poilible 
to ^ncetve Bo^j^ but a^confifting of the^ 
two f ropertits; n^itliirpf which could fub- 
fift :\(pi:hout the other. But chat one 
(namely, that c^ JB^onfion) whicii was 
liable, t^ Change, and could fticcefllvor 
]y ptiu: on- dif&reaic Figure , xlid rep»e- 
feot the Form in all thofe Bodies which had 
Forms. And that other which IHH abod« 
in the' iaaie . State,, ^which was the C^^ ia 
our lafl; l^iftoace) did repreient C<MrPo* 
rmj, Mrhich is in aB Boches,' of what 
Forms ipcirei:. , Now that which we ca41 
C/^ i^ the f^^f^^MM; Iiiltancei is the fame 
which tliB thtl^^Siers psH Afaftfid prims^ 
£ttie firft Matter] and tJA», which is whol- 
ly Mitute of all tpunpier.of Forms. 

^. 4$. yf\im Us CoQt]sm{daK[on had pro* 
ceeded thus far, ^nd be was got to ibmo 
diftan^ froinf^Qlible ObJ9^s,;and wa& now 
juft iipoq the Q>9^|^ of the imeH^tel 
World jhedifiident^B^ ilidin'd rather to die 
feafihk World, whioh/hewasraore ufed to, 
Th^reiSjrf Ipp r^ir'd froqi the Coafiderafioii 

■ of 
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pi^t?i^tA^dyy (fificehc found that fas 
^nfesijcwi^^ by no means reach it^ nei- 
ther could he comprehend ^t) and apj^ed 
^'imfelf to the Confideration of the moft 
iimy* ferifiblc Bodies he couid find, which 
were thofe four, about tirhich he had been 
txerfcisM. And firfl <rf afl he confider'd the 
yfAtery whichhe found, if let alone in that 
Condition which its Foma required, had 
\hefe two things in it, vizi Senfibte Cold, 
and a Propenfion to move downwards: 
But if heated bjrthe Fire or the Sun, its 
Coldnefs was rembvM, but its Propowion 
jto'move downwards ftill remain'd': But af^ 
ter^^ards, when it came to be more vehe* 
inently heated, it loft its tendency down^ 
wards, and mounted upwards ; and do it 
was \(^holly deprived of both thofe Proper- 
ties which us'd conftanriv to proceed from 
it, and from its Form: Nor did he know 
any tHingniore of its Fprin, but onlv that 
thefe two Actions proceeded from tnence; 
.and wheftthefe two ceas'd, the Nature t)f 
the Forai was alteirM, and die watryPorm 
was temov'd froiii that Body, 'finee there 
appear^ in it Anions; "wh ich muft needs 
bWe t3ieir Origin to another Form. • There- 
fore it mufthaye ref^v^d another Form 
which had not been tfift% before><rom which 
arofe thofe Anions, ^icb'ncvcfr tis'd t6ap* 
peaf in it whiiftit had the odiif Form. 
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^.49. Now hi. }mewAfi» e^wj; 'tlMPg 
that A¥$is produc'd aoeu^y.. muil oe^ f iye 
ioRK PrOQUcer. Asti frpm this CqpllpiiliK 
^tipnt there iirpfQ jn nis Mind a, %f i^ 
Irapreffipn of the Maker oi «jiat-I^tn« 
tbo' his Nptioa of him as yet was general 
and indiftiri£l. Then he paus'd on the -ex- 
anyinii^. of theip JForsK; which ,> he. khie^ 
before> one by on^ and foiund tb^t:thBy. 
WOTQ. jpiroduc'd anew , and that/t!&By 
nai& m necefiity be beholden tbf.lbhie 
e^qieBt Oiu^ Tfaeivheconfider'dt}ie£f> 
iencesofFjorms, ai^ found that they wfrd 
nothing ^Ijk, but ohhr a, Diibofifiipn, qt^, 
dj to {trbduoe fuch 6t uich Aoions. . F^r Ih- 
fiaace^ ^ater, wb^ very much heated^ i^ 
diipo^'d tq.rife up^rards^: and that i)il{K>(i* 
tion is its Form; For there is hot1i|ing 
prefent in this Mo^iqiflf, biit fi^^^,and 

lbme> .^]ngs which ans 'oblery*d.\to<ari}e 
firbm it, which w«re not in it before .(jiUch 
as Qiialitieis and Motions) and i;he iEffi^- 
cients which prodi^c^ iima. Now jche 6t- 
nefs^of fiody ^ gik^otion rather. |ihan 
another, is its Dtfiofthtt' imd jyii?».., "ITie 
i^ihe he concludat of ^U other i^or^$» andf 
it.a'ppear'd to him> that th^le A^ons 
which atpife from-theoi): were not in reality 
owing to them, but to?che effiqiehc Cauf^ 
who made ufe of theie Forms to produce 
thofe Anions which are attributed to them, 
£». e, the Forms]. Which Notion of his 

IS 
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Is eis^Qfy the £iffte ti^idt ^rliat €ddV Apo- 

ithlek ]fe /!l(4ry, atid his Seeij^ hf vpUth he jfSes. 
Ahd vl)L Ac AkoTAjr;, fott did not kill them^ 
^utiS&d'kiJPd thmS; 'ffheft' thou thre^ft the 
iydrtsi, it WAS not fhoit ihttthrmefi them^ hut 
QoA.' 

' ^ 50. 'Now, >hen Ite had attdiri'd thus 
^r, fo as td have a gaicral and iAdiftihft 
Notlpil of this Agent^wi'^aA i rao* carn- 
cft Ete/ire to knoiir him diffi^ And 

bedauie he had not asyiet wirfidi^ii lum- 
ieff froBfi the fcnfible World, he. began to 
Iqofe ' for this voUt/Hary Agent amohjg ftaifi- 
bfe Things; nordtdnels yet kno\tr, • whe- 
tiier it^^ras one Agept or ttiamr. T^herefbre 
he'eiiqnird ftrialy-iirtd all fuch Bodies as 
be had about him, viz.. thofc which he had 
been employed alKJiit all along,. and he 
fbUAd that i%^j-^'(itt all liable td 'Ge^era- 
tionsthd Cqrruftion iAnd^ if there tirdfe'any 
which did riot fufT^ a total Odrttupiion, 
yet, they 'were MW to* a J)artiar6ne, as 
W^mr ■^^ti^Zarihi '^e* fartS of whiit|i ire 
confunfd by Fire. . tikewife hd perC6iV'd, 
thatthe Air Wa^ jfey'tjitreniitj^ of 'Cold 
chiflg'd into Sn6^j> arid then again" into 
Watei!; and amdpff^aH the reft or the Bo- 
Hies which he w^'-tonveriant with, he 
eoUld ^nd none Which had not its Exi« 
ftence anew, and requir'd forae ■volmtarj 
Agent to ^ve it a Being. Upon winch ac- 
count 
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cotint he laid thcm all afide^ and tranf- 
ferr'd his Thoughts tathp Confideration of 
the Heavmly Bodies And thus £irhe 
reach'd in his Contemplations, about the 
end of the fourth Septenarf of his Age^ 
tfiz^ when he now eight and twshtyt Years 
old; ••; ' "v" »- ^ '" • 

§^51* Now he.fenttr very wcll^ that 
the Heavlens, and a^ the Lumitiariei in 
them, wtere Bodies, becaufe they werelaR 
extei^ied accarding^td tlie three Dirndl* 
BmiJ^ngthj BreiuMthand Thickii^fs, with^ 
c^ any €xceptibn ;.'and that evwy * thing 
thafc Was fo - extehded^ was Body.> ei^y 
they were all fiodks Then he eonfider'd 
nejot) wkMfaer they iiir«i^€.e)a:ended iniSnite- 
ly^-^s to ftretcfa ^themftlves to an. endleft 
L^gth, 'Breadth and Thidknefs ; or^ whe- 
ther ttey were ch^cunlfcrib'd by apy Limits^ 
and terminated by ibme certain Bounds, 
bey4)nd which there coukl be no Extenfion* 
Burhece he ftop^d a while, as in a, kind of 
Amazement. 

^^ 5«* . Atlaft, i)y idle ftrength^ dfhis Ap- 
pBAeaCvofiy and Sagacity of his Under-' 
ftancting, he poxeivM that the Notion of 
iji£ntte Bedy wasi abfurd * and impG&bk^ 
and A Notion wholly intelligible; ^He €on^ 
firmed l^mfelf in this Judgment of his^ by 
a great inany Arguments which txxmrr'd 
to htm, when he. thus aigued with hiiti* 
ielf.^ Tk^f thi$ heaw^tlf Body is utminmi 
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^n this f4^ which is msf to fne^ is evident tB 
tnj^ght z And that it csnnat he infinitely ex* 
tended on. that (fpofite fide^ which raised this 
Scrnfle in me^ i prbve thus^ Snfnofe two 
iMtes dfawn frmn the Extremity of this Hed^ 
njetitf Bodji^ on that terminsted Side which is 
next to me J fdsich Lines fisould be frodktd 
^ite thrmgh this Bcdy^ in rafmitum^ dc^ 
c&rding to the Exten&on of the Bodf | then 
fttpfo^ d long fstrt q one of thefe Unes^ c:nt 
cff 4t this tnd which is next to me ; then 
t4ke the Remainder of vtbat was cstt offj and 
dra^ down that end of it :where it was tmtoff^ 
dnd hj k even with the end of the em^r 
Lint firm which there was nothing cut of; 
and m that Line which was Jbortmtd^ tjtfdr 
tallH with the othr ; then fnffofi them 
through: this Badj^ tiU\ you come to that fide 
which i^e Jkffosd to be Js^nite : Either joa 
will find, poth thfe Lines snfinitefy extended^ 
and then one of them cannot be 0oner than 
the Mher , but that which had a fart of ii 
cut off J will be as long as that which was 
sfotj ahhh is idfurd: Or elfe the Line 
wkkh was cut wiU not He fo long, asth^ 
other y and confequently finite : Therefore if 
jfott idd that fart to ■ it. which, was cut m 
from it M fir ft ^ which was finite i^ the whm 
wis JH fiisite ; ^nd then it will be w longer ot 
fborter than that Line which had tmhing tut 
off from it^ thorefore tfual to it : But this is 
finite^ therefore tht (4her is finite^ Therefore^ 
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j^f Body in which faeh Lilies are itMn iifnite^ 
md all Bodies in which fuch Lines may he 
irawn^ are finite : Butjuch Lines may ^ drawn 
in all Bodies. Therefore if we fupfofe an in- 
fnite Body^ we fiftpoje an Aifurdity and Im^ 
pSphtHfy. 

. ^^. $2. When by the (ingular ftrerigth o! 
his' Genius, (which he. exerted in the find- 
ing^btit fuch a Demonftration) he had fa- 
.tished hitnfelf that the Body of Heaven 
vfas finite;' he defired, in the next place, to 
know what Figure it was of, and how it 
iwas limited by the circumambient Super- 
ficies^ And firft he obfervM the Sun, Moon 
iiid. Stirs, md faw that they all rofe 
^ the feaft , and f^ in the Weft ; and 
J&offe wjiich went right oVef his Head 
defcrib'd a great Circle^ but thofe at a 
greater diftance from the Vertical Point, 
tither Northward or Southward , de- 
fcrib'da lefler Circle. So that the leaft Cir- 
cles \Vhich were defcribM by any of the 
Stars , were thofe two which went round 
the two Poles , the one North , the other 
South ; the laft of which is the Circle of 
Sehail or Canofus ; the firft, the Circle of 
thole two Stars which ate Called in Ardbick 
Alfherkadani. ^ Now bedaufe he livM under 
the Equinbftial Line, (as we fhewM be-» 
fore) all thofe Circles did cut the Horizon 
at right Angles, and both North afld Sourh 
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Avere alike to him, and he could fee both 
the Pole-Stars : He obfervM , that if a 
Star aqpfe t any time in a great Circle, 
and another Star at the fame in a Icffer 
^ Circle, yet neverthelefs, as they rofe to- 
gether , fo they fet together : and he ob- 
fcTvd it of all the Stars, and at all times. 
From whence he concluded , that the 
Heaven was of a Spherical Figure ; in 
which Opinion he was confirmed , by ob- 
ferving the Return of the Sun, Moon and 
Stars to the Eaft, after their Setting ; and 
alfo, becaufe they always appear^ to 
him of the fame bignefs, both when they 
rofe, and when they were in the midft of 
Heaven, and at the time of their Setting ; 
whereas , if their Motions had not been 
Circular, they muft have -been nearer to 
fight, at fome times than others ; and confe- 
quently their Dimenfions would have ap- 
peared propOrtionably greater or leffer; 
but fmce there was no fuch Appear* 
ance , he concluded that their Motions 
were Circular. Then he confider'd the 
Motion of the Mooii and the Planets 
from Weft to Eaft, til! at laft he under- 
llood a great part of Aftronorny. Be- 
fides, he apprehended that their Motions 
were in different Spheres , all wliich were 
comprehenii^d in another which was above 
them all, and which turnM abouf aU the refl; 
jin the fpace of a Day anu a Night. But it 

too 
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were tcx) tedious to explain particularly 
how he advanced in this Science; befides, 'tis 
taught in other Books ; and what \mp have 
already faid, is as much as is requisite for 
bur prefcnt purpofe. 

§. 5j. When he had attaint to this 
degree of Knowledge , he found that the 
whole Orb of the Heavens, and whatfoever - 
was containM in it, was as one Thing 
compared and join'd together ; and that 
all thofe Bodies which he usM to confider 
before, as Earth, Water, Air, Plants, Ani- 
mals and the like, were all of them fo con- 
tain'd in it , as never to go out of its 
Bounds : And that the whole was like 
One Animal, in which the Luminaries re- 
preiented the Senfes ; The Spheres fo joitf d 
and compaded tc^ether, anfwerM to the 
limbs ; and the Sublunary World, to the 
Belly, in which the Excrements and Hu- 
mors are contained , and which oftentimes 
))reeds Animals, as the Greater World. 

§^54. Now when it appeared to him, 
that the whole World was only One Sub- 
ftance, depending upon a Voluntary Agent, 
and he had united all the Parts of it, by the 
^me way of thinking which he had before 
msuAe ufe of in confidering the Sublunary 
World ; he proposed to his Confideration 
the World in General , and debated with 
himfelf, whether it did exift in Time^ after 
it had been j and cam^e to Be, out of nothing ; 
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or whether it had htea frofii Eterhitjf, 
without any Privation preceeding it. Coh- 
cerning^his Matter, he had very many and 
great Doubts; fo that neither of thefe 
two Opinions did prevail over the other. 
For when he proposed to himfelf the Be- 
lief of its Eternity, there arofe a great many 
Objefltioris in his Mind ; becaufe he thought 
that the Notion of Infinite Exiftence was 
pfefsM with no lefs DiiBculties, than that 
of Infinite Extenfion : And that fuch a 
Being as was not free from Accidents pro- 
ducM a-new, mfuft alfo it felf be produced 
anew, becaufe it cannot be faid to be 
itibre ancient than thofe Accideim : 
And that which cannot exift before Acci^ 
dents producM in Time, muft needs itfctf • 
be producM in Time. Then on the other; 
hand, when he proposed to himifelf the Be- 
lief of its being produced a-new, other 
Objeftions occur'd to him ; for he perceived 
that it was impoflible to conceite arty Noti*: 
on of its being producM a-new, unlels it was 
fupposM that there was Time before it ; 
whereas Time was one of thofe things 
which belonged to the World, and was in- 
feparable from it ; and therefore the World 
could not be fuppos'd to be later than 
Time. Then he confider'd, that a Thing 
Created muft needs have a Creator : And 
if fo , Why did this Creator make the 
World, now, and not as well before ? Was 
it becaufe of .any new Chance which 

hap« 



Hai Ebn YokdhanJ Sj 

liappenM to him ? That could not be; for 
there was nothing exigent befides him- 
felf. Was it then upon the Account of any 
Change in his own Nature ? But what 
ihould caufe that Change ? Thus he continu- 
ed for feveral Years^aiguing/re^and coj^zbout 
this Matter ; and a great many Arguments 
offer'd themfelves on both fides , fo that 
neither of thefe two Opinions in his Judg^ 
ment over-balancM the other. 

§• 5 5* This put him to a great deal of 
trouble ^ which made him begin to con*, 
fider with himfelf, what were the Confe* 
quences which did follow from each of thefe 
Opinions, and that perhaps they might be 
both alike. And he perceivM, that if he 
held that the World was created in Time, 
and extfted after a total Privation, it would 
neceflarily follow from thence, that it could 
not exift of it felf , without the help of 
fome Agent to produce it. And that this 
Agent muft needs be fuch an one as 
cannot be apprehended by our Senfes ; for 
if he Ihould be the Objeft of Senfe, he mull 
\)p Body^ and if Body , then a Part of the 
World, and confequently a Created Being; 
fuch an one, as would have ftood in neod 
of fome other Caufe to create him : and if 
that fecond Creator was Body , he would 
depend upon a third, and that thi^rd upon 
upon a fourth , and fo adt hfimtum^ which 
is abfurd« Since the]:^fQr6 the World ftands 
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in need of an incx)rporeal Creator : And 
fince the Creator thereof is really incor- 
poreal , 'tis impoflible for us to appre- 
hend hum by any of our Senfes ; for wc 
• perceive nothing by the help of them but 
Badj/y or fuch Accidents as adhere to Bodies: 
And becaufe he cannot be perceiv'd by the 
Senfes, it is impoflible he fliould be appre- 
/hended by the Imagination ; for the Ima- 
gination does only reprefent to us the 
Forms of things in their abfence, which we 
have before learnM by our Senfes. And 
iince he is not Body^ we muft not iattribute 
tp him any of the Properties of Bodj ; the 
foft of which is Extenfion, from which he 
is free , as alfo from all thofe Properties of 
Bodies which jSow from it. And feeing that 
he is the Maker of the World, doubtlefs he 
has the Sovereign Command over it. Skdd 
nothekntm it , that created it f He is mfe^ 
Omnifciem ! 

^. $6. On the other fide, he faw that if he 
held the Eternity of the World , and that 
it always was as it now. is, without any 
Privation before it ; then it would follow, 
that its Motion muft be Eternal too ; be- 
caufe there could be no Reft before it, from 
whence it might commence its Motion. 
Now all Motion neceflarily requires a 
Mover ; and this Mover muft be either a 
Power diffused through the Body mov'd, 
or elfe through fonae other Body without it, 
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6r elfe a certain Power , not difTusM or 
difpcrsM through any Body at aU. Now 
every Toiler which paflcth , or is difFu^'d, 
through any Body, is divided or doubled. 
For Inftahce ; The Gravity in a Stone, by 
which it tfends downwards, if you divide 
the Stone into two parts , is divided irito 
two parts alfo ; and if you add to it an- 
other like it, the Gravity is doubled. And 
if it were poflible to add Stones in injim- 
tum^ the Gravity would increafe in infni^ 
turn too. Aftd if it wwe polfible , that 
that Stone Ihould grow ftill bi^er, till it 
reached to an infinite Extenfion , the,' 
Weight would increafe alfo in the fame 
proportion ; and if on the other fide , a 
Stone fhould grow to a certain fize ^ and 
ftop there, the Gravity would alfo in- 
creafe to fuch a pitch, and no ferther., 
Now it is demonftrated, that all Bodymyft 
necefTarUv be finite ; and confequently, that 
Power which is in Body is finite too. If 
therefore we can find any Power , which 
produces an Infinite Effeft, 'tis plain that 
it is not in Body. Now we find , that the 
Heav'n is mov'd about with a Perpetual 
Motion, without any Geffation. Therefore 
if we affirm the Eternity of the World, it 
necefTarily follows that the Power which 
moves it, is not in its own Body , nor in 
the other Exterior Body ; but proceeds 
from fomething altogether abftrafted from 
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Body, and which cannot be defcrib*d by 
Corporeal Ad junfts or Properties. Now 
he had Icarn'd from his firft Contem- 
plation of the Sublunary World, that the 
true Effence of Body confifted in its Form^ 
which is its Difpofition to feveral foxt^ 
of Motion ; . but that Part of its EfTence 
which confifted in Matter was very mean,, 
and fcarce poflible to J)e conceived ; 
therefore the Exiftence of the whole 
World confifts in its Difpofition to 
be mov'd by this Mov^r, wh» is free from 
Matter, and the Properties of Body ; ab(^ 
trafted from every thing which we can 
Cither perceive by our Senfes, or reach by 
opr Imagination. And fince he is the Effi- 
ciei|t jCaufe of the Motions of the Hea- 
yens , in which ( notwithftanding their 
feveral kinfis) there is no difierence, na 
CQnfufion, no CefTation ; without doubt he 
hz^ a Power oyer it, and a perfeQ: Know- 
ledge of ij:. 

f. 57. Thus JSs Contemplation this 
Way, brought him to the fame Conclufio^ 
it aid the other Way. So that doubting 
concerning jthe Eternity of the World, and 
its Exiftepce dendvo^ qia him no harm at 
all/ For ii was plain to him both ways, 
that there was a Being , which wks not 
Body, ncM- join'd to Boqy , nor feparated 
from it ; nor within it , nor without it ; 
becauie Conjundion and Separation , and 

being 
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beings within any things or witfao^t it^ are 
all Properties ot Body , from which that 
£(eing is altogether a bftra£led« And becaufe 
all Bodies (land in need of a Form tQ b^ 
added to their Matter, as not being able to 
ijubfift without it, norexift really; and the 
Form it felf cannot exift , but by this 
Voluntary Agent, it appearM to him that 
all things ow'd their Eiuftence to this 
Agent ; and that none of them could Tub- 
fift, but through him : andconfequently^ 
that he was tthe Caufe , and they the Et- 
fe£ts, (whether they were newly create^ 
after a Privation, or whether they had no 
Beginning, in liefpefk of him, 'twas all qne) 
^nd Creatures whofe Exiftence dependcid 
upon that Being ; and that withoiit his 
Continuance they could not continue, nor 
t}si& without his Exifting , nor have be^n . 
eternal without his being Eternal ; hut 
that hp was eiTentially independent qf 
them, and free from them. And how fbquld 
it be Qtherwife, .when it is demonftrat^d, - 
that his Power and Might are infinite, and 
that all Bodies, and whatfoever belongs to 
them are finite ? Confequently, that the 
whole World , and whatfoever was in it, 
the Heavens, the Earth, the St^rsi, and 
whatfoever was between them above 
them, OP beneath them, was all his Work 
and Creation, and pofterior to him in Na« 
ture, if not in Time, As, if you toke any 
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Body whatfoever in your Hand^ and then 
move your Hand , the Body will wiriiout 
doubt follow the Motion of your Hand, 
with fuch a Motion as Ijhall be pofterior to 
it in Nature , tho* not in Time , becaufe 
they both began together : So all this 
World is causM and created by this Agent 
out of Time , fVhoJe Command iSy when he 
would have any thing done^ B £, and it is. 

§.58. And when he perceiv'd that all 
things which did exifl: were his Workman^- 
Ihip, he look'd them over again, confidering 
attentively the Power of the Efficient, and 
admiring the Wonderfulnels of the Work- 
manfhip, and fuch accurate Wifdonj, and 
fubtil Knowledge. And there appeared to 
him in the moft minute Creatures ( much 
more in the greater ) fuch Footfteps of 
• Wifdom , and Wonders of the Work of 
Creation , that he was fwallow'd up with 
Admiration , and fiilly afTur'd that ttefe 
things could not proceed from any other, 
than a Voluntary Agent • of infinite Per- 
feftion, nay, that was above all Perfeftion ; 
fuch an one , to whom the Weight of the 
leaft Atom was not unknown, whether in 
Heaven or Earth ; no, nor any other thing, 
whether lelfer or greater than it. 

§.59. Then he confiderM all the kinds of 
Animals , and how this Agent had given 
fuch a Fabrick of Body to every one of 
them, and then taught them how to ufe it. 

For 
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For if he had not direfted them to apply 
thofe Limbs which he had given them, to 
tbofe refpeftive Ufcs for w&ch they were 
defign'd, they would have been fo far 
from being of any Service that they 
w^ould rather have been a Burden. From 
whence he knew, that the Creator of 
the World was fupereminently Bounti- 
ful y and exceedingly Gracious. And 
then when he perceivM among the Crea- 
tures, any that had Beauty, Pcrfeftion , 
Strength, or Excellency of any kind what- 
ver, he confider'd with himfelf, and 
knew that it all flowM from that Volun- 
tary Agent, (whofe Name be praifed) and 
from ms Effence and Operation. And he 
knew, that what the Agent had in his own 
Nature j was greater than that," [which he 
faw in the Creatures,] more perfeft and 
compleat, more beautiful and glorious, and 
more lafting ; and that there was no pro- 
portion between the one and the other. 
Neither did he ceafe to profecute this 
Search, till he had run through all the At- 
tributes of Perfeftion, and found that they 
were all in this Agent, and all flowM from 
him ; and that he was moft worthy to have 
ttem all afcrib'd to him, above all the Crea- 
tures which were defcrib'd by them. 

§. 60. In like manner he enquired into 
all the Attributes of Imperfeftion, and per- 
ceiv'd that the Maker of the World was 

free 
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free from them all : And how was if poflibl^ 
for him to be otherwife, fince the Notion 
of ImferfeHion is nothing but mere Pri'Vd^ 
tion^ or what depends upon it ? And how 
can he any way partake of Privstiom^ who 
is very EJfence^ and cannot but exift ; who 
gives Being to every thing that' exifts^ 
and befides whom there is no Exiftence ? 
But H E is the Being, H E is the Abfolute- 
nefs, HE the Beauty, HE the Glory, HE 
the Power, H E the Knowledge, \ HE is 
HE J and befides Him all things are fuije^ to 
ferijhing. 

§. 6i. Thus far his Knowledge had 
1)rought him towards the end of the fifth 
Septenary from his Birth , viz. when he 
was 3 5 Years old. And the Coniideration 
of this Supream Agent was then fo rooted 
in his Heart , that it diverted him from 
thinking upon any thing elfe: and he fa 
far forgot the Confideration of the Crea* 
tures, and the Enquiring into their Na-t 
tures , that as foon as e*er he caft his Eyes 
upon any thing of what kind foever , he 
immediately perceivM in it the f ootfteps of 
this Agent ; and in an inftant his Thoughts 
were taken off from the Creature, anc| 
and transferrM to the Creator. So that he 
was inflamM with the defire of him, and 
his Heart was altogether withdrawn from 



mtmmmm 



t Alcoran, Cbap, Atk^fte. 

think' 



J4ai Ebn Yokdhan* 9 ; 

thinking Upon this inferior World, which 
contains the Objefts of Senfe, and wholly 
taken up with the Contemplation of the 
npper^ IntelleSual World. 

§. 62. Having now attained to the Know- 
Ifedge of this Supream Being, of Permanent 
Exiftence , which has no Caufe of his own 
Exiftence, but is the Caufe why all things 
elle exift ; he was defirous to know by 
what Means he had attained this Know- 
ledge, and by which of his Faculties he had 
apprehended this Being. And firft he ex- 
amin'd aUhi5Senfes,i//;t;. his Hearing, Sight, 
Smelling, Tafting and Feeling, and per- 
ceivM that all thefe apprehended nothing 
but Body, or what was in Body. ' For the 
Hearing apprehended nothing but Sounds, 
and thefe came from the Undulation of the 
Air, when Bodies are ftruck one againft 
another. The Sight, apprehends Colours, 
The Smelling, Odours. The Tafte, Savours. 
And the Touch , the Temperatures and 
Difpofitions of Bodies , fuch as Hardnefs 
Softnefs , Roughnefs and Smoothnefs* 
Nor does the Imagination apprehend any 
thing, but as it has Length, Breadth and 
Thicknefs. Now all thefe things which arc 
thus apprehended , are the Adjun£l:s of 
Bodies; nor can tiiefe Senfes apprehend 
any thing elfe , becaufe they are Faculties 
'diffus'd through Bodies, and divided ac- 
cording to the divifion of Bodies, and for 

that 



p4 The Hijlory of 

that reaibn cannot apprehend any thing 
clfe but divifible Body. For. fince this 
Faculty is diffusM through the vifible 
Body, 'tis impoflible, but that when it 
apprehends any thing whatfocver, that 
thing fo apprehended , muft be divided as 
the Faculty is divided. For which Reaibn, 
no Faculty which is feated in Body, can 
apprehend any thing but what is Body, or 
in it. Now we have already demonftra- 
ted, that this neceflarily Exiitent Being is 
free in every refpeft from all Properties of 
Body ; and consequently not to be appre- 
hended, but by fomething which is neither 
Body, nor any Faculty inherent in Body, nor 
has any manner of dependance upon it, nor 
is either within it, or without it, nor joined 
to it, nor feparated from it. From whence 
it appeared to him, that he had apprehended 
this Being by that which was 'his Effence, 
and gainM a certain Knowledge of him. 
And from hence he concluded , that this 
EfTence was Incorporeal, and free from all 
the Properties of Body. And thit all his 
External Part which he faw, was not in 
reality his EfTence ; by that his true Eifence 
was ThAt , by which he apprehended that 
Abfolute Being of necefTary Exiftence. 
- §.63. Having thus learn'd, that this 
EfTence was not that Corporeal Mafs 
w^lich he perceived with his Senfes , and 
was cloath'd with his Skin, he began to 

enter- 
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] entertain m^n Thoughts of his Body, and 
s iet Mmfelf tO' contemplate that Noble 
i Being, by which he had reached the Know- 
: ledge of that Superexcellent, and Neceffa- 
rily exiftent Being ; and began to confider 
with himfelf, by means of that Noble 
Eflence of his, whether this Noble Eflence 
of his could poffibly be diflblv'd , or dye, 
or be annihilated j or whether it were of 
perpetual duration. Now he knew that 
Corruption and Diflblution were Properties 
of Body, and confifted in the putting off 
one Form, and putting on another. As for 
Inftance : when Water is chang'd into Air, 
and Air into Water j or when Plants are 
turn'd into Earth or Aflies, and Earth again 
into Plants ; ( for this is the true Notion of 
Corruption. ) But an Incorporeal Being, 
which has no dependance upon Body, but 
is altogether free from the Accidents pro- 
per to Body , cannot be fuppos d to be 
liable to Corruption. 

§.64. Having thus fecur'd himfelf in 
this Belief, that his Real Effence could not 
be diflblv'd, he had a mind to know what 
Condition it ihould be in , when he had 
laid afide the Body, and was feparated 
from it ; which w perfuaded himfelf 
would not be, till the Body ceasM to con- • 
tinue a fit Inftrumcnt for its ufe. Therefore 
he confider'd all his Apprehenfive Facul- 
im^ aod pcrceivM that every one of them 
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did Ibmetlmes apprehend Potentially ^ And 
^ fbmetinies AStuauy ; as the Eye wheri it is 
fhut, or tum'd away from the ObjeQ:, fees 
TotentiaUy. (For the meaning of appre- 
hending PotentUlly is, when it does not ap- 
prehend ni^y yet can do it for the time to^ 
come. ) And when the Eye is open, and 
tiirnM toward the Obje£i, it fees Actually 
(for that is calPd Actual, which is prefent,)* 
and fo every one of thefe Faculties is fomc 
times in Power , and fometimes in ACi : 
And if any of them did never aflrually 
apprehend its Proper ObjeQ, fo long as it 
remains in Power, it has no defire to any 
Particular Objeft ; becaufe it knows no- 
thing of any, (as a Man that is born blind.> 
But if it did ever aQ:ual]y Apprehend, and 
then be reduc'd to the Power only : fo' 
long as it remains in that condition, it will 
defire to apprehend in Ad ; becaufe it has 
been acquainted with the Object, and is 
intent upon it , and linge^f-s after it ; as a 
Man who could once fee, and after is 
blind , continually defires Vifible Objeds : 
And according as die Objeft which he has 
feen , is moi*e perfect , and glorious , and 
beautiful, his Defire towards it is ptopor- 
A tionably increased , and his Grief for the 
Lofs otit fo much the greater. Hence itii 
that the Grief of him who is deprivM^f 
that Sight he once had, is greater than his 
who is deprived of Smelling : becaufe the 

Ob^ 
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Obje&s of Sight are more petfefl and 
beautiful than thofe of Smelling. And if 
there be any thing of boUiidlefs Per- 
fcftion , infinite Beauty , Glory and 
Splendor , that is above all Splendor and 
Beauty ; fo that there is no Perfcftion, 
Beauty, Brightnefs, or Comlinefs , but 
flows from it. Then certainly he that 
lliaill be deprived of the Sight and Know- 
ledge of that Thing, after he has once 
been acquainted with it , muft necef- 
farily, fo long as he continues in that 
St^te, fuffer inexpreffible Anguifh ; as oil 
the contrary , he that continually lias it 
prefent to him , muft needs enjoy uninter- 
rupted Delight, perpetual Felicity, and in- 
finite Joy and Glacfnefs. 

§. 6 5. Now k had been already made 
•^ain to him, that all the Attributes of Per- 
iedion belong^ to that Being which did ne- 
ccflariy felf-cxift, and that he was far from 
all manner of Imperfoaion.He was certaifi 
^ithal,that the Faculty by which he attaitfd 
to the Apprehenfidn of this Being, was not 
like to Bodies, nor fubjed to Corruption, ais 
they are. And ftonljience it appear'd to him, 
that wbofbever had fuch an Eifence as was 
capable of apprehending this Noble Behg^ 
muft, wheft he^put off the Body at the time 
of his Death, have been formerly, during 
his Converfation in the Body, firft, either 
one who was not aequainced with thi$ 

G nc^ 



pS The Hiftor^ of 

neceffarily fclf-exiftent Eflence, nor ever wii 
join'd to him,nor ever heardany thing of him; 
and fo would, at the feparating \yith the Bo- 
dy, never to be joinM to him^ nor to be con- 
cernM at the want of him. Becaufe all thcf 
Corporeal Faculties ceafe when the Body 
dies, nor do they any longer defire or linger 
after their proper Objefts ; , nor are in any 
trouble or pain for their abfence ; ( which is 
the Condition of all Brutes, of what fhape {q^ 
ever they are.) Or elfe,fccondIy,fuch an one, 
• who while he continu'd in the Body,did con- 
verfe with this Being; and had a fenfeof his 
Perfe£lion,Greatnefs,Dominion,and Power ; 
but afterwards declin'd from him, dnd fol- 
lowed his vicious Inclinations, till at length 
Death overtook him whilft in this State ; he 
Ihall be depriv'd of that Vifion^ and yet be 
afflifted with the Defire of Enjoying it,and & 
remain in lafting Punijfhment and inexjpref- 
llble Torture ; whether he be to be deliver'd 
from his Mifery after a long time, and enjoy 
that Vifion which he fo earneftly defires ; of, 
cverlaftingly to abide in the fameTornaients, 
according as he was fitted and difpos'd for 
either of thefe two,during his continuance in 
the Body. Or laftly, were fuch an one, who 
convers'd with this neceffarily felf-cxiftent 
Being,and applyVl himfelf to it,wlth tlie ut- 
moft of his Ability, and has all hisThoughfS 
continually intent upon his Glory, Beauty, 
and Splendor,and never turns fromhim, nor 

for* 
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Ibriakes him, till Death feizes him ih the 
Acl of Contemplation and Intuition rSiicH 
a Man as this fhall,when feparated from Bo- 
dy, remain in everlafting Pleafure^and De- 
Iight,and Joy and Gladnefs,by reafon of the 
uninterrupted Vifion of that felf-exiftent 
Being, and its intire freedom from all Im- 
purity and Mi){tu^e ; and becaufe all thofe 
Senfible Things fhall . be remov'd from 
himj which are the proper Objeds of the 
Corpdreal Faculties ,and>^hich, ih regard 
of his prefent State , are no better thaii 
Torments, Evils and Hinderarfces. , 

§. 66, Being thus fatisfied, that the Per- 
fe^ion and Happinefs of his own Being con- 
ned in the aftually beholding that necef^ 
farily fetf-exiftent Being perpetually, fo a^ 
not to be diverted from it fo much as the 
twinkling of an Eye,^ that D6ath might find 
him aftually 6mployM in that Vifioji, and 
ib his Plealur6 migtit be continue , With- 
out being interrupted by any Pain; (Which 
jib-JoMsd a Doadr, and Imdum , of the 
Sea of the SufhUns^ alluded to ; when at the 
point of Death, he laid to his Friends about 
hinl , Thi6 is the Time when Men otighp t4 
Glorify GOD; and be infiant in their PraJ^ 
efSy) he began to corifider with himfelf, by 
what Means this Vifion might aftually be 
continuM , without Interruption. So lie 
was very intent for a time upon that Being • 
bathe could not ftay there Iqng , befQfe 

Q 2 foiae 
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fome fenfible ObjeQ: or other would preifeiiC 
it felf, either the Voice of fome wild Bcaft 
would reach his Ears , or fome Phantaly 
a{fe£led his Imagination ; or he was toucli'<i 
with fome Pain in fome Part or other ; or 
he was hungry, or dry, or too cold, or too 
hot, or was forc'd to rife to eafe Nature* 
So that his Contemplation was interrupted^ 
and heremovM from that State of Mind t 
And then he could not, without a great 
deal of difficulty, recover himfclf to that 
State he was in before ; and he was atfraid 
that Death ihould overtake him at fuch 9, 
Time as his Thoughts were diverted from 
the Vifion , and fo fhould fall into evei?- 
lafting Mifery , and the Pain of Sepam- 
tion. 

§. 6 J. This put him into a great deal o€ 
Anxiety, an,d when he could find no Re-^ 
medy, he began to confider all die fevers! 
Sorts of Anima^ls , and obfi^ve llieu: 
Aftions, and what they were emj^y'<J 
about ; in hopes of finding fomo of them 
that might poffibly. have a Notioo of 
this Being , and endeavour after Iwni; 
that fo he might learn of them M^hich way 
to be fav'd. But he was altogether dit 
appointed in his Search ; for he found chftC 
they were all wholly taken up in getting 
their Provifion, and fatisfying tjbejr Defired 
of Eating , and Drinking , ^fid Copidi-^ 
tion , and chufing the fliady pla^e^ in hfijt: 

Wea- 
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Weather, and the funny ones in cpld : And 
that all their life-time, both day and night, 
tin they died, was fpent after this manner, 
without any variation , or minding any 
thing elfe at any time. From whence it 
aJjpearM to him, that they knew nothing of 
this Being , nor hadanydefire towards ity 
not became acquainted with it by any 
Means whatfoever ; and that they ail went 
into a State of Privation , or ibmething 
Very near a-kin to it. Having pafs'd this 
Judgment upon the Animals, he knew that 
it was tfiiich more reafonable to conclude 
fo of Vegetables , which had but few of 
thofe Apprehenfions which the Animals 
Iritd ; and if that whofe Apprehenfion was 
ftiore perfefl: did not attain to this Know- 
ledge, much lefs could it be expeded from 
Aat whole Apprehenfion-^ was lefs perfeQ:; 
efeecially when he faw that all the Actions 
of Plants reachM no farther than Nutrition 
and Generation. 

§. 6S. He next confider'd the Stars and * 
Spheres, and faw, that thejr had all regular 
Motions, and went round in a due Order; 
and that they were pellucid and fhining, 
and remote from any approach to Change ' 
or Diflblution : which made him have a 
ftrong fiilpicion, that they had Effences di- 
ftin^ from theirUewf/e^, which were acquaint- 
ed with this neceffayily felf-exifient tffence. 

AxtA that thefe underftanding EfTenceSjWere 

G 5 . like 
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like his underftanding Effence. And why 
might it not be fuppos'd that they might 
have incorporeal ElTences^ when he him- 
fclf had, notwithftanding his Weaknefs 
and cxtream want of fenfible Things ? 
That he confifted of a corruptible Body^i 
and yet neverthelefs, all thefe Defeats did 
hot hinder him from having an incorpo- 
real incorruptible Eflence : From whence 
he concluded, that the Celeftial Bodies 
were much more likely to have it; and 
Ke perceived that they had a Knowledge of 
the neceffArilyfelf^e;i^iftentBeing^zr;id did a£lu- 
^11 y behold it at all tinies ; becaufe they 
were not at all incumbred with thofe Hin- 
derances, arifing from the Interyention of 
fenfible Things, whjth debarred him from 
enjoying the Vtfton , without ^nterr^p•? 
tion, 

§. 69. Then he fe|egan to coxifider with 
himfelf, what fhould bethe reafon \Yhy 
he alone, above all the reft of living Crea- 
• tures, fhould be endu'd with fuch an Ef- 
fence, as made hi^m like the Heavenly 
. Bodies. Now he underftood before the 
Is^ature of the Elen^ents, ^nd how one of 
them us'd to be changed into another^ and 
^h4t t|icre was nothing upon the Face of 
the Earth, which always remain'd in the 
fame Form, but that Generation and Cor- 
ruption followM one another perpetually 
in a mutual Succeflion j and that thegreatl 

eft 
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eft part of thefe Bodies were mix'd and 
compounded of contrary Things, and were 
for that reafon the more difpos'd to Diflb- 
lution : And that there could not be found 
among them all, any thing pure and free 
from Mixture, but that fuch Bodies a$ 
came neareft to it, and had ieaft mixture, 
as Gold and Jacinth are of longeft Dura* 
tion, and lefs fiibjeft to Diffolution ; and 
that the Heavenly Bodies were moft Am- 
ple and pure, and for that reafon more 
tree from Diffolution, and not fubjeft to 
a SuccefSon of Forms. And here it ap- 
peared to him, that the real Effence of * 
thofe Bodies, which are in this fublunaiy 
World, confiftcd Lfi fome, of one fimple 
Notion added to Corporeity, as the four 
Elements ; in others of more, as Animals 
and Plants. And that thofe, whole EC* 
fence confifted of the feweft Formsj had 
fe weft Actions, and were farther diftant 
from Life. And that if there were any- 
body to be found, that was deftitute of all 
Form, it was impoiTible that it fhould 
live, but was next to nothing at all ; alfo 
that thofe things which were enduM with 
moft Forms , had the moft Operations, 
andjiad more ready and eafie entrance to 
the State of. life. And if this Form were 
fo difpos'd, that there were no way of fe- 
parating it from the Matter to which it. 
properly belonged , then the Life of it, 

G 4 would 



( 



L» _.*.* 



1 04 The Mftoiy of 

would be mamfeft^ permanent and vtgohp 
rous to the utmoft degree. But on the 
contrary, wbatfoever Body was ahogether 
deftitute bf a Form, was^An, Matter with^ 
out Life, and near a-kin to nothing. Aad 
that the four Elements lubfifted with oae 
tingle Form only, and are of the firft Rank 
of Beings . in the fublunary >y orld, out of 
which, other things enau'd with more 
Forms are compounded : And that the 
Life of thefe Elements is vecy weak, both 
hecauie they have no variety of Motion, 
but ahvays tend the fame way ; and be* 
cau& every one of them ha,s an AdveofarjR 
>\hich maiufeftly omxxfes theTeadenqr of 
its Niature^ and enwavoura to deprive it 
oB its Form ; andi tl^erefore its Eflence ia 
of ibort Contiouance, and its Life wrak : 
But thit Plants had a fbonger Life, aad 
Animats. a Life noiore manifef): than. th»< 
Plants. The reafiin of which is, becaufe 
that whenever it happenfd^ that in. any of 
thefe compound Bodies, dte* Natm-Q of 
one Element prevaiPd^, that predomi- 
nant Element would o»efK:ogK. the* Na« 
cures of the reft , and deiiroy their 
Power; fo that the compounded Body wouldi 
be of the fame Nature with that poevaiU 
ing Element, and confequently partake but 
of a fmall Portion, of Lite, becaufe theEle*. 
ment it felf does^fo. 

§. 70. On 
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% 70. On the contrary, if there were t« 

ay Of thefe compdunded Bodies, in which 

tiiG Nature of one Element did not prevail 

over the reft, but they were aU equally 

mix\l, and a match one foi;* the other ; 

then oneof them would not abate the Force 

of the other, any more than its own Forcei 

is abated by it, but they would workiipon 

one another with equal Power, and the 

Operation of any one of them would noc 

be more ccmfpicuous than that of the reft ; 

and tjiis Body would be far from being 

like to any one of the Elements, but wouid 

be 9S if it had nothing iMfrarj to its Form^ 

and confeq^ntly the more di^s?d for 

JkAh ; and the greater tlMs Equality of Teen* 

perature wast, and by how much the more 

^arfe6)t, and further diftant Jrom iacHning 

oneway oil other, by fb much the fartbee 

k is dimnfi fh>m having any contrary to i^ 

and its Life is the more peried:. Now finee 

j^at Animal Spirit which is feated in the 

Heart is of a raoft exa£l: Temperature,, as 

being finer than Earths and fVat^ty^ and 

^mv than Fire and Jir^ it Ites the Na» 

tuw of a Mean between them all, and 

ami which has na maniieft Oppofition to 

any of the Blenwnts, and by this means is 

fitted, to become that Form which confti^* 

tutes an Animal. And he h.w that it 

foUowM from hence, tliat thole Ammal 

Sfirits. which were of the moft even Tent* 

perature, 
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^ pcramrc, were the beft difposM for the 
moft perfeft Life in this World, of Gene-? 
ration and Corruption, and that this Spi- 
rit was very near having no oppofite ta 
its Forms, and did in this refpeft refem- 
Jjle the Heavenly Bodies which have na 
dppofitc to their Forms ; and was therefore 
the Spirit of the Animal, becaufe it was 3. 
Mean between all the Elements, and had 
no abfolute Tendency, either upwards or 
downwards ; but that, if it were poflible 
it (hould be plac'd in the middle Spa^ce,^ 
between the Center and the higheft Bounds 
of the Region of Fire, and not be dcftroy'd, 
it would continue in the fame place, and 
move neither upwards nor downwards j 
but if it fhould be locally movd, it would 
move in a round, as the Heavenly jBodies . 
do, and if it mov'd in its place, it would 
be round its own Center, and that it was 
impoffible for it to be of any other Figurp 
but Spherical, and for that reafon it is 
very much like to the Heavenly Bodies* 

§.71. And when he had confider'd the 
Properties of Aninjals, and could not fee 
any one among them, concerning which 
he could in the leaft fufped that it had 
any Knowledge of this neceffarilyfelf^exiftenP 
Being ; hut he knew that his own Effence 
had the Knowledge of it: He concluded 
from hence that he was an Animal, en- 
duM with a Spirit of ajti equal Tempera- 

ture. 
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tare, as all the Heavenly Bodies are, and 
that he was of a diftinft Species from the 
reft of Animals, and that he was created 
for another end, and defign'd for fomething 
greater than what they were capable ofl 
And this was enough to fatisfie him of the 
Nobility of his Nature ; namely, that his 
viler Part, i. e. the Corporeal, was moft 
lil^e of all' to the Heavenly Subftances, 
whi^ are without this World of Genera- 
tioii and Corruption, and free from all ac* 
cidents that caufe any X)efe£fc, Change or 
Alteration : And that his noble Fkrt, "i^iz^. 
that by which he attainM the Knowledge 
of the neceffarily felf-e^ifient Being^'wzs fome- 
thing Heroical and Divine, not fubjeft to 
Change or Diflblution, nor capable of be- 
ing defcrib'd by any of the Properties or 
Attributes of Bodies : Not to beapprehend* 
ed by any of the Senfes, or by the Imagi* 
nation ; nor to be known by the means of 
any other Inftrument but it (elf alone, and 
^hat it attains the Knowledge of it felf by 
it felf, and was at once the Knower, the 
Kno\yledge, and the Thing known, the 
faculty and the Ob)e£t, Neither was 
• there ^^ny difference between any of thefe, 
becaufe Diverfity and Separafion are. Pro- 
perties and Adjunfls of Bodies; hut Body 
was no way concerned here, aor any Pro- 
perty 9? Adjund o( Bddy^ 

• ^.73. Ha- 
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§• j2. Having appreheiided the manner 
by which the Ixing like the Heavenly Bch 
dies, was peculiar to him above all other 
kinds of Animals whatever; he perceivM 
that it was a Duty necdTariiy incumbent 
upon him to refemble them, and imitate 
their Anions, and endeavour to the utsnoft 
to become like them : He p^ceiv^d affo 
that in refpeft of hi* nobler Part, by wbicil 
he had attained the Knowledge of that m^ 
itffahlyfelfexifientBeing^h&i^^^ ifl ibm^mea^ 

fure refemble it, becaufe he wa$ feparated 
from the Attributes af Bodies, is& the ^/^ 
ieffarilj felf extern Beff^g isftparated frdfti 
'them.He ^w alfe that it was hisDaty ta cam 
deavotir to make himfellAykfter of thePro- 
perties of that Being by all pofible means^ 
and put on hiis Qualitiies^ atid ifttfitate his 
A£bk»s, and labour in the eSoing IkiA WAt^ 

axKt relign himfelf whp&y ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 
unit to bis Difpenfatioiis heartiiy and ui^ 
feignedly, fo^ as t<!^ rejoiee^ in hine^ tW 
he ikmld lay AM£)!ions upon Ms J^yf 
and hurt, or totally dfeftroy it. 

^. 7j. Be aife perceived tihat he refem^*^^ 
bl^ the Beafts in his viler part, which 
b^ong'd to this GemrM'e and Ca^rup^bk • 
Worlds "vm. chis dark, grofs Body, wMchf 
foUicittd . him with the Defire of Variety of 
fenfible ObjeSs, and excited him* to eat- 
ing, drinking, and Copttlation ; and he 
knew that his Body was not created and 

joined 
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joui'd to him in vain^ but that he was 
obtigM.to preferve it and tak^ care of it, 
wluch he 4w could not be done without 
fome of thofe Anions which are common 
to the reft of the Animals. Thus it was 
plain to lum, that there were three forts 
of Anions which he was obtigM to, viz. 
I. Either thofe by which he rdfembled the 
Irrational Animals. Or^ 2. Thofe by 
which he refembled the Heavenly Bodies. 
Or, ^. Thofe by which he refemblra the m« 
eeffarifyjelf-exifiemt Being .- And that he was 
0D4igM tothe/r/y as having a grofsBody, 
coniifting of feveral Parts, and diffi^rent 
Faculties, and variety of Motions. To 
the fi€oM^ as having an Animal Spirit^ 
which Ind its Seat in the Hearty and was 
the firft beginning of the Body and all its 
Faculties. To the third^ as he was what 
be was,, vi^ as he was that Being, by 
which«ha ^enewthe mceffdrilj felf^exiJleM 
Bei^g. And he was very well aflur'd bctore, 
that his Hanpineis and Freedom from Mi* 
fcry, confifted in the perpetual Vifion of 
that neceffmly f^lf-exijhnt B«isi^,without be- 
ing avorted from it fo much as the twink- 
linpofanEye 

^ 74. Then he weighM with himfelf, by 
what means a Continuation of this Viiion 
might be attained, and the Refult of his 
Coosemplation was this, vuc. That he was 
obliged to keep himfelf confhntly e^cercisM 

in 
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in thefe three kinds of Reiemblahde. Nob 
that the firft of them did anv way contri- 
bute to the helping hith to tne Vifion (^but 
was rather an Impediment and Hindrance, 
becaufe it, was concerned only in ien- 
fible Obje£)fSy which are all of them a fort 
of Veil dr Curtain interposM between as 
and it;) but becaufe it was neceflary for 
the Prefcrvation of the Animal Spirit , 
whereby the fecond Refemblance, which 
he had with the Heavenly Bodies was ac* 
euir'd, and was for this reafon neceflary ,* 
tnough incumbred with Hindrances and 
Inconvenienciesi But as to the fecond 
Conformity, he faw indeed that a great 
Ihare of that continued Vifion was attained 
by it, but that it was not without Mix* 
ture ; becaufe, whatfoever contemplates^ 
the Vifion after this manner continually^ 
does, together with it, have regard to, and 
caft a Look upon his ownEffence, as fball 
be fhewn hereafter* But that the third 
Conformity was that by which he obtained 
the pure and entire Vifwn^ fo as to be whol- 
ly taken up M{ith it, without being divert- 
ed frqm it one way or other, by any 
means whatfoever, but being ftill intent up-l • 
on that neceffmlj jelf^xiftent Being ; which 
whofoever enjoys, has no regard to any 
thing elfe, and his own Eifence is altoge- 
ther neglefted, and vaniftiM out of fight,' 
jind become as nothing; and io are all 

pther 
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other Eflences both great and fmall, except 
only the Eflcnce of that One^ True^ Necef^ 
farilj Self' exiftent^ High and Powerful Beings 
i*. 75. Now when he wasaffur'd that 
the utmoft Bound of all his Defires confided 
in this third Conformity, and tliat it was 
not to be attained, without being a long 
time exercisM in th^ fecond ; and that there 
was no continuing fo long as was necefTa* 
ry for that Purpofe, but by means of the 
^; (which, how neceflary foever, he 
knew was an Hindrance in itfelfj and an 
Help only by Accident.) He refolved to 
allow himfelf no more of that firft Confor- 
mity than needs muft, which was only 
juft fo much as would keep the Animal 
Spirit alive. Now, in order to this, he 
found there were two Things neceffary ; 
The former, to help it inwardly, and fup- 
ply the Defeft of that Nourifhment which 
was wafted ; The latter, to preferve it 
from without, againft the Extremities of 
Heat and Cold, Rain and Sun^ hurt-- 
fill Animals, and fuch like; and he 
perceived, that if he fhoijld allow himfelf 
to ufe thefe things, though neceffary, un-j 
advifedly and at Adventure, it might 
chance to expofe him to Excefs, and by 
that means he might do himfelf an Injury 
unawares ; whereupon he con'cluded it the 
fafcft way to fct Bounds to himfelf, which 
he refolvMjiot to pafs j both as to the Kind 

of 
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(^ Meat which he was txi eat, and the 
Ckantity and Quality of it^ and the Times 
^returning to it. 

§• j6. And firft he confiderM the feve* 
ralKinds of thofe things which were fit to 
eat ; and found that there were three 
forts, viz. either fuch Plants as were not 
yet come to their full Growth, nor attain* 
cd to Ferfed:ion, fuch as are feveral forts 
of green Herbs which are fit to eat : Or fe* 
€CMdlyy the Fruits of Trees which were ful- 
ly ripe, and had Seed fit for the Production 
of more of the fame Kind (and fuch were 
the kinds of Fruits that were newly gather- 
eSi and dry ) : Or Ufily^ Living Crea- 
tures^ both Filh and Flefh. Now he knew 
very well, that all thefe things were crea- 
ted by that ntcejfarify ftlf^txifient Btingy in 
approaching to whom m was afiur^d thatt 
his Happinefs did conftfi:, and in defirinj 
to refemble him. Now the eating (^thei 
things mufl needs hinder their attaining tO 
theiiT Perfeflion, and deprive thbm of that 
End for which they were defign'd ;. and this 
woukl be an Oppofition to the working of 
the Supream Agent, and fuch an Oppofi- 
tion would hinder that Nearnefs and Con* 
formity to him, which he ib much defird. 
Upon this he thought it the beft way to 
abftain from eating altogether, if poffibb ; 
but when he faw that this would noc do^ 
aod that fuch an Abflinence tended to the 

Dif- 
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Diflblution of his Body, which was fo^ 
much a greater Oppofition to the Jger^r 
than the former, by how mucH he was of 
a more excellent Nature than chofe things, 
whofe Deftruftion was the Caufe of nis 
Prefervation : Of two Evils he refolved to. 
chufe theleaft, and do* that which contained 
in it the leaft Oppofition to the Creator ; 
and refolved to partake of any of thefe 
forts, if thofe he had moft mind to were 
not at hand , in fuch quantity as he 
fbould conclude upon hereafter; and if it 
fo happenM that he had them all at hand, 
then he would confider with himfelf, and 
chufe that, in the partaking of which 
there would be the leaft Oppofition to the 
Work ofthe Creator : Such as the pulp of 
thofe Fruits which were full ripe, and had 
Seeds in them fit to produce others of the 
like kind, always taking care to preferve 
the Seeds, and neither cut tliem, nor fpoil 
them, nor throw them in fuch places as 
were not fit for Plants to grow in, as fmooth 
Stones, fait Earth, and the like. And if 
fuch pulpy Fruits , as Apples , Pears, 
Plumbs, &c. could not eafily be come at, 
he would then take fuch as had nothing 
in them fit to eat but only the Seed, as 
Almonds and Chefnuts, or fuch green 
Herbs as were young and tender ; always 
obferving this Rule, that let him take of 
which fort he would, he ftiU chofe thofe 

H that 
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that there was grcateft Plenty of, and 
which increafed feftcft^ but fo as to puH 
up nothing by the Roots, nw fpoil the 
Seed : And if none of thefe things could 
be had, he would then take fome !ivin| 
Creature, or eat Eggs; but when he tool 
any Animal, he chofe that fort of which 
there was the greateft Plenty, fo as not 
totafiy to deftroy any Species. 

§. 77. Thefe were the Rules which he 
prefcribM to himfelf, as to the Kinds of 
his Provifion ; as to the Quantity, his Rute 
was to eat no more than juft wnat would 
fatisfie his Hunger ; and as for the time 
of his Meals, he defign'd, when he was 
once fatisfied, not to eat any more t31 he 
found fome Dilability in nimfelf, which 
hindred his Exercife in the fetond Omfor^ 
mity^ (of which we are now going to 
fpeak;) and as for thofe things which ne- 
ceflity required of him towards the Con- 
fcrvation of his Animal Spirit, in regard 
of defending it from external Injuries, he 
was not much troubled about them, for 
he was doathM with Skins, and had a 
Houfe fofficient to fecure him from thole 
Inconveniences from without, which was 
enough for him ; and he thought it fuper- 
fluous to take any further Care abcroi thofe 
things ; and as for his Diet, he obfervM 
thofe R-ules which he had preferrbM to 

him- 
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huAfdfj namely, thofe wfikb we lmV« juft ' 
now fet down* 

§.78. After this lie apply'd jbiim&lf to 
the fccoiid Operation, "viz.. the Imitation 
of the Heavenly Bodies, and exprefling 
their proper Qualities in himfelf ; which 
when he had confider'd, he found to be 
of three forts. Tbe/r/ were fuch as had 
nelation to thofe inferior Bodies, which 
^re placM in this World of Generation 
and Corruption, as Heat, which they im- 
part to thofe of tliteir own Nature^ and 
Cold by accident. Illumination, Rare- 
£)i£tioap and Condenfation, ai^i all thofe 
otbear thif^s by which they influence 
tfcefs ioferior Bodies , whereby they 
aredi^sM for tfae Reoeptian of Spiricuu 
Fofiss from the w^^Jf^rfJ^jfe/ffm/e^f Jgent^ 
Tiktfe^tmd fort of Properties which they 
ba4» w<ere fuch &$ concernM thdr own 
Beings astl^tth^ were dear, bright and 
pure, free from ajl majMier df feculent 
Matter^ a«d whaiiioevei: kinds of Im*^ 
purity i That their jMotion was circular, 
tom» of them moviflg round their own 
Ce^teTi and fosae agi»ifit round the Center 
of oriber Planets. The ^hird kiad of their 
PfOp9rti«gi were fuch a^ had relation to the 
mc^9,nlY felf-eKiftejtit A^nt^ as their con«- 
tini»lif beholding liinj without aay Inter- 
jrupcion, and havi(^ a De&'e towarck.him^ 
bi^ng hufifd in ^ 8eryic& amd ^ mov. 

H 2 . *"g 
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Ing agreeable to his Will, and not other- 
wife, but as he pleafed, and by his Powei*. 
So he began to refemble them in every X)ne 
of thefe three kinds, to the utmoft of his 
Power. 

§. 79. And as for his firft Conformity, 
his Imitation of them conflfted in remov- 
ing all things that were hurtful, either 
from Animals or Plants if they could 
be remov'd : So that if he faw any Plant 
which was deprived of the Benefit of the 
Sun, by the Interpofition of any other Bo- 
dy ; or that its growth was hindred by its 
being twifted with, or ftanding too near 
any other Plant, he would remove that 
which hindred it if poffible, yet fo as not 
to hurt either ; or if it was in danger of 
dying for want of Moifture, he took what 
care he could to water it conftantly. Or 
if he law any Creature purfu'd by any 
wild Beaft, or entangled in a Snare, or 
prick'd with Thorns, or that had gotten 
any thing hurtful fallen into its Eyes or 
Bars, or was hungry or thirfty, he took all 
poilible, care to relieve it. And when he 
faw any Watcr-courfe ftopp*d by any 
Stone, or any thing brought down by the 
Stream, fo that any Plant or Animal was 
hindred of it, he took care to remove it. 
And thus he coiTtinu'd in this /r/ kind , of 
Imitation of the Heavenly Bodies, till he 
hadattainVi it to the very heighth of Per- 
jeaion. v 4. 80. The 
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4. So. The Jecond fort of Imitation con- 
fined in his continually obliging himfelf to 
keep himfelf clean from all manner of 
Dirt and Naftinefs, and wafhing himfelf 
often, keeping his Nails and his Teeth 
clean, and the fccret Parts of his Body, whicb^ 
he ufed to rub fometimes with fweet Herbs 
and Perfume with Odors. He ufed frequently 
to make clean his Cloaths, and perfume 
them, fo that he was all over extreamly 
clean arid fragrant. Befides this, he us'd a 
great many forts of \ Circular Motion, 

t Our Fbifofophers miuth^ the Htsvinfy Bcditi in their 
CircuUr MmvHy W9uld feim imfed extrumfy ridicuUus, buf 
that TPi are t$ c^nfiJer that the Mdhomtuns bdve a fuperfUfi^u 
Cuflom'pf g$ing^levtfdl times round t be (Uve of M^cczh^ nben 
ihff go thither om^l^lgt image ^ and Ink ttfen it as a very nocif" 
fary fart of their Duty, thw our Jutbor having refolved t$ 
bring bis Pbilifspber as far at leafi as was fottible for one irt 
kis Cireumfianoes, in the V^owledge and PraSice of aU tbofo 
things wbifh the Uabometans account necefftrify would not U$ 
him hi ignorant of this Praties of movii^ round; but bat 
brought it under this fecwd fort of Imitation of tJfte Htavtnly 
bodies. Nn» thf> $ur Philoftfher may be excfudfor not going 
ta the Tmple at Meccah, yet jo great ^P^f^ ^^ i^i^ ^f^ i' kf 
the Mahometans^ that Alhofain AlHallagi Bei) Manfour, wof^ 
in tbe ^o9tbrfar of the Hegira UfChrifi 921.) oo^mu'd t$ 
dyo by the Vizier Alhumed, wb^ponouncd Seutence ufonbim^ 
bavingfirfi advis'd with tbe hnaums and Do&orsy for having 
affertedy That in caje a Man bad a Depre to go on Pilgrimage to 
Meccah) aad could not 5 it would be fufficionty if be Jot afart 
any clean Koom of his Houfe for that furfofe^ and went round 
about ity and performed in it at the Jamo timo when the 
Pilgrims are at Mecca^b, the fame things vbicb they do therOf 
and then fed and chatVd 30 Orfbansy and gave to eaeb of 
them jeven pieces of Silver. For' which Heterodox Portion i/e 
received a tboufand Stripes, without fo much as fighing or groan* 
ingy and bad fir/l one Hand cut off^ and $ben both bis feet^ 
and then the other Handy then he was killed and humty and his 
Ajhes thrown into the River Tigr'iSy and bis Headfett^on a 
foU 01 the City of Bagdad. See Abulpharagius* p. 187. 

H J fome- 
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. fbmttimes walking roufld th4 lOaiid , 
Compaffiftg th6 Sliore, and going round 
the utmoft Bounds of it ; fometimcs ^vulk- 
tng or rnmiing a great m^ny timed round 
about his rioufe of fdme Stone, at other 
times turning hirtifelf round fo often that 
he was diz^y. 

§. Si. Hii Imitation of the third {t^tt of 
Attributes , confifted in confining his 
Thoughts to the Contemplation of the 
jteCcffaPily felf-exiftent Being, And in w- 
der to this, he removed all his Affeflions 
from fenfible Things, (hut his By^f 
ftopp'd his Ears, and refrain'd himfelf 
as much a& pofiible from following his 
Imagination, endeavouring to the utmoft 
to think of nbthing befides hkn ; nor to 

. admit together with him any otln^r QkiytOi 
of Contemplation. And he usM to help 
himfelf in this by vtoleatly turning him« 
felf round, in which when ht; was very 
violently exercisM, aU manner of lenfible 
Obje£^s vanifliM out of his fight, and t\» 
Imagination, and all the otner Faculties 
which make any ufe of the Organs of the 
Body grew weak ; and on the other fide, 
the Operations of his EiTence, which de- 
pended not on the Body, grewftrong, fo 
that at foitietimcs his Meditation was pure 
and free from any Mixture,, and he beheld 
by it the tteceflarily felf-exiftent Being : 
j^t then again the Corporeal Faculties 

would 
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would return upon hint, and ipoil his 
C^temi^tiop, and bring him down to 
the lowefl: Degree where he was before. 
Now, when he had any Infirmity upon 
him which interrupted his Defign, he 
took forae kind of Meat, but ftill accor- 
ding to the aforemention'd Rules ; aibd 
tl»n removed again to that State of Imi- 
tation of the Heavenly Bodies, in thefc 
three Refpscls which We have men- 
tion'd ; and thus he continued for fome 
time oppofing his Corporeal Faculties, 
and they oppofing him, and mutually 
ftruggling one againft another, and at 
iitch times as he got the better of them ; 
and his Thoi^ts were free from Mix- 
ture jhecttd apprehend fomething of the 
Condition of thofe,whohave attaiaed to 
the f Wr^^ Refen^blance. 

L 82. Then he began to leek after 
this ^l»rd Affimulacion, and took pams 
in thfr attaining it. And firft he conlt- 
dcr'd the Attributes of the ueteprth 
fekexipMt Being. Now it had appeared 
to him, during the time of his Theore- 
tical Speculation^ before he enter d up» 
on the^radical Part ; that there were 
two Sorts of them, viz. Affirmative, 
as Knowledge, Power and Wifdom,^f, 
and Negative, a» ImmateriaUty ; not 
only fueh as confifted in the not bemg 
J34, but in being ,altogetljer remov d 

H 4 fro«» 
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from any thing that had the leaft Rela- 
tion to Bodjy though at never fo great a 
Diftance. And that this was a Condi- 
tion, not only required in the Negative 
Attributes , but in the Affirmative 
too, viz.. that they'fhould be free from 
all Properties ofBody^ of which, A/«/- 
tiplicity is one. Now the Divine Ei^ 
fence is not niultiphed by thcfe Affir- 
mative Attributes, but all of 'em toge- 
ther are one and the fame thing, viz. 
his real Effence. Then he began to 
confider how he might imitate him in 
both thefe Kinds ; and as for the Affir- 
mative Attributes, when he confider'd 
that they were nothing elfe but his real 
EiTence, and that by no means it could 
be faid of them that they are many (be- 
caufe Multiplicity is a Property of Bo- 
dy) and that the Knowledge of his own 
Effence was. not a Notion fuperadded to 
Iiis Effence , but that his Effence was 
the Knowledge of his Effence ; and fo 
vice verja^ it appeared to him, that if 
lie would know his Being, this Know- 
ledge, by which he knew his Being would 
iiot be a Notion fuperadded to his Being, 
but be the very Being itfelt And he per* 
^eeived that his way to make him felf like 
to him, as to what concerned his Affir* 
rnative Attributes, would be to know 

hica 
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him alone, abftra£led wholly from aH 
Properties of Body. 

§.83. This he appIyM himielf to; 
and as for the Negative Attributes , 
they all conHfted in Separation from Bo* 
dily Things. He began therefore td 
ftrip himletf of all Bodily Properties , 
which he had made fome Progrefs in 
before, during the time of the former 
Exercife, when he was employ'd in the 
Imitation of the Heavenly Bodies ; but 
there ftill remained a great many Re* 
licks, as his Circular Motion (Motion 
being one of the moft proper Attributes 
of Body, and his care of Animals and 
Plants, Compaflion upon them, and In- 
duftry in removing whatever inconve- 
ntanc'd them. Now all thefe things be* 
long to Corporeal Attributes, for he 
could not fee thefe things at firft, but by 
Corporeal Faculties ; and he was ob- 
lig'd to make ufe of the lame Faculties 
in preferving them. Therefore he be- 
jan to rejeft and remove all thofe things 
from himfelf, as being in no wi^ confi- 
dent with that State which he wa^now 
in iearch of. . So he continued, confining 
himielf to reft in the Bottom of his ptve, 
with his Head bow'd down, and his 
Eyes fhut, and turning himfeif altoge^ 
ther from ail fenfible Things and the 
Corporeal Hacuhies, and bending all his 

. _ Thoughts 



Ill The Htflory of 

Thouriits and Meditations upon the ne* 

cejfarify felf^exiftent Beings withow: ad- 
mittii^ a&y thing f^k befides him ; 
and if any other Qki^Qi prefented itfelf 
to his Imagination, he reeded it with 
his utmoft Force ; and exercisM himfelf 
in this, and perfifted in it «o that Dg« 
gree, that fometimes he did neither eat 
norftir for a great many Days together. 
And whtlft h^ was thus eameftly taken 
up in Contemplation , fbrnetimes all 
manner of Beings whatfoever would be 
quite out of his Mind and Hioughts^ 
except his own Being only. 

§• S4. Bnthefbumi that his own Bi> 
ing was not exdudod tiis Thoughts, no 
not at fuch times when he was moft 
deeply immers'd in the Contemplation 

of the jir^^ trui^ neeeffmlj fdf^xifie$a 

Beifig. Which concern'd him yttf moch^ 
for he. kncY that even this was a Mix« 
ture in this fimple Vifton, and the Ad« 
miilion of an extraneous Ob^Q. in that 
Contemplation* Upon which he endea- 
voured to difappear from himfelf,. and 
l>e wholly taken up in the Vifion of that 
true Being'^ till at lafl: he attained it ; and 
then both the Heavens and the Birtfa^ 
and whatfoever is between them, and 
all Spiritual Forms, and Corporeal Fa- 
culties ; and all thofe Powers which ar^ 
feparatc from Matter, and are d^ofeBe. 

ing5 
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ings which know the neceffmly felf-ex', 
Ifiint BgfMgt all difappearM and yanifh'd, 
and were as if they had never been, and 
amoflgft thefe his own Bong difappear'd 
too, afid there rcmain*d nothing but 
this ONE, TRUE, Perpetually Sclf- 
exifl!i^t Being, who fpoke thus in that 
Saying of his (which is not a Notion 
fuperadded to his EiTence.) f To wixm 
mm htktm tht Kjngiom I To this Otte^ 
Mmtghty God, Which Words of his 
Hm EAh TokdkMf underftood, and heard 
his Voice; nor was his bang unac- 
qnainted with Words, and not being 
able to fpeak, any Hindrance at all to 
the underftanding Mm. Wherefore he 
deeply immers'd himfelf intathis State, 
and witnefs'd that which neither Eye 
hath feen, noe Ear heard ; nor hath it 
ever entered into the Heart of Man to 
conceive. 

§. 85. And sow, don't expeQ that I 
{hould give thee a Defcription of that, 
which the Heart of Man cannot con- 
ceive. For if a great many of thofe 
things which we aa conceive are never* 
thelefshard to beexplaia*d, how much 
more difficult muft thoie be wluch can- 
not be conceived by the Heart, nor are 
circumfcrib'd in the limits of that 

t Akitta. 
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.World in which it converfes. Now,' 
when I fay the Heart, I don't mean the 
Subftanceofit^ nor that Spirit which is 
contained in the Cavity of it; but I 
mean by it, the Form of that Spirit 
which is diffused by its Faculties through 
the whole Body of Man, ^Now every 
one of thefe three is fometimescallM the 
Heart, but 'tis impoflfible that this thing 
which I mean fboulJ be comprehended 
by any of thefe three, neither can* wc 
exprefs any tiling by Words, which is 
not firft conceived in the Heart, And 
whofoever asks to have it explained ^ 
asks an Impqflibility ; for 'tis juft as if a 
Man Ihould have a mind to tafte Co- 
lours, quAtenus Colours, and defirc 
that black ihould bttixhtv fweet ov fowre. 
However, I fhall not difmifs you with- 
out fome Limits, whereby I fhall point 
out to you in fome Meafure, what won- 
derful things he faw when^in this Con- 
dition, but all figuratively, and by way 
of Parable; not pretending to give a 
literal Defcription of that, which is im- 
poffible to be know|x, but by coming 
thither. Attend therefore with the Ears 
of thy Heart, and lopk fharply with the 
Eyes of thy Uoderftandjng, upon that 
which I fhall fhew thee ; it may be thou 
may'ltfind fo much in it, as may ferve^ 
to lead thee into the right wgy. . But I 

* mskc 
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make, this Bargain, that thou (halt not ' 
at prefent require any further Explica- 
tion of it by Word of Mouth ; but reft 
tby felf contented with what I fhall 
commit to thefe Papers. For ^tis a 
narrow Field, and 'tis dangerous to at- 
tempt the explaining of that with 
Words, the Nature of which admits no 
Explication. 

§. S6. I fay then, when he had ab- 
ftrafted him felf from hisr^own and all 
other ElTences, and beheld nothing in 
Nature, but only that O^e^ Living mi 
Termanent Being: When he faw what he 
faw, and then afterwards returned to the 
beholding of other Things : Upon his 
coming to himfelf from that State 
(which was like Drunkerinefs) he began 
to think that his own Eflence did not at 
all differ from theEffence of that TR V E 
Being, but that they were both one and 
the fame thing ; and that the thing 
which he had taken before for his own 
Effence, diftinft from that true ElTence,/" 
was in reality nothing at all, and tha^ 
there was nothing in him but this true 
Effence. And that this was like the 
Light of thq Sun, which, when it falls ^ 
upon folid Bodies, fhines there ; and 
though it be attributed, or may feem to 
belong to that Body upon which it ap- 
pears, yet it is nothing d{e in reality, 

but 
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*but the Light of the Sud. And if thsut 1 
Body be remov^i^ its lig^t alio is re-* 
mov'd; but the Lught of the Sun re- 
mains ftill after the iacDe maaAer^ and i$ 
neither increased by the Preience of that 
Body , nor diminifh'd by its Abfence^ 
Now when there happens to be a Body 
which is fitted fof fuch a Reception of 
Lights it receives it ; if fuch a Body be 
abfenty then there is no fuch Reception, 
and it fignifies nothing at all. 

^. 87. He was the more confirmed in 
this Opinion, becaufe it appeared to him 
before, that this TRVE^ Pwerf$U and 
Glorwu$ Beings was not by any^ means 
capable of Multiflicky , and that his 
Knowledge of his Eflence, was his ve* 
rv Eifence, from whence he ar^jed 
thus : 

He that has the Kjmfledgt nf this Ef 
fence ^ has the Effence ipjilf; hut J 
have the Kj^owledge of this Effenet^ 
Ergo, / have the Ejfence itfslf 

Now this EjOTence can be pre&nt 00 
where but with itfelf, and its very Pre^ 
fence is Elfetice, and therefore he coo^ 
eluded that he was that very EiTefLce* 
And to all other Effenccs which were fc^^ 
parate from Matter, which Jiad tfatf 
Knowledge of that true EJJeffce^ though 

before 
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before he hadlooked upon tfaem as mmj^ ^ 
by this way of thinking, appeared to 
him to be only <Mie thing. And this 
miigrounded Conceit of his, had like to 
have firmly rooted itfelf in his Mind, 
unlefs God had pui-fu'd him with his 
Mercy, anddirefied him by his graci- 
ous Guidance; and then he perceived 
that it arpfe from the Rdicks of that 
Obfcurity which is natural to Body, and 
the Dregs of fenfible Obje^s. Becaufe 
that Mi^ch and L/>//f , Vmty and MulH^ 
flicityy CoUeBion and Sepsration^ are all 
of them Properties of Body. But we 
cannot fay of thefe Separate Efiences, 
which know this TRVE%i9ig (whofe 
Name be praisM) that they are many or 
onty becauie they are immaterial. Now, 
Mnltiflkitj is becaufe of the Difference 
of one Being from another, and there 
xzn be no Vnity but by ConjunBioHy and 
none of thefc can be underftood without 
Compound Notions which are mix^d 
wkh Matter. Befides, that the Expli- 
cation of Things in this place is very 
ftrai^t and difficult ; becaufe if you go 
ahout to exprefs what belongs to thefe 
Separate Effences, by way of Multitude, 
or in the Plural^ according to our way 
of Ipeaking, this infinuates a Notion of 
MuitifHcity^ whereas they are far from 
heing mA^ ; and if you fpeak of them by 

way 
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way of Separation, or in the Singular, 
this infinuates a Notion of Vmtjy where- 
as they are for from being offe. 

^. 88. And here methiqksllee one of 
thofc Batts, whofe Eyes the Sun daz* 
zles, moving himfelf in the Chain of his 
Folly, and faying, This Subtilty of jours 
ixceeds all Bounds ^ for you have mthdrawn 
your felffrom the State and Condition of 
under fianding Men^ and indeed thrown a* 
way the Nature of InteBigihle Things, for 
this is a certain Axiom, that a thing mujk 
be either one, or more than one. Soft and 
fair ; let that Gentleman be pleas'd to 
confider with himfelf, and contemplate 
this vile, fenfible World, afjjer the fame 
manner which Hai Ehn Tokdhan did , 
who, when he confider'd i^ one way, 
found fuch a Multiplicitv in it, as was 
incomprehenfible ; and tnen again con* 
fidering it another way, perceivM that 
it was -only one thing ; and thus he 
continuM flu6luating, and could not de- 
termine on one fide more than another. 
Now if it were fo in this fenfible World, 
which is the proper place of Multiflicity 
and Singularity, and the place whpre the 
true Nature of them is underftood, and 
in which are Separation and Vnion^ Di^ 
vifwn into VdLtts, and Diftin£iion, Agree^ 
ment and Difference , what woula he 
think of the Divine World, in, or con* 

cerning 
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cerning which we cannot juftljr fay^, aJl^ 
nor fome^ horexprefs any thing belolig- 
ing to it by fuch Words as our Ears are 
usM to, without infinuating fome No- ^ 

^ tion which is contrary to the Truth of •? 

the thing, which no Man knows but 
he that has feen it ; nor underA:ands, 
hfut he that has attain'd to it. 

§. 89. And as for his faying, That I 
hdve withdrawn my f elf from the State ani 
Condition of underfianding Men , and 
thrown xway the Nature of Intelligible 

Things: I grant it, and leave him to his • 

Underftanding , andihis undcrftanding 
Men he fpeaks of. For that Under- 
ftanding which he, and fuch as he, mean, 
is nothing clfe but that Rational Faculty 
which examines the Individuals of Sen- 
fiblc Things, and from thence gets an 
Univerfal Notion; and thofe under- 
ftanding Men he means, are thofe which 
make ufe of this fort of Separation. But 
that kind, which we are nctw fpeaking of, 
is above all this ; and therefore let every 
one that knows nothing but Senfible 
Things and their Univerfals, fliut his 
Ears, and pack away to his Comjpany, 
whpkno^the outfide of the Things of 
this World, but take no care of the next. 
But if thou art one of them to whom 
thefe Limits and Signs by which we 

I dc- 
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•defcribc the Divine World are fuffi- 
cient, and 4 doft not put that Senfe up- 
on my Words in which they arc com* 
monly usM, I (ball give thee fonie far- 

•'•i ther Account of what Hai Ebn TokdhAn 

faw, when he was in the State of thofe 
who have attained to the Trutn , of 
which we have made Mention before, 
and it is thus ; 

§. 90. After he was wholly imihers'd 
in the Speculation of thefe things, and 
perfeftly abftraded from all other Ob- 
jefts, and in the ncareft * Approach ; 
lie faw in the higheft Sphere, beyond 
which there is no Boijfy a Being free 
from Matter, which was not the Being 
of that ONE, TRVE .ONE^ nor the 
Sphere itfelf, nor yet any thing different 
from them both; but was like the 

^ Image of the Sun which appears in a 

well-polifhM Looking-glafs , which is 
neither the Sun nor the Looking-glafs, 
and yet not diftinO: from them. And 
he faw in the EfTence of that feparate 
Sphere, fuch Perfedion, Splendor and 
Beauty, as is too great to be exprefs'd 
by any Tongue, and too fubtil to be 

t Becaufe Words ^borrowed from and us*d about fenfibh 
and material Things ^ would lead Men into Mifialces, when 
ut*d to explain things Spiritual, if they be ta^en in a lite* 
ral Senfe. See§. 8y. 

f The Author meansy the nearefl Approach to God. 
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cIoathM in Words ; arid he perceiv'd . 
that it was in the utmoft Perfedion of 
Delight and Joy, Exultation and Glad- 
nefs, by reafon of its beholding that 
T RV E EfTence, whofe Glory be ex- ^ 

alted,^ ^ 

§. 91, He faw alfo that the next 
Sphere to it, which is that of the Fixed 
Stars, had an immaterial Eflcnce, 
which was not the EjQTence of that 
TRVE ONE, nor the Eflcnce of that 
higheft , feparated Sphere , nor the 
Sphere itfelf, and yet not different from 
thefe ; but is Hke the Image of the Sua 
which is reflefted upon a Looking^ glafs, 
from another Glafs plac'd oppofite to 
the Sun ; and he obfervM in this Ef- 
fence alfo the like Splendor, Beauty, 
Lovelinefs and Pleafure, which he had 
obferv'd in the Effence of the other 
higheft Sphere, He faw likewife* that 
the next Sphere, which is the Sphere of 
SAturn , had an immaterial Eflence , 
which was ;ione of thofe Effences he had 
{t^n before, nor yet different from them j 
but was like the Image of the Sun, 
which appears in a Glafs , upon which 
it is refletbed from a Glafs which re- 
ceived that Refle&ion from andther 
Glafs placM oppofite to the Sun. And 
he faw in this Effence too, the fame 
Splendor and Delight which he had ob, 

I 2 ferv'd 
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ferv'd in the- former. And fo in all the 
' Spheres he oblervM diftinft, immaterial 
Eflcnces, every one of which was not 
any of thofe whi(:h went before it, nor 
yet different from them ; but was like 
the Image of the Sun refleded from one 
Glafsto another, according tothe?Order 
of the Spheres. And he faw in every 
one of thefe Eflences, fuch Beauty^ 
Splendor, Pleafure and Joy, as Eye hath 
not fcen, nor Ear heard, nor hath it en- 
tered into the Heart of Man to conceive ; 
and fo downwards, till he came to the 
lower World, fubjeO: to Generation and 
Corruption, which comprehends all that 
which is contained within the Sphere of 
the Moon» 

§. 92. Which he perceivM had an im- 
material Eflence, as well as the reft ; 
not the fame with any of thofe which he 
hadfeen before, nor different from them; 
and that this Effence had feventy thou- 
fand Faces , and every Face . feventy 
thoufand Mouths, and evcry^ Mouth fe-' 
venty thoufand Tongues, with which it 
praifed , fandified and glorified incef* 
iantly the Effence of that OiVE, TRVE 
BEING. And he faw that this Ef- 
fence (which he had fupposM to be ma- 
ny, tho' it ^snot) had the fame Per- 
fcaion and Pkafure, which he had feen 
in the other j and that this Effence was 

like 
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like the Image of the Sun, which ap;* 
pears in fluduating Water, which has 
that Image reflefted upon it from the 
laft and lower moft of thofe GlajflTes, to 
which the Refleftion came, according 
to the forementionM Order, from the 
firft Glafs which was fet oppofitc to the 
Sun. Then he perceivM that he him- 
felf had a feparate EffeAce, which one 
might call a part of that EfTence which 
had feventy thoufand Faces, if that Efi 
fence had been capable of Divifion ; and 
if that Effence had not been created in 
time , one might fay it was the very 
iame ^ and had it not been joinM to the 
Body {b foon as it was created , wc 
ihould have thought that it had not been 
created. And in this Order he faw other 
EiTences alio, like his own which had 
neceflarily been heretofore, then were 
diffolvM, and afterwards necefTarily ex-p 
ifted together with himfelf ; and that 
they were fo many as could not be nvim-?^ 
ber'd, if we might call thena ma^ ; or 
that they were all one, if w? might caU 
them 0»e' And he perceiv • d both in his 
own EfTence, and in thoft; other EfTen- 
ces which wer? in the fame Rank with 
him, infinite Beai^ty, Brightnefs and 
Pleafure, fueh as neither Eye hath feen, 
nor Ear heard, no^ badi it enterM into 
(he Heart of Man j and which none can 

I } de^ 
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defcribe nor underftand, but thofe 
which Have attainM to it, and experi- 
mentally know it. 

§. 95. Then he faw a great many o- 

ther immaterial f Eflences^ which re- 

fembled rufty Looking-glafles, cover'd 

over with Filth, and befides, turnM 

their Backs upon, and had their Faces 

averted from •thofe polifh'd Looking- 

glaffes that had the Image of the Sun 

imprinted upon them ; and he faw that 

thefe Effeflces had fo much Fiithinefs 

adhering to them, and fuch manifold 

Defefts as he could not have conceived. 

And he faw that thiey were affliOied with 

infinite Pains, which caufed inceflant 

Sighs and Groans ; and that they were 

compafsM about with Torments, as 

thofe who lie in a Bed are with Cur- 

ta ns ; and that they were IcorchM with 

the fiery Veil ofSeparation^. But after a 

• 

t As tbe Author bis in the three fmgQtng SeShns it" 
fcrib'd the Condition of thofe glorified Spirits^ who contu 
nudUy enjoy the . Bextifak, Vifion -, fo in this de Jeferibes 
the miferable State of tbofe Vfbo are deprived of it, u e. tbe 
Damn J, ^ 

* I have omitted tbe foUcwing Pajfage^ becaufe I couli 
not veil tell bow to mal^e it inteUigible ^ the meaning of 
it in grofs^ is ^U to exprefs tbe miferable Condition^ aid 
hitrible Confupin (ff tbofe Spirits which are feparated from 
the VifionotCod. However^ I fiall fet it down in La- 
tin out of Mr, PocockV Tranflation. Et (ems dirdndi 
inter repellenduni*& attrahendums vidit etiam hie 
alias EfTent^Sy ptxtet iilaS) qua? cruciabantur, qux 
Itpparebant & delnde eyanefcebant, & connexa? erant & 

very 
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^«ry litrie while his Senfes return'd to • 
hitn again, and he came to himfeif ouc 
of this State, as out of an Extafie ; and 
his Foot Aiding out of this place, he came 
within fight of this fenfible World, and 
loft the light ol the Divine World, for 
trhere is no joining them both together 
in the fame State, For this World in 
which we live^ and that other are like twa 
Wives belonging to the fame Husband ; if 
jou pleafe one^ you diffleafe the other. 

§. 94. Now, if you fhouldi objed, 
diat it appears from what I have faid 
concerning this Vifion, that thefe fepa- 
rated Effences, if they chance to be ia 
Bodies of perpetual Duration, as the 
Heavenly Bodies are, fhall alfo remain 
perpetually, but if they be in a Body 
which is liable to Corruption (fuch an 
one as belongs to us reafonable Crea- 
tures) that then they muft perifh too, 
and vanifh away, as appears from the 
Similitude of the Looking-gla0es which 
I have usM to explain it ; becaufe the 
Image there has no Duration of it felf, 
but what depends upon the Duration 

turn diflblvebancur ; & hie it cohibuit illafqae bene 
perp6ndir> 6c vidic ingeates terrores, & negotia magna, 
i^ curbam occiipatam, &c operationem, cfiicaccm, & 
cpmplanationem, & iriflationein, & produftionem, & 
dtftruaionem. Tbe piriiculars tf this Fajfsge, muU he 
M expidind bj the CmmtntHttrs ufon tjjt Al<(rao^ vhhb 
ihvt no Of^mur^tj fiif m[ulm£j 
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-of the Looking-glafs ; and if you break 
the Glafs, the Image is moft certainly 
deftroyM and vanilhes. In anfwer to 
this I muft tell you, that you have 
foon forgot the Bargain I made with 
you. For did not I tell yoii before that 
it was a narrow Field, and that we had 
but little room for Explication; and 
that Words howevet* usM, would moft 
certainly occafion Men to think othet- 
wife of the thing than really it "was? 
Now that which has ipade you imagine 
this, is, becaufe you thought that the 
Similitude muft anfwer the thing re- 
prefented in every ^refpeft. But that 
will not hold in any common Difcourfe ; 
how much lefs in this, where the Sun 
and its Light, and its tmage^ and the 
Reprefentation of it, and the Glaffes, 
and the Form*^ which appear in thepi, 
, are all of them things which ^vt infe- 
parable from Body, and which cannot 
fubfiftbutby it and in it j and therefore 
the very Eflences of them depend up^ 
on Body, and they perifh together 
with it. 

§♦ 95. 5ut as for the Divine Effence? 
and Heroick Spirits , they are all free 
from Body and all its Adherents, an4 
MmovM from them at the utmoft di- 
ftance, nor have they any Connexion 
or Dependance upon thern. And the 
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«Kiftiflg Of not exifting of Body is all ont- 
to them, for their fok Connexion and 
Dependanoe i$ upon that ONE TRUE 
NECESSARY SELF-EXISTENT 
BEING, who is the firft of them, 
a:nd the JBeginnii^ of them, and the Caufe 
of their Exifteoce, and he perpetuates them 
ajad opntinues them for ever ; nor do they 
want the Bodies, but the Bodies want 
them ; for if they ihould periih, the Bodies 
would periih, becauie theie EiTences are 
the Principles of theie Bodies. In like 
m^ner, as if a Privation of that ONE 
TRUE BEING could be fuppos'd (fep 
l>e it from him,|br there is no God but him> 
all theie E0ences would be removM toge- 
ther with him, and the Bodies too, and all 
the feafible Worlds becaufe all theie have a 
mutual Connexion. 

^. 96. Now,tho'theSenfible World fel- 
lows the. Divine World, as a Shadow does 
the Body, and the Divine World ihnds in 
Hopped of i?, but is free from it, and inde- 
pendent of it, yet notwithftanding this, it 
is ^bfurd to fqppoie a Poflibility of its be-; 
in^ annihilated, becaufe it follows the* 
Divine World : But the Corruption of this 
World conliits in its being chang'd, not 
{inniMated. Add that gmrious * BoojEt 
ibal9p, wlm^ thece is. »o oieQtion made of 
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*M&ving the Mount ainSj Ma making them like 
the Worldy and Men like Fire^flyes^ and dark^ 
ningthe Sun and Moon :^ and Eruption of the 
Seay in that day when the Earth jbaU be 
than^d into another. Earthy and the Heavens 
likemfe. And this is the Subftance of what 
I can hint to you at prefent, concerning 
what Hai Ebn Tokdhan (aw, when in that 

florious State. Don't expefl: that I 
lould explain it any farther with Words, 
for that is even impoffible. 

§. 97. But as for what concerns the fi- 
nifhing his Hiftory, that I fhall tell you, 
God willing. After his return to the fen- 
fible World, when he had been where we 
have told you, he loathM this prefent 
Life, and moft earneftly longM for the 
Life to come ; and he endeavoured to re- 
turn to the fame State, by the fame means 
he had fought it at firft, till he attained to 
it with lefs trouble than he did at firft, 
and continued in it the fecond time longer 
than at the firft. Then he returned to the 
Senfible World ; and then again endea- 
voured to recover liis Station, which he 
found eafier than at the firft and fecond 
time, and that he continued in it longer ; 
and thus it grew eafier and eafier, and his 
Continuance in it longer and longer, time 
after time, till at laft he could attain it 
when he pleas'd, and ftay in it as long as 
he pl?as'd. In this State he firmly kept 

mm 
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hitnfelf, and never retir'd from it, but 
when the NecefRties of his Body required 
it, which he had brought into as n i rrow a 
Compafs as was poflible. And whilft he 
was thus exercisM, he us'd to wifli that it 
would pleafe God to deliver him altogether 
from this Body of his, which detainM him 
from that State ; that he might have no- 
thing to do but to give himtelf up wholly 
to his Delight, and be freed from all that 
Torment with which he was affiided, as 
often as he was forc'd to avert his Mind 
from that State, by attending ontheNc- 
ceflities of Nature. And thus he conti* 
nu^d, till he waspaftthefeventh Septena- 
ry oi his Age ; that is, till he was about 
fifty Years of Age, and then he happened 
to be acquainted with JsdL The Narra- 
tive of which meeting of theirs, we Ihall 
now (God willing) relate. 
' §» 98. They fay that there was an Ifland 
not mrfrom that where H4i Ebn Tokdhan 
was born (no matter according to which 
of thofe two different Accounts they give 
of his Birth) into which one of thofe good 
Seds, which had fome one of the antient 
Prophets (of pious Memory) for its Au- 
thor, had retirU A Seft which us^ tQ 
difcourfe of all things in Natui'e, by way 
of Parable and Similitude, and by that 
means reprefent the linages of them to 
the Imagination, arid fix the Imprcffions 

• of 
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bf them in Mens Minds^ as is cuftomary in 
fuch Difcourfes as are m^de to the Vulgar. 
This Seft fo fpread it felf in this Ifland, 
and prevaird and grew fo eminent, that at 
Jaft the King not only embrac d it him- 
felf, but obliged his Subjects to do fb 
too. 

§. 99. Now there were jborn in this 
Ifland, two Men of extraordinary Endow- 
ments, and Lovers of'that which is Good j 
the Name of the one was Asal^ and the o- 
other SdamAn^ who meeting with this 
Se6t, embracM it heartily, and obligM 
themfelves to the punctual ObfervancQ of 
all its Ordinances, and the daily Exercife 
of what was praftisM in it j and to this 
end they enterM into a'League of Fricnd- 
fhip with each other. Now among other 
Pauages contained in the Law of that Seft, 
they fometimes made enouiry into thefe 
Words, wherein it treats ot the Defcription 
of the moft High and Glorious God, and • 
his Angels, and tfie Refurre£kion, and the 
Rewards and Punifliments of a future 
State. Now Asal^ \xiA to make a deeper 
Search into the infide of Things, and was 
more inclin'd to ftudy Myftical Meanings 
and Interpretations, j^ut as for his Friend 
SAlaman^ he kept clofe to the literal Senfe, 
and never troubled himfelf with fucfr In- 
terpretations, but refrain'd from fuch cu- 
rious Examination and Speculation pf things. 
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However, notwithftanding this Difference, . 
ttey both were conftant in performing 
thofe Ceremonies required, and in calling 
themfdves to an account, and in oppofing 
their Affedions. 

§. 100. Now there were in this Law 
fbme Paflages which feemM to exhort Men 
to Retirement and a folitaiy Life, intima- 
tingjthat Happinefs and Salvation were to 
be attained by it; and others which feem'd 
to encourage Men to Converlktion, and. 
the embracing Human Society. Jsal gave 
himfelf up wholly to Retirement, and thofe 
Expreffions which favoured it were of moft 
weight with him, becaufe he was natu- 
rally inclined to Contemplation, and fearch- 
ing into the Meanings of Things; and his 
greateft hope was, that he fliould beft at- 
tain his End by^ folitary Life. SalamM^ 
on the other fide, applied himfelf to Con- 
verfation, and thofe Sayings of the Law 
which tended that way* went the fartheft 
with him ; becaufe he had a natural Aver- 
fion to Contemplation, and nice fifting of 
things. And he thought that Converlatioa 
didd&ive away eyil Thoughts, and banifh'd 
that Diverfity of Opinions which offerM 
themfelves to his Mind, and kept him from 
theSuggeftionsof evil Thoughts. Inlhort, 
their Difagreement in this particular, was 
the occafion of their parting. 

§. 1 01. Now 
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^. 101, Now Jsal had heard of that 
Ifland, in which we have told you that Hoi 
Ebm Tokdhan had hiS Breeding. He knew 
alfo its Fertility and Conveniences, arid the 
healthful Temper of the Air, fo that it 
would afford him fuch a commodious Re- 
tirement as he had in his Wifhes. Thither 
he refolv'd to go, and withdraw himfelf 
from all manner of Converfation, the re- 
maining part of bis Days. So he took what 
.Subftance he had, and with part of it he 
hir'd a Ship to convey him thither, the 
reft he diftributed among the poor People, 
and took his leave of his Friend SdimMy 
and went aboard. The Mariners tranf- 
ported him to the Ifland, and fet him a- 
Ihore and left him. There he continued 
ferving God, and magnifying him, and 
fanftilying him, and meditating upon his 
glorious Names and Attributes, without 
ah/ Interruption or Difturbance. And 
when he was hungry, he took what he had 
occafion for to fatisfie his Hunger, of fuch 
Fruits as the Ifland afforded, or what he 
could hunt. And in this State he continued 
a while, in the mean time enjoying the 
greateft Pleafure imaginable, and the moft 
entiire Tranquillity of Mind, arifing from 
the Converfe and Communication which 
he had with his Lord ; and every Day expe- 
riencing his Benefits and prmous Gifts,and 
hi? bringing eafily to his hand fuch things 

as 



Hai Ebit .Yokdhan] '145 

as he wanted, ' and were neceflary for his- 
Support, which CQnfirm'd his Belief in him, 
and was a great Refrefhment to him. 

^. 102. HaiEhn Tokdhan^ in the mean 
time, was wholly immersM in his fublime 
Speculations, and never ftirr'd out of his 
Cell but once a Week, to take fuch Provi- 
(ion as firft came to hand. So that Asal 
did not light upon him at firft, but walked 
round the Ifland, and compafsM the Ex- 
tremities of it, without feeing any Man, 
or fo much as the Footfteps of any : Upon 
which account his Joy was increased, and 
his Mind exceedingly pleased, in regard 
of his compafling that which he had pro- 
posM to himfelf, namely, to lead the moft 
retired Life that was poflible. 

§. loj. At laft it happen^, one time 
that Hdi Ebn Tokdhah coming out to look 
for Provifion ill the the fame place whither 
AsU was retired, they IpyM one another^ 
Asdly for his part, did not queftion but 
that it was fome religious Perfon, who for 
the fake of a folitary Life, had retirM into 
that Ifland, as he had done himfelf, and 
w'as afraid, left if he fhould come up to 
him, and make himfelf known, it might 
fpoil his Meditation, and hinder his at- 
taining what he hopM for. Hai Eh Tokdhan 
on the other fide could not imagine what 
it was, for of all the Creatures he had ever 
beheld in his whole Life, he had never 

feen 
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feen an^ thiflg like it. Now JsJU had a 
black Coaton, made with Hair aiu) WckiI^ 
whicb -f/iA Ehf^ TokdhM fancied was na* 
tural, and flood wondring at k a 1^^- 
time. AsiU ran away as hard i^ he cdiiid^- ; 
for fear he (hould dimirb his Medioitito i^ 
H^i Ei»Tokdha» r^n after hitti> out of ari 
innate defire he hadta know the Troth of J 
Things. But when he perceived Asa) 
make fo much hafte, he letirVl a little ihd 
hid himfelf from him ; fo that Jsal thought 
he had been quite gone off, and then h^^ 
fell to his Prayers, s^nd Realding) and f n* 
vocation, and Weeping, and Supplicatictti;- 
and Complainings till he wa» altogether! 
taken up, fo as to mirid nothing elfe; - 

^. 104. In the mean time Hkl El^ 
Tokdhan ftole upon him by degrees, anfj 
Jjol took no notice of him, tiS he came 
Iki near as. to bear him read and praife 
God, and obfery'd his humble Behaviour^ 
ami his Weeping, and heard a pleafant 
Voice and diftinft Words, fuch as he had ne- 
ver bbfervM before in any kind of Animals : 
Then he look'd upon his Shape and Linea-* 
ments, and perceived that he was of the 
fame Form with himfelf, and was fatisfiai 
that the Coat he had on, was not a natural 
Skin, but an artificial Habit like his own.' 
And when he obfervM the Decency of his 
humble Behaviour, and his Supplication 
and Weeping, he did not at all queftion 

but 
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but that he was one of thofeEflences which 
had the Knowledge of the TRUE ONfi ; 
and for that Reafon he had a Defire to 
be acquainted with him, and to know 
M^hat was the matter with him, and what 
causM ' this Weeping and Supplication. 

; Whereupon he drew neafer to him, till 
AsM perceiving it, betook himfelf to his 
Hieels again, and H^i Ebn Tokdhan (anfwc* 
rably to his Vigour and Power both of 
Knowledge and Body, which God had 
beftow'd upon him) purfu'd him with all 
his Might, till at laft he overtook him and 
ieiz'd on him, and held him faft^ fo that he 

^uld not get away. 

§.105. When AsM lookM upon him, an4 
faw him cloath'd with the Skins of wild 
Beads with the Hair on, and his oWn Hair 
fb long as to cover a great part of his Bo- 
dy, and obfervM his great Swifinefs and 
Strength, he was very much afraid of 
hi,m, and began to paqifie him with ftroak* 
ing him, ancTentreating him, but Hdi Ebn 
Tokdhan did not underftand one word Yit 
faid, nor knew any thing of his meaning* 
only he perceiv'd that he was afraid, and 
endeavoured to allay his Fear with fuch 
Voices as he had learnM of fome of the 
Beafts, and ftroak'd his Head, and both 
Sides of his Neckj and fhew^d Kindnefs to 

. him, and exprefs'd a great deal of Glad- 
oefs and Toy: till at laft AsaP%Y^zx wa$ 

K . kid 
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hid afide, aqd be lent .v that he meant 
him no harm. 

§. 1 06. Now -<^x^/ long before, out of 
his earneft Defire of fearching into the 
meaning of Things, had ftudied moft Lan. 
guages, and was well skilled in them. So 
he began to fpejik to H^i Ehft Tokdhdn in > 
all the Languages which he underftood, 
and ask him Queftions concerning his way 
of Life, and took pains to make him un- 
derftand him ; but all jn vain, for Hm Eh» 
Tokdhan flood all the while wondring at 
what he heard, and did not know what 
was the meaning of . it, only hepercciv'd 
that Jsil was^pleas'd, and well-afFefted 
towards him. And thus they ftood won- 
dring one at another. 

^ 107. Now-rfw7had byhimfomeRe- 
mainder of the Provifion which he had 
brought along with him, fix>m the inba.' 
bited Ifland from whence he came ; and he 
offer'd it toH<*" BftTokdhw, who did ooij 
know what to make on*t, for he had never 
feen any fuch before. Then JsJil eat fome 
of it himfelf, and invited Hoi Ekfi Tokdhm 
by Sigps to eat too. But H«i Ebn mdhm 
bethought himfelf of thofe Rules which he 
had prefcrib'd to himfelf, as to matter of 
■Diet ; and not knowing the Nature of 
that which he offer'd him, nor whether it 
was lawful for him to partake of it or not, . 
he reftis'd it, J^4i ftiU coatjnu'd urgent, 

and 
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and invited him kindly: Now Hai EkM 
Tokdhan had a great Defire to be acquainted 
with hiniy and was afraid that his continu* 
ing too ftiffin his Refufal, might alienatl 
his Affeftions from him; fo he ventured 
upon it, and eat fome. And when he had 
tz&^A of it^ and lik'd it, he perceiv'd that 
he had done amifs, in breaking thofe Pro* 
inifes which he had made to himfelC con- 
cerning Diet. And he repented himfelf oi 
what he had done^ and had Thoughts of 
withdrawing himfelf from AsM^ and re- 
treating to his former State of Contempla- 
tion. 

fj. io8. But the Vi^on did not eafily ap- 
pear to him at firft, upon which he re- 
folvM to continue with AsM in the fenfible 
World, till he had thoroughly fatisiied bim^ 
ielf concerning him, that fo when he had 
no further Defire towards him, he might 
*pply himfelf to his former Contempla- 
tions without any Interruption, Where^ 
fore he applyed himfelf to the Society of 
AsMy who perceiving that he could not 
fpeak, was fecure of any Damage that 
might come to his Religion, by keeping 
Company with him ; and beiides, had 
Hopes ot teaching him Speech, Knowledge 
and Religion, and by that means, of ob^ 
taining a great Reward, and near Ap- 
proach to God; He ^ began therefore to 
teach him ho^ to fpeak; firft, byflaewijig 

K 2 him ' 
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him particular Things, and prdnduncing 
their Names, and repeating them aften^ 
and perfwading him to fpeak them; which 
twi did, applying every Word t& the Thing 
by it fignified, till he had t^aght him att 
the Nouns^ and fo improved him by de- 
grees, that he could fpeak in a very feore. 
time. 

§. 109. Then Asal began to enquire of 
him concerning his way of Living,and from: 
whence he . came into that Ifland ? And 
Hd Ehn Tokdhan told him, that he knew 
Nothing of his own Original, nor any Fa- 
ther or Mother that he had, but only that 
Roe which brought him up. Then he dc- 
fcribM to him his manner of Living, from 
firft to laft, and by what dfegrees he ad- 
vancM in Knowledge, till heattain'd the 
Vmo» with God. When Asal heard him 
give an Account of thofe Truths, and 
thofe ElTences which are feparatefrom the 
Senfible World, and which Imve the Know* 
Jedgcof that TRUE ONE, (whofeName 
be prais'd); and heard him give an account 
of the Ellence of that TRUE ONE, and 
defcribe, as far as was poflible, what he 
witnefsM (when he had attained to that 
Union) of the Joys of thofe who are aear 
united to God, and the Torments of thofe 
who are feparated from him. He made 
no donbt but that all thofe things which 
are contain'd in the Law of God {i. e. the 

AlcormX 
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Jkoram] * concerning his Command, his 
Angels, Books and MelTengers, the Day 
of Judgment, Faradife and Hell, wereRe- 
femblances of what Hai Ebn lokdhan had 
feen ; and the Eyes of his Underftanding 
were ojpen*d, and he found that the f Ori- 
gwalznd the Copy did exaftly agree toge- 
ther. And the ways of Myftical Inter- 
pretation became eafie to him, and there 
appearM nothing diffi^lt to him in thofe 
Precepts which he had received, but all 
was clear; norany thing (hut up^ but all 
was open ; nor any thing profound, butall 
was plain. By this means his intelleftual 
Faculty grew ftrong and vijgorous, and he 
look'd upon Hai Ebn Tokdhan with Admi- 
ration and Refped, and aiTur'd himfelf 
that he was one of the Saints of God, 
vhich have no fear ufon themj neither JbaS 

t tie ArdhUli lf<»ds^ Watathabaka indaho' 'Imekinil 
w'almepkoiil Bgnifjy And that which was underftood 
agreed with triat which was copied. But becauff tbdt wAf 
tff tisfreOing il is dffcifre, I have ihoftfAtber u hAve $be Jr^* 
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all tbingi nlating u a future Stite^ viz. by behoUiug in Get 
the ArclitypAl Idus^ #/ vbicb all things created^ and wbat^ 
feever is revtaCd t<r us^ ofe fuffes'd t$ be Copies. Hew Asal, 
by cenverfing mtb bim^ jf^uniy that the MekouU I e. what 
Hal Ebn Yokdhan Jaw by this fert ef SfecuUtien y and the 
Meflkoul, i. e. what Asal bad leam*d eut ef the Alcoran, and 
the Tradition of the Fropbets^ did ci^ajtty anfwer one (be 
other, as a Copy does iti Original* 
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theyfuffer Pdm. Upon which he ddc!re(s^ 
himfelf to wait upon him, and imitate 
him, and to follow his Direftion in the 
Performance of fuch Works as he had oc- 
cafion to make ufe of ; namely, thofe le. 
gal ones which he had formerly learnM 
from his own Seft. 

§. iio. Then Hoi EbM Tokdban began to 
enquire of him concerning his Condition 
and manner of living, afid Jsil gave him 
an account of the Wand from whence he 
came, and what manner of People inha^ 
bited it, and what fort of Life they led be- 
fore that religious Sed, which we men- 
tioned, came among them, and how it was 
now, fince the* coming of that Se£t. He 
alfo gave him an Account of what was de- 
liverM in the Law [^ e. AtcorM'} relating 
to the Defcription of the t)ivine World, 
Paradife and Hell, and the Awalwning and 
Refurreflion of Mankind, and their ga- 
thering.togetljer to Judgment ;• and the 
Balance and the Way. All which things Hat 
Ebn Tokdhan underftood very well, and did 
not find any of them difagrceable to what 
he had feen, when in that noble Station ; 
and he knew that f he that had defcribed 
thefe Things , and given an account of 
them, had given a true Account, and was 
a Meffenger fcnt from his Lord j and he 

t Mahomet, ^^"^ **" " ' — 
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WkvM him, and affirm'd his Vcradtj^ 
aiid bore Witncfs to his Meffage. 

4. 111. Then he began to adc him con- 
cerning the Precepts which the Meffengcr 
ef God had dcUver\l, and the Rites of Wor- 
fliip which he had ordain'd. And As»l 
told him of Fr*yer^ Alms, Fapng and P*/- 
grimage, and fuch other Extefnal Obfer- 
vances, which he Teceiv'd and prattis d, 
and took uponhimfelf, in Obedience to|his 
Command,ofwhofe Veracity he was very 
well affured. Only there were two things 
ftuck in his Mind, which he wonder'd at, 
and could not comprehend wherem the 
Wifdom of them did confift. The one 
was, why this Meflenger « God, m d©- 
fcribing moft things which relate to the 
Diyine WorW, us'd to exprefs diem to 
Men by Parables or Similitudes, and wav d 
a pertmeuous Explication of them ; by 
which occaiiQn'd Men in a great MeaOirc 
to feU mto that Error of afferting a Corpo- 
reity in God, and believine Things of gat 
' T RV £ Being , from which he is abfo- 
lately free ; and fo in like manner, con- 
cerning thofe Things which relate to the 
Rewards and Pwiifliments of a Future 
. State. The other was, why he went no 
ferther than thefe Precepts and Rites ot 
Worlhip, but gave Men leave to gather 
Riches, and aUow'd them a Liberty as to 
matter of Food; by which means ttiey 
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ipjnployM themfeives about vain Tilings^ 
and turnM away from the TrUtli# 
Whereas his Judgment was, that no Body 
ought to eat any thing, but only juft to 
keep him alive ; and as for Riches, he had 
no Opinion of them at ^U, And when he 
faw what was fet down and prefcribM ia 
the Law , with Relation to Wealth, as 
Alms, and the Diftribution of thent , and 
Trading and Ufury, Mulfts and Punilh-^ 
ments; thefe things feem'd all very odd to 
him, and he judged them fuperfluous;; and 
faid, that if Men underflood Things a* 
riglit, they would lay afide all thefe vain 
Things, and follow the Truth, and con- 
tent themfelvc& without any thing of aU 
this I and that no Man would challenge 
fuch a Propriety in Riches , as to hav? 
Aims ask'd of him, or to caufe his Hands 
to bp cut off, who privily ftole them ; or 
th(^ir Lives tp be taken* awayi who had 
openly robb'd him^ 

§• 112* Now that which prompted him 
to this Perfuafion, M'as this, that he 
thought all Men were induM with an in- 
genuous Temper, and penetrating Under- 
ftanduig, and a Mind conftant to itfelf ; 
and was not aware how blpqkilh and flu^ 
pid they were, how iil-advis'd, ^d 
inconftant in ^tlieir Refolutions; info- 
iBuch , that they are like Brute Beafts, 
uayj, more apt to wander out of the 

... .: . way 
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the way. Since therefore he was greatlyt 
afleflea with Pity towards Mankiml, and 
defirM that he might be an Inftrument of 
their Salvation ; a Kefolution came into his 
Mind of going over to them, todeclare and 
lay before them the Truth. This Inten- 
tion of his he commymicated to his Friend 
Jsdi^ and askMhim if there could poflibly 
beany way contrived to come at them. 

§. 113. But Jsal told him what (brt of 
People they were , and how far from an 
Ingenuous Temper, and how averfe from 
obeying the Commands of God ; but he had 
no Notion of that, but ftill his Mind was 
intent upon that which he hop^d to com« 
pafs. And Jsal defirM that it would 
pleafe God, by his means, to dired fome 
of his Acquaintance which were of a more 
pliable Temper than the reft, and had more 
Sincerity in them, into the right way. So 
then he was ready to further the Defign ' 
and Endeavour of Hai EJbn Tokihan. Up- 
on which they rcfolvedto keep clofeto the 
Sea Shore, without flirring from it either 
Day or Night, till God fhould plekfe to af- 
ford them an Opportunity of crofling the 
Sea. And all the while tney ,were intent 
upon this, they continu'd praying to God 
to dired them in this their Bufinefs, and 
bring it to an happy IfTue. 

§• 1 14. At laft, as God (whofe Name 
()^ prais'4) would have it, it happen^, 

that 
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that a Ship which had loft her Coude, was 
driven by the Wind and Water upon the 
Shore of that Ifland ; and as it drew near- 
er ifo Land, they who were in it, feeing 
two Men upon the Shore, made towards 
them. Then AsM fpoke to them, and de- 
dt^A them tokrarry him and his Companion 
along with them in the Ship ; to which 
they confented, and took them into the 
Ship, and it pleas'd God to fend them a &ir 
Wind, which, in a Ihort time, carried 
them to the Ifle which they defied. There 
they landed, and went into the City ; and 
AsaPs Friends came all about him, and h6 
gave 'em an account of Hd Ebn TokdiM$^ 
and his manner of living; fb that People 
flock'd to him from every fide^ and admired 
and reverenced him. Then AsU told him 
that this Sed was fuperiour to all other 
, forts of Men in Knowledge and Sagacity ; 
and that if he could not work upon thgtn^ 
there were much leffer Hopes of doing any 
Good upon the Vulgar. 

§. J 1 5."^^ Now Salaman {JsaPs Friend^ 
who we told you chofe Converfation, ra- 
ther than Solitude and Retirement, which 
he judged unUwfol) w^s Prince and Sove* 
reign of this Ifland: So JHfai Eh fokdhn 
began to teach thern, and explain the My- 
fteries of Wifdom to thqra • but fo foon as 
e'er he bepn to raife his 'Difcourfe a^ve 
External^ Things a little, and to inculcate 

that, 
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that, the contrary whereof had been fee-* 
tied, and deeply rooted in their Minds ; 
they began to withdraw themfelves from 
him, jind their Minds had an Abhorrence 
for whiu: he fpake. And though they car- 
ried themielyes civilly to him, both be- 
caufe he was a Stranger^ and out o£ the 
Obfervance which they thought dye to 
their Friend Asaly yet they were angry 
with him inwardly in their Hearts. How- 
ever, he continuM reafoning with them 
mildly Night and Day, and teaching them 
the TR U T H, both in Private and Pub- 
Ikk, which oilly increas'd their Hatred to- 
wards him, and made them avoid his 
Company, though otherwife they were 
Lovers of Goodnefs, andddirous.otTruth« 
However, through the Defe£k of cheir Na^ 
ttire, they did not fearch for it after the 
i^ight manner, nor apprehend it as they 
fhould do ; but fought the Knowledge of 
it after the con|mon way, like the reft erf" 
' the World. So that he defpaired of doing 
any Good upon them, ana all his Hopes 
of amending them were defeated, becaufe 
they were not willing to receive what he 
taught them. 

f. 1 1 6. And afterwards, taking a View 
of the fevcral Rankr and Orders of Men, 
he perceived that every fort of them placM 
their Delight in thole Things which they 
poiTefs'^i at prefent, and that, their Appe- 
tites 
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tkes were their God, and that xhtj loA 
therafelvcs ingathering up the little Things 
of this World ; and that the Defire of get- 
ting more, kept thera employed till they 
came to their Graves ; and that all good 
Counfel was loft upon them ; and that di(^ 
puting with them had only this Efied, that 
it ma(|e them the more obftinate* And as 
for Wifdom, there was no way for them 
to attain it, neither had they any Share in 
it. ^ Far Folly has aver^wbelmed thrniy dfuL 
what they have fought dfter^ has covered their 
Hearts like Rufi ; God hds fealed mf th^r 
Hearts and their Ears , Md fheir Eyes are 
dimy ofid they fhaU havje fore Fum[bmem. 

(j. 117. When therefore he faw them 
compafs'd about with the Curtains of Pu« 
nifhment, and coverM with the Darknefs 
of the Veil ; and that all of them ([a few 
only excepted) minded their Religion no 
other wife, but with regard to this prefent 
World ; and caft the Oofervance of religi- 
ous Performances behind their Backs, not- 
withftanding the Eaflnefs of them, and 
fold th^m for a fmall Price ; artd that their 
Merchandize and Trading diverted them 
from thinking upon God, fo that they had 
no fear pf \ that D^ in which both their 
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liearts dnd Eyes JbaS be turrPJi found ; he 
Vfz% fully fatisfied, that it was to no pur- 
pofe to Ipcak to them plainly, neither tjiat 
it was expedient any Works fKouId be cn- 
|oin*d them beyond this Meafure ; and that 
the greateft Benefit which accrued to the 
common fort of Men by the Law, was 
wholly plac'd in Relation to Things of 
this World* viz,, that they might be in a 
ccftnfortable way of Living, and that no 
Man might invade another^s Property; 
and that there was but here and there one 
that attained to Happinefs hereafter ; 
namely, fuch an one as made it his Bufi-« 
iiefs in this World to provide for another, 
and took due care about it, and was a Be- 
liever : But that Hell was the Place for 
him that err'd from the Truth, and pre- 
fcrr'd the Life of this prefent World be- 
fore it. And what Labour can be great- 
er, or what Mifery more compleat than 
' his, who works, if you obferve, from the 
time he awakes, till he goes to fleep again, 
you will find that he does nothing but 
. what tends to the attaining of fome pne or 
other of thefe vile fenfible Things^^ name- 
Iv, either Riches, to heap therii up ; or 
rleafure , which he may take ; or Luft, 
which he may fatisfie ; or Revenge, where- 
by he inay pacifie his Mind ; or Power, to 
defend himfelf j or fome' outward Work 
commanded h^ the Law, whereof he may 

make 



I $8 TheHiftorjof 

make a vain-glorious Shew ; . or whereby 
he may fave his own Neck ? "^ N(mp dU thejk 
things An Darknefs ufon Dsrkmfs in the 
Defth of the Sea^ neither is there anj ofjau 
, thdt doth not enter in thither^ for fuch if the 
unchangeMe Decree of the Lord^ 

§. 1 1 8. And when he underftood the 
Conation of Mankind^ and that the great- 
eft paVt of them were like Brute Beafts, he 
knew that all Wiidom ^ Diredion Bsnd 
good SuccefSy confifted in what the Mef- 
Angers of God had fpoken, and the Law 
deliver d ; and that there was no other 
way beiides this, and that there coidd be 
nothing added to it; and that there were 
Men appointed to every Work, and that 
every one was beft capable of doing that 
unto which he was appointed by Nature^ 
That this was God's way of dealing with 
thofe which were gone before, aijd that 
there is no Change in his way. Where- 
upon returning to Sdlimsn and his Friends, 
he begg'd their Pardon for what he b^ 
faid to them, and deiirM to be encvLs^d^ 
and told them that he was of the fame 
Opinion with them, and went on m tlw 
fame way, and perfuaded them to ftidk 
firmly to their Refolution of keeping wUJbt- 
in the Bounds of the Law, and the Fer- 
formance of the External . Rites, and thsdt 
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they fbould not much dive into the TMngs 
that did not com:ern them : and that in 
doubtful Things they fhould give Citdit, 
and yield their AfTent readily; and that 
they fliould abftain from novel Opinions^ 
ana from their Appetites^ and follow the 
Examples of their pious Anceftors ^ and 
foriake Novelties^ and tlmt they fhould a- 
void that negle£i of religious Performances 
which was feen in the vul^r fort of Men, 
and the Lo^e of the World, which he prin- 
cipally cautionM them againft. For bot^ 
he and his Friend AsM Knew that this tra- 
dable, but defe£live fort of Men, had no 
Other way in the World to efcape, but 
only by this means; and that if they 
ihould be rais'd ahove this to curious Spe- 
culations^ it would be worie with them^ 
and they would not be able to attain to 
^ Degree of the Blefled , ^ but would 
llud:uate a«} be tofs'd up and down, an(f 
make a bad End. But on the contrary, if 
they continu'd in that State in which they 
were till IJeath overtook them, they ftiould 
be happy, and ftand on the right Hand : 
But as for thofe that out-went them, they 
flxmld alfo take place of them, and that 
they V ihould be the next. 

§, 119. So they took their leave and left 
them, and fought for an Opportunity of 
returning to their Ifland, till it pleas'd God 
to help them to a Conve»iency of pafling. 

And 
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And Hai Eh Tokdha9$cndc9LVom*dtotttain 
to his lofty Station, by the fame means he 
had fought itatfirft,till he recovered it; and 
Jsii followed his Steps, till he came near 
him, or wanted but very little of it ; and 
thus they continued fcrving God in this 
Ifland tiu they died. 

§. 120. And this is that (God affift thee 
and us by his Spirit) which we have re* 
ceivM of the Hiftory of Hai Ebn TokdhM^ 
Asal and SAlaman ; which comprehends 
fuch Choice of Words, as are not found in 
any other Book, nor heard in common 
Difcourfe. And it is a piece of hidden 
Knowledge which none can receive, but 
thofe which have the Knowledge of God, 
nor can any be ignorant of it, but thofe 
which have not. Now we have taken a 
contrary Method to our pious Anceftors^ 
as to their Refervednefs in this Matter, 
and Sparingnefs of Speech.* And the Rea* 
fon which did the more eafily perfuade mc 
to divulge this Secret, and tear the Veil, 
was, becaufe of the corrupt Notions which 
fome Pretenders to Philofophy in our Age 
have broachM and fcatter^d, fo that they 
are difFusM through feveral Countries, and 
the Mifchief Which arifes from thence is 
become Epidemical. Fearing therefore left 
thole weak ones, who rejeft the Tradition 
of the Prophets (of Bleffed Memory) and 
make choieeof that which is deliver^ them 

by 
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by Fools, fhould imagine that thefe Oft* 
nions are thai Secrei^ which ought to be 
with-held from thofe who are not wor- 
thy or capable of it, and fo their Defireand 
Study of thefe Opinions fhould be increased. 
I have thought good to give them a Glimpfe 
of this Secret otSecrets, that I might draw 
them into the right Way, and avert them 
from this other, Neverthelels, I have not 
fo delivered the Secrets which are compre- 
hended in thefe few Leaves, as to leave 
them without a thin Veil or Cover over 
them, which will be eafily rent by thofe 
who are worthy of it ; but will be fo 
thick to him, that is unworthy to pafs 
beyond it , that he fhall not be able to 
get through it. And I defire of thofe my 
Brethren who fhall fee this Difcourfe, that 
they would excufe me for being fo eafi- 
ly mduc'd to explain it , and fo free in 
the Defcription of it ; feeing I had not 
done fo , if I had not been elevated to 
fuch Heights, as tiranfcend the Reach of 
Humane Sight. And I was willing to 
exprefs it in eafie Terms , that I might 
difpofe Men, and raife a Defire in them 
to enter into the right Way. And I 
beg of God Pardon and Forgivenefs^, 
ana that he would pleafe to l)ring us 
to the true and certain Knowledge of 
himfelf , for he is gracious and liberal 

L of 



1^1 The Hiftory of^ 8cc. 

oT his Pavours. Peace be to thee , my 
Brother J whofe PromMion is decreed^ and 
the Mercy am Blejjlng of God be ufofe thee^ 

Praife be to God dlone. 



I 
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The End. 
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APPENDI^t. 

In which the 

Author's Notion concern- 
ing the Poflibility of a 
Man's attaining to the true 
Knowledge of God, and 
Things neceffary to Sal- 
vation, without the Ufe 
of external Means, is brief- 
ly conGder'd. 
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§.L nr^HO'the precceding Hiftory, upon 
J the account of the lively Image 
and Reprefentation which it gives of un- 
Ipotted Virtue, unfeigned Love of God, 
and Contempt of the Things of this Life, 
does very well deferve to be read : So, as 
it contains ieveral things co-incident with 
the Errors of fome Enthufiafts of thefe pre- 
fcnt Times, it deferves to be confider'd. 
Upon which Account, I had no Iboncp 
fuffer'd my felf to be perfwgded tq under? 
take the Tranflation of this Boole, than I 
determin d to fubjoin fome Refleflkions up- 
on fuch part of it as feemM to me moft 
worthy of Gonfideration, Left other wife, 
that Book, which vtras by me defign'd for 
the Innocent, and not altogether unprofi- 
table Diverfion of the Reader, mijght acci- 
dentally prove a means of leadii^g fome 
into Error, who are not capably of judging 
aright; and of confirming others in theic 
Miltakes, who, through their own Weakr 
nefs, or the Prejudice of a bad Education, 

have the Misfortune tq be led 9ut of the 

way. 
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wt^y.. And I was the more willing to do 
it^ oecaufb there has been a bad Ufe made 
of this Book before. 

§.2. There are a great many Errors both 
in his Phiiofophy and Divinitj : And it was 
impoflible it fhouW be otherwife, the one 
being altogether ArifietelUn^ the other il^4* 
hometan. I fliall pafs over the greateftpart 
of thefii, as npt being likely to do any 
harm ; ^^ confine my felf chiefly to the 
£)Daminacion of this 'Fundamental Error 
of my Author, vice. ^ ThaS^odhas given 
fmk 4 Poivir or Fdcalty to Matty whereby he 
mdjy mthout any eMermal Mem^Sj atU^M ta 
the Kj^Qwledge ^ aU things MBcejfjory tp Sdvos^ 
tion^ and even ta the luatifek Vifim it ftlfj 
whiljl in this State : In doing whidh I fWll 
ftifl have regard to the Errors receivM 
concepning tbefe things in the prefent 
Age. 

4* 3* ^i^ order CO this I fhall eKamine 
the Ways and Means by which the Peo- 
ple of God in all Ages, came to the Under* 
ftanding of his Will. Now 'tis evident^ 
from the abfurd Notions which the an- 
cient Heathens had of the Deity, and their 
Idolatry, that Mankind was lo far dege- 
nerated and deprav'd, that they had loft 
the true Knowledge of God, and ' of his 
Attributes, and confequently were igno- 
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rant of their Duty towards him ; for 
which reafbn, God was pleased , out ofnis 
infinite Love and Mercy towards Man-^ 
kind^ to fend at fundry times Vropbets ; 
that is, Men who were infpir'd by tht 
Holy Spirit^ and had the Will of God im^ 
mediately reveafd^ to ihem; to the end 
that they might inftrufit others how to 
lerve him (^the ancient Tradition reqeivM 
from our Ark Parents, and thofe good 
Men which fucceeded them, being now 
ahnoft worn out, and over-grown by the 
increafing Wickednefs of the World) and 
thereby ^void thofe Judgments which 
would otherwife infallibly ovcruke them, 
if they coAtinuM in Impenitence and Dif^ 
obedience. 

4« 4* This was the Means which the 
G^Qerality of the People of God had to 
liUQW his Will. They receiv d it from the 
ProfhtSy who had it immediatelj from God. 
Sq that the Different of their Knowledge 
confided in the Manner of their receiving 
of it, not in the Thii^ received,, which 
^ere the fanie both tP the Prophets and 
the People. Only the Prophets receiy'd it 
immediateljy but not tl^ Pet^le : for then 
coniequently they WQUld ail have been 
Prophets, which it is plain they were 

iUOt. 

§• 5. And wh^n it h^ pleasM God to 
give 9(:l^rer ^nd fuller Re velijttion of his 

Will 
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W^il to the Prophet Mofes ; what was de- 
liverM to him, was committed to the 
Care of the Priefts, of whom both King 
and People were obligM to learn their Du* 
ty, Deut. xvii. 1 8. J^d it /ball be iphen he 
ftmth upon the Throne of his Kjngdom^ that 
he jhall tvrite him a Copy of this Law in a Booky 
out of that which is before the Priejls the Le* 
vitesj and it Jhall be with him^ and he JbaO 
read therein all the Days of his Life^ that he 
may learn to fear the Lord his Gody to keep 
all the Words of this Law^ and thefe Statutes^ 
to do them. And Malachi xl. 7* The Priefts 
Lips jbeuld preferve I(pov0le^e , and they 
Jbould fiek the Law at his mouthy for he is 
the Mejfenger of the Lord of Hofls. So that 
they were not to feek after any other 
more perfeft manner of Worlbip, than 
what was delivcrM in that Book, nor to 
cxpetk that thofe Truths or Precepts which 
were contained in it, (hould be reve^Pd 
to them anew, either by any Prophet liv- 
ing in their time, or by immediate Reve* 
lation\ but to draw all their InftruSion^ 
from the aforefaid Helps. And accordingly 
we never find any of the Prophets making 
any Alteration in the Law, or calling the 
People to a more perfe£fe way of Worftiip. 
From whence ^tis; plain that they Were 
well affur'd of its Sufficiency, till the 
Meffiasy who was to compleat It fliould 
come ; and tlieir never bidding the People 

to 
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to look for any other way of teaching than 
what was to be had from that Book, and 
the Mouth of the Priefts, proves evidently 
that they knew thofe means to be {nSt" 
clent. 

§.6* Thus we have feen which way 
the generality of the People of God were 
taught; let us now examine by what means 
the Frophets attaitf d their Faculty of Pro- 
phelyihg. and wherein it did confift. Now 
it is mdx certain that the Faculty of Pro* 
phefying cannot be attained by any Appli- 
cation or Improvement of our Abilities 
whatfoever, but depends wholly and en- 
tirely upon the pofitive Will of God, who 
upon important and weighty Occafions, 
in his own due time, and . to fuch Perfbns 
as feem beft in his infinite Wifdom, does 
fend fuch as he is pleas'd to fet apart and 
qualifie for that Service, by the^ Infpiration 
of his Holy Spirit. ^ For Prpfhecj came net 
in old time by the Will of Mm ; but holj Men 
of Godff'dke as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghofi. It muft not denyed, but that a fo- 
ber, righteous and godly Life, a Heavenly 
Converfation, and die keei^ing our felves 
pure, both in Bodjr and Spirit, are excel- 
lent Means to inirite die Holy Spirit to 
dwell in and abide with us. And this is 
agreeable to right Notions of the Furity^of 
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€cdy and hb Love of that which is Goiod^ 
and Abhorrancec^ that which is Evil: It is 
confirmM by right Reafon, the Teftim(my 
of ancient Churches and Hoty Scripmra 
it fclf. But then the Queftion is, How 
does God dw^^tl in thofe tluLt are his f 
Certainly, not fo as to make Prophets of 
them, but to ftrengthen them in their Holy 
Refolutions, and enable th^si to perform 
fiich Things as tend moft to his Glory, 
and tlieir own Salvation. And upon a 
due E)(amin4tion, we fhall find th^ this 
is ail which the gireatcft nufnber by ikv of 
Godly Men ever attainM ; wljo notw^th^* 
ftandiog muft by no iqeans be ac^us'd 
%( ^othfulnefs in nM approving their 
Talent, nor of beings wanting ia their £n«^ 
deavours to make the neareft Approach- 
ts to God that they werp capable of. 

4« ?• This witl appea^r iufcher , if w^ 
cofiild^F that thofe means, wl^khwdre usVi 
by Holy P«rfi)ns of Old, in order to the 
Improvement of themfelvesor ottlers^ isx 
the Exenciie of Pi^ty and Religion^ caiffioi! 
upon any account be reckoned as tE^aas of 
their beco^^ng Pr&phecs. Tho' Ssmmi 
was^ dedicated to the; Smt vite of God firofxi 
his Birth, and it ^leas^^Sod tochifile him 
for a Prophet \ yet there is ao qiiieftioo to 
be made, but tfa^t there weiP9^fei9ecdl others 
fo dedicated, whief^-^'did-- n ever prop h e ^^ 

Tho* 
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Tho* Ddniel was heard ^firom the frfi J^af 
thdt he did fit his Heart to under fidnd^ and 
to chaften himfi^ before God^ and had. an 
Angel fent to hiip with a Revelation^ yet 
cannot that difcipiining of himfelf be in 
any wife accounts a Caufe of t^at Revela- 
tion: fpr if it were, the fariie Method 
would produce the fame £ffe£l in another 
Man. And tho* there were particular Ad- 
vantages in being a Member of the Col- 
lie of Prophets ; as the Prophet f Jn^os 
intimates, where he fays, / was no Frophtt:^ 
nor 4, Frofhet'^s Son (which muft be interpre- 
ted The Scholar of a Prophet ^ for the Scho- 
lars of the Prophets are always^caird Sons 
of the Prophets in Scripture) yet none of 
thefe Means were fumcinit to help Men 
to the Gift of Prophecy. The pioiis Pa- 
rents thought it a very ^ood way of im- 
prdving their Children in the Fear and 
Love of God, and the Knowledge of his 
Will, to have them brought up xmAec 
l&Loit Holy* and Exemplary Men the Pro- 
phets; and accordingly ttey waited upon 
them, went on Errands and did their Ser- 
vice; at the fame time enjoying the great 
'Advantage of their Example and Difcoude, 
And according t6 thdr Example, even after 
Prophefy was ceas'd among the 3^ntv, the 
eminent Men and chief Doctors of the 
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*L^w had their Scholars and Difdples, more 
or fewer^ according to the Credit and 
Efteem of the Mafter. So that. our Blef- 
fed Saviour's chufing his twelve Diiciples, 
was no new thing among the Jews^ but 
had been pradisM all along, fince thofe 
Schools of the Prophets* But never did 
any one imagine, that thefe means of Dif* 
cipline, or an]^ other, were Steps to the at- 
taining the Gift of Prophecy, which al- 
ways depended, not upon Mens Acquire- 
ments or Improvements in that which 
is good, but upon the fofinve WiU of 
God. 

§. 8. Now, if, as appears from what is 
already faid, God has not afforded to Man, 
any Means whereby he can attain to the 
more inferior Degree of Prophecy, which 
confifts in having only fbme part of his 
Will reveaPd ; and that not conftantly or 
habitually, but as occafion fcrves : How 
vain and fond is it then for any one to ima- 
gine that he has given him a Capacity of 
enjoying his Prefence as he is, and of ^ fee- 
ing all things in him ? Which is as much 
above the Attainments of the greateft 
Prophets, as theirs is above theweakettof 
Mca For if we confider we fball find 
that the Prophets Bufinefs confifted inde- 

, * By feeiog all things ia God, I A«v« no f9g$9du 
Mr. Malebraach'/ tbtm, bm wit t$ tbdt 9i »w Ambw* 
See % 909 O'c. 
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livcring a particular Meffa^e to on^ (St 
more j the Contents of which fometimes 
they received + by Day, which fort of Vi- 
fion * is callM mintt Machazeh^ or, riKno 
Maree\ or elfe by Night in a Dream, and 
this ^as callM Dl^n Hhalom^ a Dreamy or 
r^HhTS nnn Hezyon HalUijeUhy ^a Nottur^ 
nd Vi\ion. But what is either or both 
thefe to the Intuition of the Divine Pre* 
fence? There is as much Difference, as there 
is between a great Courtier and a Favourite, 
who when he pleafes, enjoys the Prefence 
of his Prince, and one who is now and 
then fent by him on an Errand. And yet 
tofucha degree of Enthufiafm have fome 
gone, as our Author here in particular, 
and feveral more of the fame ftrain in thofe 
former Ages, and the Quietifis and other 
JMjfiicks and Enthufiafts in our times, 
that nothing will down with him lefs than 
the Intuition of the Divine Being, and they 
defpife ^ Meditation^ as a meaif thing, and 
too much below one that afpires to Per- 
fedion. And this, it feems, is attainable 
by Application and continued Exercife ; 
whereby they have at once fet all Mankind 
in a Capacity of out-doing infinitely the 
ancient Prophets, who if they had known 
any thing of this way, certainly would 

■ ■ ■<■ ■ ■ ' I. ■■i.w. ■ « 'ymmmmmamm ■ ■■ - 

t yU{m9nHes in Foeochfi F^rtA M6pf, p. 2 7 x • 
* Sie the Letter cencerning the ^ietifis^ fainted mth tbe 
B. ef SarttmV Letters. 
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to\ have been fb fparing of it in their Wri- 
tings, efpecially when their Bufinefs was 
to labour for the Benefit and Inftrufbion 
of Mankind. But there is not one word 
in all their Writings ivhich favours this 
Opinion, from whence we may fafely con* 
elude, thax they had no fuch Notion ; and 
yet it muiT not be in the leaft doubted, 
out that they were • throughly acquaint- 
ed with the Will of God , and knew 
more of his fecret Counfel than any other 
Men in ihe World whatfoever. 

^. IX. It muft needs be acknowledged 
by us Chriftians, as well as by the Jews, 
that Mofes was, without Controverfie, the 
the greateft Prophet that ever appeared up- 
on Earth before our Saviour's time, and 
had the moft frequent andjgreateft Revela- 
tions of the Divine Will, rot tho' it was a 
Angular Favour which God vouchfafed the 
other Prophets, in communicating to them 
fome of thtf Secrets of his Purpofes ; yet Mo- 
fts was the Man whom God chofe to be 
the Inftrument of the Deliverance of his 
People Ifr^l^ by fuch convincing Signs and 
WiXKlers, as were undeniable Evidences of 
the Divine Power by which they were 
wrought, and who was not only to be 
Qod'^ Meffenger to his People in fome few 
Particular^ tmt the immediate Receiver of 
that Law, and all the Oeconomy, both 
Ecclcfiafticai and Civil^ by which God's 

Peoptc 
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Pcoble Were to be govetnM without any' 
Addition or Diminution^ fo many hundred 
Years, till the Comingof the promised Mf/i 
l^as. . God himfelf bears Witnefs to thisj 
Numb. xii. 6i If there be a Prof bet, kmongjou^ 
I the Lord mU mske ntg/ felf k^Qwn Mrtto hinf in 
a Fifon^ and mUffeik unto him in d Dreams 
Mf Servant Mofis ii notfoy who is faithful in. 
aUmine Houfe^ With him fPtB I jfeak mimtk 
to mouthy even apparently^ ahJt not in dark 
Speeches^ and the Similitude of the Lord^aSi he 
behold. Now Mofei bad not been mithfui 
in (Sod's Houfe^ if he had not^re?eaPd the 
whole Will of God to his People, ^ it wasr 
deliver^ to him • which moft certainly hei 
did. But how? Why, he commands the: 
People thus, Deut.vux'j^ Tou ftaU diligent-^ 
Ij keep the Commandments oftheLordyourGodf^ 
and his Tefiimonies and his Statutes which hi 
hath commanded thee ; which were, no doubt^ 
the very fame which he had roceivM upcm 
Mount Sinai. Nor did this Holy Man^ thist 
faithful SerOant in God^s Houje , ever re- 
' commend , or fo much as hint any fuch 9er« 
vice of Gody as is dream'd oi by our- Afy* 
fiieks^ or give the leaft Encouragement £or 
any t;o hope for the Gift of Prophecy, or 
an Intuition or beholding the Divine o^mig; 
in this State« And yet it is cwtain thajB 
both^M^y^j himfelf, and Multitude^ of O' 
thers after him« were Heav«Dtly-minded 
Me% ftgd did that which was accepCablo 

M ia 
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in ^heSi^t of God, aod (ball be Famkeri 

<if Bvof laftiiig Glorf . 

- ^. lo. Nor did any of tha Freshets, 
which canie after him, tv«r advance an^ 
foch refin'd way of Worfhi^ ; but conftant- 
hr blam'd the People for not obferving the 
iLaw oSMoJif, and n^ie^iiig the Statutes 
suid Ordinances whidi be had teft chedi^ 
Ai^ the SU& of didr Prophecies omfifts, 
«ther in Exhorting, Reproving, Promi- 
ling or Th^tnmg, and ibihe Hints of the 
M^»s^ Bat not One Syllable concerning 
any fiicfaabftiaaed Wtajhip, nor any Afcn^ 
tdoa made of Mens attaining the BetUifitk 
VipM, Notwithftanding/Tyhicb, there' 
been, and> iHU are, u 'g)i'eat many del 
Sotils, who imagine that the warm Con* 
o^ticMis of diftemper'd &aias, are ^ great 
Mea&rc of that Holy Spirit by wluch thft 
qM Prophc^fpake ; and^retend to fti&h a 
Kuniliarity^nd intimaie Convesf jkti(ift Whb 
God; fudi.an oitire Ctiikknuhicatid&^ ^d 
Interoour^Cy that they might, if ^HStt tjtm 
faid were tru^ fcem ito be glorified S6if9e^ 
wither. than frefhetSy iiibjeftf lo the^JKe Ift« 
fatmaives wiritother Aifed j^ind to Iftvd fc<t 
the Church Militant i» tike th^ J)teci{ )fi 




inen% aFool*sPar^]^e,atid ^romided^ 
dtt 'no tetier- Rcafoo or Fofindai^hi tlWa 
the Alan, that waidiftrafted^JKtl^ ftney 
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bout; Wqi ^is . Sui^j^s.: iiTJief^ JMe0, do 

of the ^prWi ifswieiftr* Jmh: td^jsp*^ ifech 
,€X,tr^r4insLty ^ff^^eaiiof the.SpiHt : ' All 
that w^c^ii. Tcaiooably ^Kp6% or th(t Go(l 
has pf^fiiis'd, i% ;to av^ lus Holy . Spirit, toi 
thofe tljat ^sk it orj^m ', that. % fo 'l^O 
guiii^ ehearby bisgHCiiWS AiSByflraDce^ 4is 
that tJh^y inay ovwwgi^ : tibQir 3|?iritual 
EfleinsiC^ |pd ^ cr<l>m'd j|iemtto wkh 
Gbuf-y .^4 Itj^moPt^ity;^* which certa;tsil7 
oqghtnic* .^r^ent^/anjj'jjjeafoflaWe Man» 
\mhQ!V^,afpiriQg %0;lvme4iAte ReveUmn^ 

i«ch;UwT(>iftBP> which <10d hw den/d to 

ps,^w:Ifijift.ia this Stfttet 

iftuil^^f .'a4Kl;^i«««?^> it, migfai with ^.greae 
^eai'Pkfa^ Jf^ta^Oi] b^je/beea expeaed; 
that coafideiiBg the vaii jDiftaiK^of Time 
iiflCtftn^.Hrft pJiiinting of the Ch^iftian Bdi^ 
gioB^tO)thi$ pi?ei«nt Age,. iW6 might have 
been, improved to a, Degree of Pix^phecy. 
For 4''P 40(1 Sciences receive thmv- fibgin- 
fiiflg^ .ftoiR ?ery fmaU Hiote at firft,. aod 
ftjfeftft»PW«!'Jdi>J^Pf9^*<J'^?'^P<*'^'*°*Wy t^ 
th4 iBdiiArj^^ftnd edacity . o£ thofe wiA» 
fiultiy»i4: coem;. itnd cberdEbre w& mrjf 
sttaftm^b^ iCHpw:, tliat.the, Jboger th^ 
Icoottaiw ^ niore thvjr wiU. be Ixd vanc'dL 
BuCjt^e i::^^:!* vUMf different iii |K.eiigion, 
-'. g , M a which 
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Which is always beft and pureft at its firft 
fettihg out. And there is a very sood Rea^ 
fon to be given, why it fhould oe fo ; for 
after the hrft Covenant made by God with 
Mankind in the Perfon of Adstm : every o- 
ther Difpenfation has found Men under a 
State of Corruption, and in the afltual Pof- 
ieilion of Errorsj diametrically oppofite to 
thofe Truths which it came to mftruft them 
in ; and therefore it Was requifite that th<5 
means to remove thefe at firft, (hould bear 
Proportion with die Difficulties they were 
to encounter/ Upon which account, -at 
the Beginning of any new Difpenfation^ 
thofe Ferfons whom God was pleased to 
employ to publifh it to Mankind^ have been 
endu'd with moreZeal and sreater Abilities^ 
than the FrofelTors of the ($me Religion 'm 
after Ages. And sis no Perfon can doubt^ 
but that the Jewifii Religion was much 
more perfeft in^tbe Days of Mofesj and 
thofe which immediately fucceeded him , 
than in after Times, when it was obfcur'd 
and mudded by Pfaarifaical Inventions and 
Traditions : So muft it alfo be confefs'd, 
that the Chriftian Religion was much mort 
perfed in the Days of the Apoftles, and the 
Ages immediaKiy fucceeding them, than 
(inceithas been^ibfciurMby the Intereftof 
the Defigning on the one hand, and the 
Prejudice and Ignorance of the Unlearned 
on the other* And this is what is plainly 

- — con- 



Qonfefi'd t)y the Pra^itce of moft contending 
Parties amongft the Frofeflbrs of Chriftia- 
nity ; who conftantly make their Appeals 
to the earlieft Writers of the Primitive 
Chriftian Church, and ufe all means to 
bring them over to their own Side ; which 
is an evident Go^ceflion that they value 
their AuthcMity, and look upon toem »$ 
the moft competent Judges of their Contro* 
yeriies. Now, if I fhall make it appear, 
that there was no fuch thing as is contend- 
ed for by our EnthufiaAs, in thofe early 
Times, when the Holy Spirit muft be con* 
fe4*d on all bands to be more ptentifiiUy 

Eour^d out than in the fucoeeding Ages ; I 
ope it will appear evidently to any unpco- 
judic'd Perfon, that it is not at all to be eK- 
pieded under the Chrifkian Dilj;>en&tion* 

^. 12. To b^in therefore with our Bleft 
fed ^viour hiouelf. It is evident that he 
never recommended any iiich way of wor* 
{hipping God, as is contended for by the 
Idjftifksy nor promis'd to ceward the moft 
fincere of his Followers with tl^ yifio|^ af 
Qoi whilfl; in this Statd- As for his own 
Life, which is cestainly the moft perfeft 
Pattern, it was ASrvf to the ^catdl 0e« 
gree \ and bating fome times ofketirement^ 
to pray or the like, was wholly ^peot ia 
Conver&tion, and doing Good to others* 
Then as to the Subftance of bi$ Do£bin^ 
)tcoiif)f|e4 in ac(}uainting the Jmt that he 
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ib k>ng ^go, aoid'ib often fqremld 1^ tkt 
Andici^ frophec&r Hft dfe ; ix^iiauMOed 
thbm iw^h die Nature bf his Omce -aiid 
Mediatoiilup, ^^ Ihemr'^ kfacnii )i<»ir taiig^« 
ttty they were niftaken in th«ir inwrpreca- 
ctoiis or tbi Prophets coacerfiiii^ hiim. He 
let them kxMifv,' c^k, cominuryi to their 
Bcpe^latiott, his Khialmn wttsnab of this 
Vror}4 ^ hut that his Bufii)e& xras to bring 
Men but of Daitnefi to lighc^ :aind:>froin 
the Doa^e andSbvery of Sinv ti^khe- Et* 
bertvofthe^onsc^God. -'He^iak^httheiii 
t^^lsMtofidbn aU^'uim^ t» &t 

^6if Hbaltfr ispoaiJrfaihgs abovt V- aiiwii^ 
the(}iyitl|(it i0 r^iBy- oontiiitt^^ iiihisX^ovQ, 
they IhoiUd be fewaixlsd! tvitbe\»brtaftijw 
HaptMiitt&. And t^hiB:Di&ip(esyaiid'tlK>i$ 
<^hu(ditf6'Whk:hihoiildbe>tei]fi£k] I^ their 
Md^&ijr^' ibbitldvbol defiibit^ksB oeoeflary 
Bodsiiragecnrenc liui^^ : (AJffiftuics^ i|ie>-afiures 
^Usax lOi mbft endeeH-ing' Tjivhis , cf his 
liO«t totvards 4BndJ Care <nrer > chi^, aad 
fH'omiies ^eedilif «o:ftnd tb^ ^ thfJQmiu 
Jvfttr/tieiSfifpt.of'^etMhf itvihioh ibabkl not 
oihlp ^fjOfare the^ ofhisowny ahdithe ]Ra^ 
tbidt'S Loive tovhitob tfaeoH, but alfpitaablt 
ihtttttitd.'Wotb fticfo Misidesad Ihoiild be 
luAtsqlt T6'cdalin»the Tnidtiofidittir i^if* 
$mi > ) But ino' <drl|^ ^ prDmif^otbe .£aj(^« 
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nent of the Bi^tiftk Fifum hest^ but bid- 
them to ei^d: tbeti: Reward hereafter-; 
aflttiing them, <t\M ^ whither he vfent fbgf 
totdi 9tafoUom hm,f>dw, hut fifouU follow, b^ 
^ttrwtris ; and that^r wtnt to fre^wi aflacf 
for them. Nor dsA he even mentioii jus h«^- 
vkg fmccImsM fi>r JVf anldttd fucha Frivir 
i^e, as that thiey might , by dlHgent^ 
improving what, was ^iven them, come t<^. 
God without any other Means, . bu£ rathot 
dieqiute coatcaSry : For he &ys ^ ^ No 

Mm tomefb to lAe Esther hftt-fy me ; now 

eecteiinly the way to come to Chrift, is ^ 
belicve.in him;, which, .according tp th# 
ApoAle S. P«sr/, pr^^ie^, heaping hint 

VDBtdl'd. I ■ 

< ^. i^. And as our Biie0ed Savtour ^mI > 
aevbr |ttDmiie to neward the Endeavours of 
iioceeei Ftptcmi, with Aich a FoWer wbere*> 
byi they might atuin, without my Exter* 
nai Means, aU Things fvoejlary to Salva*- 
doa, ]nudiliersdbieIoti)ition,\or beMdio^ 
|he Divine Pfciqace. wl^ft in jchisj^ife ; ^ 
neither do we Bad, diat they ^ithsr.expe^v 
ed or. enpy'd it. The Method : of Qod JA 
teaching lus People^ was ftiU<tJba,tee ask 
pvec had been, viz. by ro^ealing l^s WiU) 
to fame lew > in order to i^ tukvii^ . \M 
comrau^iicated by their Miniftiy to of hei^ 
Aind I defire any one* that, tmksotk^ 
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^yifCy CO (iroduce me one fingie Iiifiance 
^f ajiy Tenon that came to the true JCoowt 
ledge of God , and the necisfTary meahs 
of Salvation, but by this way. The con- 
trary is evident from the Example of the 
iunuch (JSfs viiu) who was a devout Per* 
ibn/and well difposM; and we find his 
Zeal and Sincerity rewarded by God^s 
fending to him a proper Ferfon to in*» 
^u^ him. ' 

4 1 4* Which is ftill ftirther confirmed by 
the Example of ^^/ie/w> (^A^sx.) whobe* 
ing 4 devout MA»y ami one that ft$ai^i Gad 
With aU Ms JHhufi^ and gMve . much Jims S6 
thiPeopUy and frafd t6 Go4 ^^^y^j wasib 
far accepted by God, that he was gracN 
cufly plea&'d to provide Means .for , his 
further Inftrudion in his Duty, and fent 
9etep to inftruft him. Whereby he has 
l^aihly pointed out to us the way by 
which he would have us feek for the 
Knowledge of him, w«. by applying our 
ielv^s -• to fuch as he has appointea to teach 
hjs P^oplei, Accordingly we find that Cor^ 
kilius's Alms and Devotions , and incef^ 
^t waiting upon God , did neither ad-r 
^ance him to the Biotifick Vtjion^ not fo 
fer as to have thofe J^ruths prefented to 
Jnmhyviifikfof^^Obje^ky immedUtelj^ which 
■irttt iitcmzty to be believM by him in 
order to his* Salvation ; neither iSf he at 
all e^^QUfa^M to look for or depend up- 
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er J»tnjhiony but is ftnt to « 
Man like lumfelf , to hear with his out* 
ward Ears, thofe things which conoem'd 
haa Btenial Welfare. Wherw4 , if Qod 
had eyer: granted to Mankind a Power 
whereby he might , by due Application 
and Attention, attain to a fuiScient Know- 
ledge of God y and Thin^ iieceflary to 
Salivation ; or, if fuch a Pnvil^e, thoiu;h 
deny'd before had been purchased by Jbr 
ills ChrjA ; there is no queftion, but Per<; 
ipns ib extraordinarily weQ quahfied as 
theie two good Men , Comelim and the 
Eumtek , were , wowd have enjoy'd the 
Benefit of it ; and tb^n the Ev^pt would 
[lave been, that by. th^ir cgnftant attend* 
ing upon Qod, ^uid uA^^ned Dili^ce 
In meditatix^ ftnd praCtifine good Things, 
they would have inereas'd in Spiritual 
Knowledge, ;uid oi^e nes^er Approach^ 
f o God , till they luid attain'd to Perfe. 
Stifm, But we ^nd nothing like this, 
but that on the contrary they were ob* 
lig'd to be inftrufted bf the fame means 
which God had appointed for oth^rMeq. 
§. 1 5^ And then as to matter of Vi^ 
m, the whole Tenor of the'Apoftle^s Cio- 
i^ine runs counter to it. S. ?(ttd teUs 
•^ , tfaa,t all thofe noble Anions whiidi 
WWfi perform'd by the Aifdent Worthier 
{Wfi^ ju.) were done thro' "Stith ; whidi 
»$ l^a^ A^t&ps!^ it (v.i^ i^ V>* ^^ 
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jfofUi tf Thktgs hofe^ for^ the- EviJknie tf 
Tkit^s not fien, . Ir is, an Aflent wtucb 
ye ^it€' CO Thifl^ as true, which we 
eaa> neither a|»prenend by our Senlesy aor 
dciRoiiArat« by our'Reaibaiii|( ;. {oy that 
tlttt only Objjfcas <^ our Faith are fudi 
TMti^^as we deceive apoo the Credk^ 
another •; At^hich, how' mr . it is-' fiom Vi* 
fan , ' is evident t<» eiQ«nEmon Sen£i:> : And 
the &1ne 'Afk>ftle ^e^ W, tha« «i»i^- m fit 

f» Part^"aH4;^fivfheJif^iMf4Pt.- • ci . 

^. i^.' H^'dce il ifi'ttkin) that Stt tboik 
mLtiUmth fpeak'Of '^the pteati^'fitifyi. 
noft'dF th^^^rit in^th^^iiwss <^>the Go- 
fptt;' ajrd < V]m>ee <nHUndetfto«)d • by^ at - tho<^ 
who foterp^t then:i> akt^ i^k^ 4 tmbofir, 
$s if ' 'btid'^lii^ givetfi Aieh 9, Nf«a<fui« of 
it it6'^ 5lanSa^^ «hat upon a dcie Sm- 
prbv^«fif ,oif it^ they might attiiii «d t&e 
Kno^iirle^fe •erhim'i -jEttid-of al) iThinw 
fi^flaiy' te Salvitijanv' Whereas it Ap> 
pears'^ -rfiat evtea' M tfee etelieft Tithed «f 
the -^blj^,:' there JwasiBo fuc^'Vh^g $ 
but t^cn all^ the <!3Hrt'ehes A»«et«» p^uMed 
by tfe, JWiMfti-y^pF tWfe^Apoftles, who or- 
d$ih*a^-otftfci^ - \f) i -fuccieed theiii/ ift ' tiMit 
O^e; il^* tSerefijrjt^in '^(jfe Ti««5S iltwUHi 
jiist gr^ftted^ it- is » iSdiduloos , Ahlhrdity 
tp.9Jbe£l%-in' this- Age- ;' aiid-iytf ftintelj 









A^^ END IX. Iff 

0ieig^^ ^tlier o£ linpiidence or Ma^n^ 

i^j^ xJTw Sinde .k is not iPorc^ri te the 
Mi tcer in ^ hand^ the Reader will, I hopc^ 
panrdon me if I digirfs a iittle, to (bew 
Ktrhy: iwei cannot! reafonably expe& fin- 
filietir; now/: >Aiid it feems.to me/ th^t 
there -are fev'er&l Reafbns to be givea 
Why^then Ihoiildl he Pr6phets dunng the 
tjme of the Mb&icai Difp^hfktiGp^ ratibur 
ikizd after the Gofpei had taken Rood 
Vwf >tfae Frpm^fes made to the Jews ki<; 
vlAg ^^atien itxx thoir pofeflii^ the La^ 
c£i!waiM^ God wa$ pleasM to &nd thuOL 
Jhftiphits to cpiicken theU: Menorie^ and 
fceef^ tbem in rnkK}* of thcit Duty ^ ^dtat 
theM^y hi8 Judgments might be avent^ 
fii)iii thein ; /and e^ecially, becaofe of the 
pratdiiiing Idoktry of thdfe Times ; fet 
after) they wei« well fis^d in the Pm^Hjoe 
of the Ttxio Religion ^ and^ out of ^tat 
Danger, we find no Froi^ets ; ) and .urn 
^l)d that mqft \of the Am^mt Prc^lwdeft 
tend jJiat «?^4 Sot now wq are qni^e up 
giu another Bottom; we are taught, jcfaat 
me hmvk iwe no tmtimkig City y ^at, vAum 
Oie^ T^hefujuhi HuU ke diOhLu'd, we^hMk i 
HMkkatum na made miph i&ads^ rt^ud m the 
itatiiens. Hiat we are to/irr tur Mitkls $t$ 
Vbi»gs doM^ ne$ $n Things! om the £,imfk \ 
that we areto 1W157 ^^ jeiveff^M^fd take uf^ 
0ur Cr0fs A^d follow Chrifi*^ that, through 
y ; / many 



t 
d 



i88 A(p T E N D J X. 

mMy TribuUthm we mufi CMfermto she Kjng^ 
domof Hidven^ and many Paflages to tpe 
lame Eflfed. So that to have Prophets 
foretelling ftiture Events , relating to the; 
Wdfare and Prefervation of our Tempo* 
rals, or the contrary, feems not fo proper 
for a People, whofe very Profeffion fuppofes 
them to have laid afide all Solicitude con,** 
cernin^ them. ^Again, before the Coming 
of Chrift, God's Will was but imperfefU/ 
reveal'd ; ixA it was neceflary that there 
ihould be Fore-runners to ^re^^e the way 
ag^i^his Coming, and raife theExpefla^ 
tdonpSum in the People, that they might 
be t}» better prepared to receive him. But 
after l^e was once come^, who was to com-» 
pleat and fulfil ^11 ; after God^ ^who etfunm 
dry timesy a^d m dwfrs manners ^ ffdke m, 
time fdft unto the Fittthers bj the Prophets^ 
had, itt fbefeUJt days^ ffoken ffPfgus Jy his 
Son^ rphtmne hsssf pointed Heir of aH things^ 
&:c. !afbo wns the Brightnefs ofhisGhrj^ And 
the exfrejs Imdge of his Perjon^ &:o I lay, 
after God had, oy this glorious i^erfon, msi^ 
niieft^ and revealM his whole Will to us, 
and declarM whatfoever he reguirM to be 
bdiev'd and done by us, whilft in thefe 
Mortal Bodies ; there was no longer n^ 
of Revelation to thofe who had receivM the 
mofl: perfed one that could be deliver -d« 
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So that all thofe R^afbns being removM; 
which were to be given for a Succeffion of 
immediately infpired Prophets before the 
Coming ofChri|l; it is altogether ground- 
lefs, to fay no worfe of it, to exped any 
now he is come. What Methods God wiU uf^ 
when his time iscome,to bring in theFuhieis 
of the Gentiles, and to convert the Jews ; 
or what Endowments he will beftow upon 
thofe Perfons whom he fhall pleafe to make 
ule of as his Inftniments to compleat that 
great Work, will th^i be beft known when 
It is come to pafs. . There is no Qie- 
ftion'^but that he will ufe fufScient 
ffteans. All that I contend for is ^ that 
chofe which he has already afforded, are 
«[|)undantly fufficient for thofe who have 
the Happinefs to be baptiz^, and broi^ht 
up in the Profeflion ofthe Chriftian Faith; 
and conlequently, that it is unreafbnable to 
eKptSt any other Afliiilances, or to feek any 
other means of ferving God, than what 
are delivered in his Holy Word, and made 
life of in his Church. 

* §. liS. To return to our Argument. If 
theie things, contended for by Enthufiafis, 
•were not graiited either tmder the Jewifh 
pt Chriftian Difpenfation, as I hope has 
t)een fufficiently prov'd ; it follows, i jwit. 
JArv, that thofe who are depriv'd of thoib 
Advanu^es, which both Jews and Chii- 
ftiaas enjoy'd cannot; have them: And 
'. '; there- 






therefore in yj^ do we d^vQh fo% F«r(b9» 
io «ndowM . 9fHongft MtjtgmittMs qf ^4« 
ikv^ Ferr without aiiy^ Bi!^ch pf Chanty, 
lib refpe^^ to tjiofe Per^^^ . wjio neve? 
were fo -happy as to bavo, the 'Go^ftl 
pretich'd to dieQi ; we may aiiiu-^ )»i^ 
rnvftej thatthej^ do not eiijoy equal- iVir 
yilfgAs Wifh »s!^ .. who, by Qur Bapcifmh^T^ 
ft Meral; iUgfot' to ati £hfiv» AfTiftaiK:^ of 
tte Holy S^rlt [Jtcwiiw-d : tathe Chs^fch 
ia khft Hoiy Sori{)$w«9r. And yet :th^j? 
iKOMld not: i»e much .di(ff mnoe. if b^ j^^ 
dili^ntly adhering to any rmc5iple- Qf 
lighter which <JiQd has Jbieflow*di}pe(nMi4||^ 
Iddd ia geiieital» .they ftiight antlin tQ %W9^ 
filing Knowledgfi. ^And foe thiis' £l^<(»()^ 
our. Author^ who waa himfilf be ill4^«f<9- 
tiff, ieekiis: as^ little^ td^ blvAXKxnfiitoeil ^ 
honour dFrhis.pF6{rfietrJlif«[|bi»«ry iod^ ^ 
aeoeffity of believing his |>t)ftfiae^tn.fe{|^ 
^ a Periiin,bixni^ Hp Jby faifnl^^p 
have by his-iAppliaitxcDl and; Iniiiiftry, kb- 
ttunM to ;t^.KaowledgB<t)£ Jitt thif^ ii»- 
vealM to that fuppos'dltophet,- as out B»> 
idiufiafts do v&luB the Mcoas (f which^vod 
Jus alwajrs us'd t6 coom^ Us Wi2).ti9 
ManJ^ind* /^ialft put , of a gnmadNs 
Cftacityy they 4^ in a manner put2^>^ 
•upon thei liesdJ, as to the: Ivfaiur ofiiSad^ 
^$e«iori. WiikjftbpiiBOiioftSBfe^b^iftv<l|ci 
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pikufible^ktfihft'ii^^^v upon' die ^C^oUhtrof 
tfaat^fpcidoiiSL Shew .of> <Umv»i!&) diif^ 
toMit^iia&) doei ittoft . certainlj^ xtcad' to 
the' uixkift/iiluidg ! aad> leflemng^ ithfifit; ino*-. 
fHsitibb- Benefits whikih. Mr BicffitdrSdvidur 
has 'rp'ttrchas'd finr^ aad 'promised <W iiaJk 
Cfaurdi.;! i and ougl;c - 'lio more .tt> abt ' veL 
ceis^'i^ ' thitn th^t . dharitable O^Itiiafi'«r 
Drige^h, .vAib beiifiVrd ' Uiat dfteba cwoiiR 
tidie ofiPaniihinq^^ jioijotily' the .v^ckedi* 
eft; of Aifeii', but alfo the Dwils hihftfA* 
felves fhoUld be fltvfed^ . < {hb io -: .'• ' 
^^ ^9; I haire nowifiieirip tkit 4^t is* 
hite heldtby oar Authot^y and #d msmty o- 
the^ta' oiir times/ hes notnaftfidcoitBooA. 
datieui. Thiit it -was iievdr ^ohiii!>(i(; tiior 
eK^itedy either toiide^ the Kfftfiiicat bt 
Chdflktf Difj^fiMdH > fi'OUfi ^hiifoe I 
fi^ifd, t&a« it '<:^fuioc ^ ^^pe^^&l 

ifeqtififc^Jy 

-,— - . ^tortivAtJ- 

«ie>,^tii^"i-daf©iife, Iftcaufc -I wffte^to 
ChfjUffiLcfe^i 4ri«. thieflyhave regard to thofe 
^t<di^!, Md-hyfoitie^ that Denotaniiiai- 
ti(m,''Wki<:feabe doftiUion With thbfe of" iour 
Adtlid^? BcKfdfti/ if that were i^iiUki^, 
'tis'o^fy «blliy#$nglbr Arguimtidt fibfs^e, th^ 
tht^ ■ ' m»^M$' Was •'written 'by ^fphif- 
tidrij ind- that '^Mdhmei -was a ■Rf^»het, 
«nd- ttfett theftiri^ Way 6f Ai^hg ptct^rts 
the' £nth^fi&^ottr-AutJx}r> ^holxring 
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t profelsM MthometMt, and they being 06^ 
lig'd to believe that Mshomt is the Ctti* 
moHMbjM^ i.e. the Se/U of the Prophet Sf 
and that theirs is the laft Di(pen(ation» 
which Mankind (hall ever receive from 
God, iias v«itur*d to fuppoie the Pofllbi-^ 
lity <^a Man's attaining to the true Know* 
kage of God, and Things neceffiuy to Sal* 
vation, and all other Things, both Spiritual 
and Natural, belonging either to this 
■World, or tliat to come,' without the 
Help 01 any outward Inftrudion. 

^.^0; T'need not iniift upon this any 
longer ; I ihaU only j*eaiark, that as true 
Piety is- the fame in all Ages and Climates^ 
and good ibUd Senie coo, lb aUo is Efithtt" 
Milt, And I have fometimes wonder'd* 
when t hftve read the Whimfies and Con- 
ceits of the AfMb Enthufiafts (whofe nu<^ 
merous Seds equal thoie Herefies men- 
tion'd by EfiphMtms^ or even that 
l^endfui • Crop which the Devil has 
JbwM of thiem in oor ttmes) to find fuch 
a Harmony between them and ours at 
preient. Such a perfed: Agreement in thdr 
wild Notions, and thele exprefs'd in the 
very ielflaime Cant^ may eafily convince 
any one, tmit the Inftruments of both 
were ftrung ahd tunM bytheAimeHand. 
AnotlKr diii^^obfervable is this ; Let the 
'£«rA4»/^: have never fuch great Abilities, 
there is always fomet^ig or other wfaidh 

/ , ptove^ 
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troves his Preeenfions to kevelation to b^ 
life ; and sts diey tell us^ that, let the t)e 
tril change himfelf into what Shslpehe will 
tie can never tionceal his Cloven Fbot ; So 
neither can the Enthufikft make himielf pais 
foT Tnfpifed, with :Miy Ferlbn of tolera-^ 
ble difcerning : but there Ivill appeal fome 
Very confidentDle Flaw, which mall nia« 
nifeftiy prove him a Deceiver, or it leaft i 
Ferfon deceivM^ This is the Fate df them^ 
iaiAd onr Author could not avoid it^ He 
;has indeed carried his Philoibpher beyond 
the f Orb of Sdturpfy but he might as 
^well have lavM him that Trouble ; for he 
^br&ught fiothing down with him^ but what 
lie himfelf was able to ftirnifh himwith»i 
before he went ; wz. Mahometoff Divinity p 
and Arijtotetidn Fhikfofhj. As to the 
former of thefe I fhall not need to iky any 
thing \ but I am well aiTur^d^ that whea 
he talk'd of thofe Difctoveties in the Tattef^ 
XtiAAt by him when in that glorious States 
he never dreamM in the leaft of thofe more 
tertaih Diicoveries which Ihould be made 
afterwards, by the Sagacity of our AftrO^ 
nomers and Philofbimers ; and that the 
contrary of what he believed, as to thoie 
thUigs^ ihould be ]^ov'd by imdeniable De^ 
monftration. 
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"^t §. t?i'- Nor docs it r fuccccd tetter .with 
fuch Ptet^fideFsin our ^C4 .whor ti^bt^ 
by wo&i^E;^per]>BQCc, lkv^^oC late grow}* 
BiOfC. wi«r)f^:^nd rarely ^^ fiQi^te 

rittkMj?,;«XGfipc.:in Tuch ]^^^ flicjr 

might t» well aflurM of hy other iheajis* 
-The fiifeft way for ttwm^Ixxxifels, tho^at th? 
iajyie tiii^e extreamjy abliird and rldicu|ou& 
JPor if a M^ prej;cnds to i^iovv^ thkjg JE^ 
JJivine lafturatipik when ihejcearcr. other 
^Mkaai^ of attaining it: X have muca 
^ore reafoo to tbihky either; that he is zxt 
Jinpoftor and Deceiver^ordfc, that^through 
warmthof Conceit, or the Delufion of the 
:P*?vU> rhe^ imagines hinuelf ta !» divuiely 
,111^1^ when]ae is not ^ rather ^ij to bp- 
lieve £hat God, who doe^ .nothing but for 
MQ&wi^ apd excellent JE^ids jand.P«rpQ- 
:foi, fhould reveal a thiijg to ajay. Per ion 
imme^ulj\wh^^ h^'bejgwe afford^ 
■fei^ fufiici^nt JVfcansof Knowing it other* 

§, 22. It Tcmains that w£ bqg of (ao^ to 

j^ve u» his Grace, and. the Affiilance of his 

iolySpiiitjithat we at^ Gapcrsly and iear- 

tily apply pur ^f^lvK to |Iwdi%ent,Ufe of 

,;djo& ;yM5jaiMj. wHch he lias appointed' for 

our InftruSion,- in his Church, That we 

iedcJwjJlS JJiaowledge.of him in his holy 

Word» and approach to him ,in i^is 'Mi- 

*anccs, andbjf* holy pious Converfatioo. 

Thefe are the Ways which he has dialkM 
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